
Georgia Press 
Association
welcomes you to the 

2025 Better Newspaper Contest  Awards Banquet



Third Place

Heather Koon

Rome News-Tribune

Second Place (at right)

Gwinnett Daily Post, Lawrenceville

Division A 
Page One



First Place (at right)

The Brunswick News

Judge: The best page here is the Oct. 

1 entry, by far ñ in fact, itõs one of 

the best pages in this entry category. 

Clean, Large, dominant photo. Great 

and creative refer. I wish the Sept. 28 

entry were similar; instead of so many 

photos, pick one or two and run 

them big! Also, donõt be afraid to limit 

your fronts to three stories and let 

your art carry the day. Especially with 

such involved refers. Great work that 

definitely rates.

Division A 
Page One



Third Place

Monroe County Reporter, Forsyth

Second Place (at right)

Josh Lurie

The Eatonton Messenger

Division C
Page One



First Place (at right)

Rodney Manley and staff

The Courier Herald, Dublin

Judge: This entry wins on the 

strength of the òHell ... eneó headline 

and page treatment alone. So many 

designers fail to let big headlines and 

dominant photos carry the day. This 

designer did not. The design here is 

simple, but oftentimes simple is 

effective when it comes to news. 

Well done.

Division C
Page One



Third Place

The Dahlonega Nugget

Second Place (at left)

White County News, Cleveland

Division D
Page One



First Place (at left)

Patrick Yost, Tia Lynn Ivey and 

Madison Lee

Morgan County Citizen, Madison

Judge: A very clean design and good 

use of white space. Headline 

typography is consistent, mixing light 

and heavier weights. Great fire 

photo on Jan. 11 paper that might 

have deserved bigger play. Necessary 

elements (index, bar code, etc.) are 

effectively packaged in right column. 

Liked the flag/logo and adjacent 

teaser treatments.

Division D
Page One



Third Place

Henry Herald, McDonough

Second Place (at right)

Anthony Rhoads, Jennifer Brown 

and Madison Lee

Clayton News, Jonesboro

Division E
Page One



First Place (at right)

Alex Dunn, Madison Lee and 

Johanna Morrow

Rockdale Citizen, Conyers

Judge: Rockdale Citizen 

designer(s) clearly make an effort, 

creating attractive and impactful 

photo/design/type packages. The 

ôHealing Through Heartsõ package 

was a standout. And the simple 

butterfly photo from a nature 

preserve shows that that smaller 

papers can also be highly creative. 

Mailing label -- a necessary evil -- 

detracts a bit from the package, 

but itõs unavoidable. Keep up the 

good work!

Division E
Page One



Third Place

Dionna Williams

Appen Media Group

Second Place (at left)

Jacob Tomberlin

Appen Media Group

Division F
Page One



First Place (at left)

Dionna Williams

Appen Media Group

Judge: I really like the clean 

look of the flag and the refers. 

The pages are a bit busy. Given 

the tab size pages, donõt be 

scared to limit your page to 

one story and let a photo 

carry the day. There are four 

very similar entries in this 

category, all seemingly from the 

same newspaper chain. This 

one stands out. Dig the use of 

ragged right in body text, but 

not sure about no indention on 

the first paragraph. Thatõs an 

interesting choice.

Division F
Page One



Third Place

Heather Koon, Eli Boorstein and 

Jennifer Brown

Rome News-Tribune

Second Place (at right)

Kristen Hansen and Madison Lee

Gwinnett Daily Post, Lawrenceville

Division A
Layout and 

Design



First Place (at right)

The Brunswick News

Judge: Fantastic, well-coordinated, 

consistently stylish look from 

nameplate to final sentence. Great 

use of spot color, font and style in 

headlines; crisp, clear section 

headers; creative, snappy 

centerpieces throughout; excellent 

use of rules and white space to draw 

the readerõs eye where itõs meant to 

go.

Division A
Layout and 

Design



Third Place

The Press-Sentinel, Jesup

Second Place (at right)

Emily Hernandez

The Newnan Times-Herald

Division C
Layout and 

Design



First Place (at right)

Josh Lurie

The Eatonton Messenger

Judge: A pleasure to read. Solid 

fundamentals, including section heads; 

headline fonts, styles and colors; 

running features; themed ad pages; 

white space; and both establishing a 

grid with copy and knowing when to 

deviate from it. Well-rounded, easy-to-

navigate layout that gets me to 

sections I want quickly.

Division C
Layout and 

Design



Third Place

The Jones County News, Gray

Second Place (at right)

The Dahlonega Nugget

Division D
Layout and 

Design



First Place (at right)

Morgan County Citizen, Madison

Judge: It looks like thereõs plenty of 

thought put into the front-page design. 

The Citizen features consistent 

typography, effective photo use and 

directions to inside pages, including a 

solid looking editorial/opinion page. 

Thereõs generally consistent font use 

(no awkward mixes of serif and san 

serif faces) through the rest of the 

paper. Front page ads are a fact of life 

these days, but these arenõt ugly or 

intrusive.

Division D
Layout and 

Design



Third Place

The Berrien Press, Nashville

Second Place (at right)

The Tifton Gazette

Division E
Layout and 

Design



First Place (at right)

Bailey McCully

The Baldwin Bulletin, Milledgeville

Judge: Cohesive, creative, consistent. 

Strong anchor points, including section 

heads, white space, rules, kickers, 

calendar; strong use of varying headline 

fonts and styles; good work with ad 

stacks; even excellently laid out 

classifieds. As a reader, itõs easy to see 

what you think is most important for me 

to know.

Division E
Layout and 

Design



Third Place

Jacob Tomberlin

Appen Media Group

Second Place (at right)

Dionna Williams

Appen Media Group

Division F
Layout and 

Design



First Place (at right)

Karen Webster

Smoke Signals, Big Canoe

Judge: Well-rounded, solid design 

throughout. Nice choices and uses of 

headline fonts and styles; excellent use of 

spot color; consistent use of colors, drop 

caps, section heads. Exceptional design 

on calendar feature. Great use of 

centerpieces in Living section. Would like 

to see that approach throughout paper, 

especially front page. Well done!

Division F
Layout and 

Design



Third Place

Derrick Davis

The Brunswick News

Second Place (at right)

Kristen Hansen

Gwinnett Daily Post, 

Lawrenceville

Daily Division
Best Use of Graphics & Illustration



First Place (at right)

Kristen Hansen

Marietta Daily Journal

Judge: 50th anniversary of 

Hammerinõ Hank. Well done! 

From the use of the 

scoreboard, his image and 

signature, the poem and all 

the wonderful facts. What a 

great keepsake for any 

baseball fan. Hammerinõ Hank 

the legend! A perfect way to 

celebrate his memory and 

milestones.

Daily Division
Best Use of Graphics & Illustration



Third Place

Emily Hernandez

The Newnan Times-Herald

Second Place (at right)

Tabitha Graham

The Walton Tribune, 

Monroe

Weekly Division
Best Use of Graphics & Illustration



First Place (at right)

Samantha Sinclair

White County News, 

Cleveland

Judge: What a grape 

education. Beautiful layout 

and graphic work. This 

would be something I 

would keep to reference 

for many weekend trips.

Weekly Division
Best Use of Graphics & Illustration



Third Place

Chuck Cunningham

The Oconee Enterprise, 

Watkinsville

Second Place (at right)

Chuck Cunningham

The Oconee Enterprise, 

Watkinsville

Editorial Cartoon



First Place (at right)

Mike Luckovich

The Atlanta Journal-

Constitution

Judge: The visual art in 

these cartoons really got 

my attention. The text was 

brief and on point. Great 

job!

Editorial Cartoon



Third Place

The Brunswick News

Second Place (at right)

Rome News-Tribune

Division A
Local News 

Coverage



First Place (at left)

Gwinnett Daily Post, Lawrenceville

Judge: A strong mixture of hard 

news and features, the Gwinnett 

Daily Post provides its readers with 

essential information about their 

community. The staff should be 

proud of -- and readers should be 

grateful for -- the journalism it 

produces.

Division A
Local News 
Coverage



Third Place

The Cherokee Tribune, Canton

Second Place (at left)

Calhoun Times

Division C
Local News 
Coverage



First Place (at left)

The Press-Sentinel, Jesup

Judge: The Press Sentinel delivers what 

a community newspaper shouldñnews 

people need, stories they care about 

and a mix of hard and soft news that 

keeps readers engaged.

Division C
Local News 
Coverage



Third Place

White County News, Cleveland

Second Place (at right)

The Oconee Enterprise, Watkinsville

Division D
Local News 

Coverage



First Place (at right)

Debbie Lurie-Smith

The Jones County News, Gray

Judge: Outstanding reporting, with a 

variety of news subjects covered. 

Outstanding paper overall.

Division D
Local News 

Coverage



Third Place

The Baldwin Bulletin, Milledgeville

Second Place (at right)

The Champion, Decatur

Division E
Local News 

Coverage



First Place (at right)

The Blackshear Times

Judge:  A newspaper serves no 

greater purpose than being a source 

of information during an emergency. 

The Blackshear Times proved that 

this years with storm coverage that 

was timely, informative and hard-

won. The staff understood its 

criticacl mission and achieved it. 

Bravo.

 

Division E
Local News 

Coverage



Third Place

Smoke Signals, Big Canoe

Second Place

Smoke Signals, Big Canoe

Division F
Local News 
Coverage


