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Bridge Books: A Better Deal for Students?

Caylin Anderson, News Editor
September 9, 2024

Imagine you’re a poor college student
dreading yet hesitantly embracing the
upcoming fall semester. You open your
laptop, load up self-service, and take on
your worst nightmare: tuition fees.
Suddenly, you’re faced with a hefty $330 fee
on your account.

If you’re anything like me, you immediately
entered the Piedmont app to inquire about
this fee, only to discover that Piedmont
University is pushing out a brand new
program designed to help students with
textbook pricing.

On June 24, 2024, Piedmont University
infiltrated students’ emails with a cute yet
somewhat deceiving graphic about a new
rental program called Bridge Books+, stating
that this program would give students all
the course material they would need for a

Piedmont University
will offer a rental program called
Bridge Books+
that gives you all the course material
you need for a flat rate of $22 per credit hour.
This exciting new program is designed
to SAVE you TIME and MONEY.
You will see this charge on your student account,
but you will have the opportunity to opt-out

Piedmont University

The Bridge Books+ graphic emailed to students.

flat rate of $22 per credit hour. Stating, Verbatim, “This exciting new program is designed to
SAVE you TIME and MONEY.” Students could opt out of this program from July 15th to Aug

23rd.

Previously, Piedmont students had to buy their textbooks at the prices listed on the
Piedmont University bookstore website. Textbooks could range from $10 to over $200,

depending on the course.

The program, while helpful, has its flaws. As a student taking five classes with two
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Classrooms that used to be considered some of the safest places for a child have become places of potential

danger. When they post, their posts will

show up here.
There’s a phenomenon that tragically happens every few months in the United States. A
disaster that blows through communities and leaves them broken. w
When | was in middle school, a kid brought a gun to school. Up until that point, I'd never

realistically considered that it was a possibility to die at school. Dying was something that

happened to old people who lived long rich lives, not for pimply middle schoolers who'd RECENT STORIES
never been asked to a dance before. School shootings were things that only happened on the -




Best

Review

3rd Place
Group I

Caylin
Anderson
The Rodls

Piedmont
University

ROARNEWS ~  ROARVIDEO ~  ROARAUDI0O ~  STAFF OURMEDIA ~  PIEDMONT MASS COMMUI

Yves Unleashed: A Deep Dive into Her
Latest Album “I Did!

Caylin Anderson, News Editor

November 22, 2024

PAIX PER MIL

A promotional image of Yves for her second EP, “I Did.”

Human beings have the ability to express themselves in a way that makes them happy. Some
individuals may find themselves indulging in photography, painting, cinema, or perhaps
music. When people are guaranteed the ability to indulge in artistic freedom, they are given
the ability to imagine, create and connect. One artist who has taken advantage of her
creative freedom is Yves, a female Korean soloist who manifests her feelings in a hyperpop,
R&B-inspired medium.
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Worth the Watch? Id Say So

Jesse Smedley, Staff Writer
February 6, 2024

Sony’s attempt at another successful
romantic comedy, Anyone But You, hit our
movie theater screens on Dec. 22, 2023.
This classic take on an enemies-to-lovers
trope used predictable romance and
perfect-timed slapstick comedy to embody
the entertainingly balanced “rom-com”
movie genre we all know and love.

The success of the movie is not only due to
director Will Gluck’s impeccable creative
vision but also the marketing team’s
proactiveness and the actors’ natural
chemistry to create something new. A fresh
setting gave this movie an immediate upper
hand in comparison to others in this genre.
In “rom-com” movies, viewers are used to
seeing popular American cities such as New
York or Los Angeles; having a setting in
Australia offers something new for viewers.

In addition, actors Sydney Sweeney and
Glen Powell created what seemed to be
genuine chemistry between the two. This
believable performance in this will-they-
wont-they film plays with emotions in the

SYDNEY SWEENEY  GLEN POWELL

m;mu LOOK LIKE THE PERFECT COUPLE

With the Perfect Amount of Cringe and Predictability,
Anyone But You is an Enjoyably Easy-Watch for
Viewers

best way, leaving us continuously wanting more of the pair.

Of course, this film wouldn’t have been successful without a strategic marketing team.
Utilizing TikTok, the marketing team of Anyone But You created and ushered a trend that
users picked up and participated in, ultimately doing additional marketing for them.

PIEDMONT MASS COMMUN
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Everyone should embrace Coldplay’s music

SAM ASKEW
managing editor

With so many music options in this excitingly
artistic period of our meandering existence, one
may find themselves lost amongst the noise. Yet,
there are a few artists that stand on top of the piles
and piles of music. No, I’'m not talking about
Taylor Swift, Harry Styles or even Hozier. I am,
of course, talking about Coldplay.

I know, I know. Who would want to listen to
four angsty British men write songs about love?
Yes, I know how that sounds. However, I'd like
to drop some knowledge on you that will be as
beneficial to you as it has been to me. That is,
anyone who dislikes Coldplay or makes fun of you
for liking Coldplay has never listened to Coldplay.

A controversial statement, but I think
youw'll come to find it’s true in your everyday
experience. Why do I have such strong feelings
about Coldplay? Well, it’s because Coldplay has
something for everyone in their discography. Join

me as I take you on the genre journey through the
music of Coldplay.

Firstly, if you are looking for classic alternative
rock, Coldplay’s first two albums are where to go.
“Parachutes” and “A Rush of Blood to the Head,”
released in 2000 and 2002 respectively, are among
Coldplay’s most alternative sounding albums.
Heavily based around the guitar with subtle
influences of piano, their first and sophomore
albums take the listener on an adventure through
love, break-ups, and heartaches.

Now, if you're looking for more pop-rock or
stadium anthems, “Mylo Xyloto,” “A Head Full
of Dreams” and “Music of the Spheres” are where
you need to head next. Loud and rambunctious,
these albums gave Coldplay record-breaking
world tours.

In terms of lyrical content, “Viva la Vida or
Death and all His Friends” and “Everyday Life”

are where Coldplay is at its best. Filled with
metaphors and commentary on pressing social
issues, the strings and piano tell stories behind
the words that are just as meaningful as the
words themselves.

That leaves two albums: “X&Y” and “Ghost
Stories.” It should be said that “X&Y,” while
initially released to mixed critical reception, has
earned its place as a staple Coldplay album. What
these two albums have in common are their synths
and strings. However, they are very different in
content, “Ghost Stories” being one of the saddest
of Coldplay’s albums.

So, whatever you’re looking for, Coldplay has
it. And I know I said it before, but I
again: Anyone who dislikes Coldplay has never
listened to Coldplay. With rumors of a new album
in 2024, Coldplay is not going anywhere for a
while, so you might as well embrace them.
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“Monkey Man" is an exciting, if overstuffed,
revenge thriller

Cole Murphy on April 5, 2024 in Entertainment

“Dev Patel plays Kid in “Monkey Man,” an action thriller where Kid avenges the death of his mother”. // Photo courtesy of IMDb

“You like John Wick?,” an arms dealer asks. He walks to the wall, pulls down a handgun and smiles. “This is the same gun from
the movie, but made in China.”

“Monkey Man” is no “John Wick” knockoff, though. Dev Patel, the director, writer and star of the film, has a passion that
permeates the whole movie, turning “Monkey Man” into a memorable revenge flick that shows Patel's love of action cinema
without feeling too derivative of other movies. “Monkey Man” has its inspirations — you can point to nearly every scene and find
another movie that did it first — but Patel the actor is so compelling as the lead that it carves out its own space in the genre. It is
Patel, the director and the writer, who overstuffs “Monkey Man” and keeps it from greatness. Maybe he should have borrowed a
little more from “John Wick.”

“Monkey Man” follows Kid, a quiet fighter in an underground fight club somewhere in the slums of India. He spends most of his
time losing. Quickly though, the audience sees snippets of the death of Kid’s mother, and it becomes clear that he is hellbent on
avenging her killing. But what happens when Kid goes on a rampage? He loses again. He's no action hero. Not yet, at least. He
then goes on a journey of self-discovery, finding for himself what he is truly fighting for.
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" “Fallen Aces” Brings New Life to Genre

AiLeeNe-Buork Goopman E
Newsletter Editor

full of lackluster games,
s New Blood Interactive’s
n«,\\usnnlcllnt we didn’t know we wanted.
Despite it being in early access, its first
s a wonderful
experience on its own. You won't resist
immersing yourself in this first-person noir
dripping with comic book flair.
Enter Switchblade Ci
crawling with so much crime lhal a nroup
of costumed vigilantes called A
formed to stop it. Now, the team Ins one
rogue, and a politi\.mn trying to heal the
city ssinated.

You play as Mike Thane, a private
investigator who investigates akidnapping,
only to be targeted and roped into a c:
with a maniacal villain named G
If this city doesn’t want to rot from the
inside out, it’s going to need Mike.

Ironically, Switchblade City is
beautiful cesspool to wallow through
thanks to the hand-drawn visuals in its
partially blocky 3D landscape and 2D
sprites of props and people.

Aces” complements its looks by

the noir aesthetic: jazz takes no breaks,
fedoras resemble danger instead of style,
cigarettes are gasping for open flames, and
men’s vocabulary has turned derogatory

Even better is how “Fallen Aces”
creates a S army knife out of
Switchblade City by making it extremely

le through every chapter. This

bility doesn’t just go for objectives
but practically everything. With this level
of freedom, if you can think of something,
chances are you can do it.

Anything not bolted down is a weapon,
and you can carry up to three items. You
can swing objects, throw them, and use
them to block. Don’t underestimate your
fists, either. Mike was previously a boxer,
so he definitely has e\peneme throwing
punches

In a year

a pl

“Fallen Aces” also has guns like a true
noir, but they take a backseat since they are
better in dire straits. Sure, it’s easier to plug
a wiseguy with your Saturday Night Special

m him with a pipe, but

wouldn’t that make you a murderer?
Killing everyone isn't necessary.
you play violently or nonlethally
is based on your choice of weapons. Beat
someone up or bonk them with something
blunt, and they’ll fall unconscious. Use
a fire-axe, and they’ll
into different pieces. There are no

between either p
ing to remain a pacifist is challenging
since unconscious enemies can be revived
by fellow enemies.

Youmight not even have to fight, period.

w and explore, you could find
alternative routes or other helpml feats.

For example, chapter three sends Mike

] rd to find a contact, only
find scoundrels that want his contact dead.
Fortunately for you, the contact rigged
traps everywhere. You could watch thugs

Mike Thane brawling thugs in a dockyard in “Fallen Aces.” Screenshot by Aileene-Bjork Goodman.

carelessly trigger their trip mines, subdue
them beforehand, dismantle and relocate
the traps, or ignite lackeys standing in
gasoline puddles. You may also notice the
Jjunkyard’s crusher is still operational. It
would be a shame if someone happened to
leave a bunch of unco

and

If chapter three was subtly nudging
you to kill every apter four does the
opposite. Mike investigates a crime scene
at a mansion only to discover that crooks
arrived first. You're given a tranquilizer
gun with limited darts, but your only
requirement is to record the crime scene.
Multiple different entrances help you get in
unannounced. Of course, there’s the front
door, but there is also a bathroom vent, the
poolside entrance, or the windows.

“Fallen Aces” is also full of smaller
details that promote experimentation
and make you further appreciate the
developers’ effort. You can eat a banana
to regain health, but if you drop the peel,
someone can slip and fall. Trashcan lids are

weapons but shields against bullets, too. A
parody of the “Ja theme plays when a
shark chases you underwater. Hit an enemy
in the crotch, and they clutch their groin
in agony. You can even stop a barbershop
mugging if you’re fast enough
Tying everything together is the

narrative shrouded in dark mystique. The
cutscenes are like strips out of a comic

and you'll be so immersed while
playing that you feel as if you're on the
pag is interesting and voiced
to perfection, especially Mike and former
A.CESS. member Nightwave.

allen Aces” tremendously delivers
on every note, which says a lot given its
current short length. Regardless, the first
episode sets high expectations and makes
players crave more from future episode:
the game continues in this direction, it will
become a title so grand that you’ll never, as
the mafiosos say, “fuhgeddaboudi
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Damyon Traylor
December 6, 2024

Seven individual tournament
championships, two-time USA South
champion, NCAA Tournament qualifier ...
Erin Donovan is undoubtedly one of the
best women’s golfers in the nation. Being at
the top of your game comes at a price —
the pressure and expectations associated
with being the best. When on the course,
Donovan tries to block out the noise, but
sometimes “the voices” still break through
the deafening silence.

Posts from @piedmontroar

“I'm very self-critical of myself,” said
Karl Moore

Donovan, who just capped off her junior
year fall season by winning the Chick-fil-A
Invitational, besting 81 other women for the
crown. “| struggled with mental health off
the golf course, which impacted me
negatively on the golf course.”

Junior golfer Erin Donovan gets on the green at the
Alamo City Classic. Donovan says taking care of her
mental health has helped her golf game.

Donovan grew up in a golf family, with both her father and grandfather playing competitively.
So it seemed like a natural fit for her to join in her family’s legacy, but when she first picked
up a golf club at the age of 10, she wasn’t impressed. “ | hated every experience on the golf

course,” she said. “ | did not want to be there”

Diit afbar a hrinf atint wiith danan Nanaunn Aavantunalls cianiimbhad 4 har fabn and Adasided to
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‘Student-Athlete” = Johnny Matrona

Colin Hackshaw

October 18, 2024

Save after save, A+ after A+, 2024 Piedmont
alumnus Johnny Matrona is the definition of
student-athlete, having what it takes to
excel on the field and in the classroom.

“During the season, it did become a little
more difficult,” said Matrona, who was
named USA South Defensive Player of the
Year for his play in goal last spring for the
conference runner-up lacrosse team.
“Some days, | had to leave practice early or
show up a little late, depending on the
class. But overall for me, it was fairly easy
to manage | was able to manage my
classwork.”

Karl Moore

Goalie Johnny Matrona racks up another save. The
2024 graduate was a stellar athlete and student.

Juggling classes and extracurriculars is a common yet difficult task for many college
students. Obligations often overlap, forcing the student to choose between responsibilities.
Students must figure out which obligations are the most important to be successful.

“I always tried my best to make sure | didn’t have to choose one over the other,” Matrona
says. “For example, my sophomore year, we had to travel for playoffs, but the bus was set to
leave during one of my final periods. Knowing this, me and some of my teammates were able
to communicate with our professor and take the final early so we could make the bus”

Lacrosse is especially tough as a spring sport because the playoffs always occur around
finals. It is easy to get wrapped up in the team’s biggest games of the year and ignore the
most important part of the academic year. But Matrona, who graduated with a degree in
accounting and finance, ensured his academics always came first.
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Robby Carmody attempts a field goal for the Bears against #22 University of Alabama on Nov. 17. The Bears lost the game, 98-67. Media by Photo from
The Cluslk=1

December 7, 2023 | 12:00am EST

Me r C e r U I-l j_ V e r S i t y Robby Carmody has serious talent.

A four-star prospect in 2018 out of Mars, Pennsylvania, 247 Sports considered Carmody the 17th-ranked shooting guard in the

nation and he committed to perennial NCAA powerhouse Notre Dame.

At Mars Area High School, Carmody played for his father, who, according to Carmody, has coached at the school since before

Carmody was born, allowing him to grow up around the program before leading it to two state championship games.

On a snow day in his senior year that allowed him to sleep in before school started, Carmody woke up to the news that he was

named Pennsylvania’s Gatorade Player of the Year.

The award is given to the best all-around player in each state in a variety of sports, from basketball to cross country. The

selection process takes into consideration a player’s success in their sport as well as their work outside of the arena.

Carmody, who was a member of the National Honor Society in high school, volunteered at youth basketball camps and a
nursing home. On the court, he was a leader of his team and, according to Mercer Athletics, finished with 2,390 points and

1,216 rebounds in his high school career.
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'Feels like coming home': Athens Twilight Criterium champions
celebrate win in Classic City

Olivia Sayer Apr 29,2024 Updated Nov 7,2024 B 3 min to read
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Georgia roars back in wild overtime win over Georgia Tech

Bo Underwood Nov 30,2024 Updated Dec 1,2024
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Rams general manager Les Snead revisits drafting Stetson Bennett
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Piedmont Sudoku
Each 9-spaced row, column, and square must be
filled out with the letters P, I, E, D, M, O, N, T,
and U without repeating any letters within the
row, column, or square.

hearts + boxes
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Hearts and Boxes
Two players take turns adding a single horizontal
or vertical line between two unjoined adjacent
dots. A player who completes the fourth side of a
1x1 box earns one point and takes another turn. A
point is typically recorded by placing a mark that
identifies the player in the box, such as an initial.

By Lainey Pettit, Game Designer

Couple’s Tic-Tac-Toe

Find more hearts
on other pages!
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Senior Jarrett Ray is a double major in mass NOthing tO see

communications and film production. Ray chose mass

communications in pursuit of becoming a radio show -

host. Currently, Ray is the host of the podcast Real Talk here yet

Radio. (Alexis Baumgardner) When they post, their posts will
show up here.

With the 215t century’s innovation of streaming video and sound at the click of a button, art
has found its way to express itself in plenty of new ways. Piedmont junior Jarrett Ray has
taken advantage of it, in the form of podcasting.

Ray is a junior at Piedmont, but started his undergraduate at Dalton State University. He took
two gap years after his freshman year and later applied for Piedmont. He then started his

podcast “Real Talk Radio” in November of 2021. RECENT STORIES
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Remembering the life and legacy of
Evelyn Hamilton

Abigail Dunagan
features Editor
Cammie Wilks
asst. features editor

This past week, Berry College moumned the loss of Evelyn
Louise Hamilton, 78. who was one of the first Affican-
American students to graduate from the institution

Berry College was o segregated school during its first 50
vears, remaining dedicated to Martha Berry s original mission
‘of educating the students from Georgia’s rural areas. Although
the sehool's original charter did not mention race, the college
chose to remuin segregated for many years. There were no
African-American students attending Berry af the time. and
fiaw applied due to the nssumption that they would be denied.
‘Those who did apply were denied admission under the claim
of “full rooms.”

In 1954, the 1S, Supreme Court outlawed the segregation
of schools in the ruling of Brown vs. Board of Education. At
the time when Bemry’s president John R. Bertrand was serving
the college, issues of segregation were at the forefront of
academia in the south. Although there was much discussion

PHOTO COURTESY OF BERRY COLLEGE ARCHIVES

and debate amongst the students and faculty of the sehool, on
Sept. 23, 1964, Bertrand announced that Berry College would
no longer be segregated

Hamilton graduated from Main High School in 1964 with
plans 1o attend college. She was approached by the principal
at her school who informed her and several other students that
Bemry College was planning on infegrating, and the studenis
were asked if they would be interested in attending the college.
After becoming one of the first African-American students to
enroll at Berry, Hamilton graduated in 1969 with a Bachelors
of Science in Home Fconomics.

Director of Foundation Relations and Strategic Partnerships.
Stacey Spillers has been at Berry for over 20 years, and she met
Hamilton during the beginning of her time at here. According
10 Spillers, Hamilton was instrumental in the reigniting of the
Afnican-Amenican Alumni chapter, and she also worked to
establish the Harmilt Smith scholarship. This 18 dowed
scholarship that was founded by Hamilton alongside Beverly
Smith, who graduated at the same time as Hamilton with a
Buchelors in English. Spillers had the opportunity to take
Hamilton and Smith out to lunch a few times a year, and she
got learn more about their experiences as students at Berry.

“Evelyn was a very humble person, but very much @

servant leader that you respected,” Spillers said.
“From ber time at Berry, even though she would Jet

Hannah MclLeod | Campus Carrier
vou know there were some times where she wasn't content,
she always had a positive outlook and talked about what she
gained from the experience.”

After graduating from Berry, Hamilion worked as a

eworker in the department of family and children services
for 34 vears. She was an active participant in community
service throughout ber life, such as securing 4 grant (o renovate
her old high school, volunteering at a local clinic and working
with various other onganizations to help others.

“She was a quiel leader, but more for the suke that she

Sk

e

PHOTO COURTESY OF BERRY COLLEGE ARCHIVES

“She was a quiet leader, but more for the sake that

she didn't want any attention
on berself” Spillers said “She
was the most humble person [
probably knew. She wanted to get
things done. There were many
things that were very important fo
her servant life here on campus
She was o person who tried to
emulate what Jesus would want
youto do."

Chicf  Belongng  and
Community Engagement Officer
Haley Smith got to meet with
Hamilton and Beverly Smith
two years ago to discuss the
establishment of the Office of
Belanging  and  Community
Engagement. According to Smith,
Hamilton was cager to support
the new office, as this was not
something that would have been
possible in 1964 when she was a

Student. Although Hamlton did not work direedly with
the office, Smith said that they take a lot of inspiration
from her life. Hamilton was heavily involved in local
community servioe, and this is something thal many in
the Berry community admise and cherisly

| think that her
life is ultimately a
reflection of the
kind of person we
aspire our students
to be

Haley Smith

“In addiion to being an inspiration of diversity on

this campus and being open-
minded and inclusive. 1 think
that her life s ultimately a
reflection of the kind of person
we aspire for our students to
be” Smith said. “In the vy
we approach community and
identity. she is somebody
that 1 aspire o be like. My
hope is that we can inspire
o students to be something
like her ™

Hamilton is remembered
by many for her generosity
and kindness. Her legacy
at Berry College is one that
will be remembered for years
10 come, and her story has
impacted  many lives

1 think her life represented
innovation, and thinking more
openly,” Smith said. “T think

that her coming into Berry College at the fime that she
did would not have been as casy as it is now. It s still
a predominantly white instinticn. The bravery and
willingness of her o be with people who were learning
at that time is prefty incredible. ™

| DIFLOM

Q‘:

Cammie Wilks | Campus Carrier

P

PHOTO COURTESY OF BERRY COLLEGE ARCHIVES
Hamilton played a crucial role in reigniting the African-American Alumni chapter. This image
shows her with other members in Krannert on Mountain Day of 2002.

Evelyn Hamilon graduated from Berry in 1969 with a
Bachelor’s degree in Home Economi

Hamilton was a active member in the Berry Community. This image shows Hamilton
with fellow African American Alumni taking a picture outside of Pine Lodge during

Mountain Day 2002. MacKenzie McGrath | Campus Carrier
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Behind the mask: Mysterious Mercer mascots

Tot and Toby on the Bear Walk on a football game day In 2023, Photo provided by Seller Rivers '24,
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Berry College needs to be more inclusive for LGBTQ+ students

With the recent Princeton Review rankings having come  fellowship and allyship within the community. Though they
out two weeks ago, many are left questioning how inclusive  began to meet in 2003, it is surprising that the club was only
Berry College truly is for students of diverse backgrounds, ~officially recognized in 2012 after numerous failed attempts
especially those within the LG BTQ+ community. Thecollege’s  to form other LGBTQ+ groups like the Gay and Lesbian
placement at number 11 on the “most LGBTQ+ unfriendly ~ Awareness Society and Rainbow Berry. It 1 cartening
colleges™ list is alarming and raises seri concerns about  that it took so long for numerous voices to be heard for the
the campus’ safety for their LGBTQ+ and the overall
atmosphere of acceptance at the school

It is very apparent that Berry has a strong Christian
influence, which often shapes the social atmosphere. The The college’s placement
college, being in the deep South, a region infamous for its

"
conservative leanings, orly amplifies this dynamic. LGB at number 11 on the "most
individuals in the South are often not safe from being targe
discrimintion, and this reaiy s not lost on Berry's LGBTG LGBTQ+ unfriendly colleges”
students. Many fear that simply being themselves could make L. . .
them the subject of hate o prejudice at college, leading them list is alarming and raises
to hide their identities rather than express them freely. N

In fact, according to Berry College’s own data, percent serious concerns about the
of LGBTQ+ students have reported feeling discriminated i i
against due to their sexual orientation. What is the campus campus' safety for their

ol v to ens tudents feel safe and included in
Berry life, both socially and institutionall LGBTQ+ students and the

Campus Pride is a national nonprofit organization that
diis to’ help. campiiies Croats & safér environmient for overall atmosphere at
their students. On their website they explain that a school
that is friendly is one that has active student the school
organizations on campus, LGBTQ+ inclusive policies and an
established | Q+ center or of on campu: just to
name a few. Fortunately, Berry has these three components  group to be recognized n official organization on campus.
in place The establishment of LISTEN shows that Berry’s values are

The existence of LISTEN, the only recognized LGBTQ+  evolving, slowly but s
student organization, is a step in the right direction. This That brings up another point: Berry’s efforts to become
club s to advocate for LGB! students and to create LGBTQ+ friendly through its Office of Belonging and

This week’s instagram poll

Memorial Library

70%

Follow
@Qcampuscarrier
on Instagram
to vote in the
weekly poll!

Community Engagement are commendable, but they
enough. The office’s goals are to prioritize

Culture, or in other wor i

value, treat and serve one another.” While initiativ
inclusivity exist, the still much work to be done to
an environment where students of all sexual orientations
could pertain to LGBTQ+ students is a *

S ates to file a report “if you have experienced
or witnessed a dignity violation at Berry College, at the
following link.” However, this approach feels inadequate, as
it does not actively prevent harm — it simply reacts to it after

making it seem like the college does not prioritize

N, the Gathering Space and the Office of Belonging
ommunity Engagement are first great steps toward

a more inclusive college. but more direct action should be
taken to advocate for their LGB’ ommunity. On the
Office of Belonging and Community Engagement’s page,
there is a statement saying that over 150 employees took
a training cour strategies for non-violence that was
provided through the King Center. If that was possible
through partnership, there needs to be a mandatory training
course for employees on LGBTQ+ communities and how
to be more inclusive and supportive. The administration
must do more than just maintain the status quo. It is time for
Berry to publicly acknowledge the concerns of its LGBTQ+
tudents and implement tangible, effective changes that will
foster a truly inclusive, safe and welcoming community

for all
e

The Carrier’s editorial opinion represents the views of the
senior members of the Campus Carrier and Viking Fusion
news staff.

Open Monday — Saturday
9:30 a.m. — 6:00 p.m.

10% off with a
Berry ID card
250 Broad Street

Rome, Georgia
30161
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E l to r l a Student activism on college campuses should not be restricted

The right to protest and mble is protected under the sidewalks or involve the use of loud megaphones, which isn’t as limiting as some other schools, but our freedom to

First Amendment of the United States Constitution, Student pt the campus environment. From the university’s protest is being constrained to limit what we Rather

™ u protesting on campus fosters leadership, advocacy, and the spective, these disruptions interfere with the day to day than imposing restrictive policies that limit students’ ability

development of critical skills essential for real-world success. operations of the school, which impede students’ access 1o protest, universities and colleges alike should focus on

Yet people continue to debate whether students should have to classes and creates safety concerns. Howev activ; fostering a safe but open environment where peaceful — even

the right to protest on campus gue that disruption is often nece: to effect change and  if disruptive — prot re permitted as long as they do not

Students should be able to protest freely on campus without  draw attention to a cause. While universities have legitimate infringe on others’ rights to safety and education.

restrictions. Not only do they raise awareness for problems concemns about disruption, these short-term inconveniences The schools’ perspective are understandable. Students

- they deem are overlooked by are often necessary for long- pay for their classes, and

people of higher power, but If h . . term social progress. A frer all, o o if they cannot get to class

e r J e s they also develop skills tat T the€ir environments o, gisruptive protests can go Non-disruptive withiout being ‘interrupted by s
are applicable in the real world . unnoticed, and causing some loud megaphone, it becomes

they shape into leaders. As begin to turn level of inconvenience is protests can problematic not only for the

state the Metropolitan State H H sometimes tial to making E s, tot school’s
tated in the Metropolitan State into chaos Wlth sometimes essential to making = d students,  bu he fhu]»
University of Denver Research astatement that resonates with go unnoticed. reputation as well. If their

Guide, “It is through advocacy the humber of the public environments begin to tum
l l a ( : e and activism that students develop Similarly, Columbia Some level of into chaos with the number
communication, relationship unrestrlc‘ted University allows protests &

of unrestricted protests

building, connections, and critical only in designated spaces Inconvenience campus, then le
thinking skills” Colleges are  Protests on campus, and restricts campus acce % . want to apply to a
G ro up I meant to challenge students to those with wnversity — essential to making  vecoming j
intellectually and socially, and then less students  uuication, aiming  to for the
protest provides a platform where willwanttoappl balance students’ rights to a statement that and Colombia University, the
students can put their learning into pp y protest with the institution’s ¥ students’ intent was for their
practice by advocating for change to a school that is responsibility to maintain resonates with chools to cut ties and all
and testing their beliefs in real order. Critics of these policies i’ business with Israel. Although
world contexts. These experiences — becoming “unsafe”  amue that limiting protests to the public not all protests yield the exact
equip students to advocate for designated zones dilutes their results students aim for, their
social justice, negotiate with authority figures and make an impact, turning activism into a controlled performance rather unrestricted actions often spark important di: ions that
impact in their communitie: than a genuine expression of discontent. Real change requires  can influence policy changes and broader societal outcomes.
This past spring semester, students from various challenging existing structures, not conforming to them The demonstrating of power from student activism in a
universities and colleges held encampments to raise awarene To apply this to a closer context, Berry College has ifs democratic society can be all the necessary for attention to be
of the war in Gaza and the increasing death toll. UGA and  protest policies. Berry refers to protesting as “s caught by elected officials and candidates for change to be on

Columbia University are examples of schools that have the Viking Code Student Handbook. Students can solicit for  ballots.
recently implemented stricter protest rules to prevent students ~ humanitarian causes, but the solicitation must be approved by e

u
from disrupting the campus environment the dean of students before the event takes place. Additionally,  The Carrier's editorial opinion represents the views of the
UGA honors students’ First Amendment righ fiyers to be posted aci mpus require approval from the  senior members of the Campus Carrier and Viking Fusion
university takes issue when protests block building entrances, director of student activities and the dean of students. This news staff.

This week’s instagram poll:

Ca mp u S @campuscarrier

; Apple cider or Pumpkin Spice Latte? on Instagram
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The COVID Class Misfortune Continues

Paige Kluba, Online Editor
March 25, 2024

On Thursday, March 21, the Piedmont
University registrar announced that seniors
graduating on Saturday, May 10, will be
limited to six tickets for the 9 a.m.
undergraduate commencement.

Tickets are required to enter the 1,248-seat
Cave Arena of the Johnny Mize Athletic
Center where graduation is scheduled to be
held. No extra tickets will be provided to
any graduating undergraduate student for
any reason.

Unfortunately, this includes all current
enrolled Piedmont students as well.
Students will not be allowed to enter the
Mize to support their graduating

- . A
https:/www.piedmont.edu/academics/commencement/gr
aduation-information/

Graduates celebrating at the graduation ceremony in
May of 2023.

teammates, classmates and friends unless they possess a ticket upon entry.

This will not impact the graduate student ceremony held at 1 p.m. in the afternoon on the
same day, also at the Mize. Graduate students will not be limited on tickets due to the
smaller number of students who will be recognized.

After receiving the news, students immediately vocalized their frustrations in every way they
could on platforms such as the Piedmont app and the anonymous-posting app YikYak.

Past graduating classes in the four years prior ranged from about a combined undergraduate
and graduate 200 students to just over 400 students. These numbers have remained

PIEDMONT MASS COMMUI
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Res Life Cracks Down on Banners

Paige Kluba, Editor-in-Chief
November 12, 2024

At the village student housing, Piedmont
students have hung banners outside of
their balconies for years. Whether it was a
banner to celebrate a championship victory
in athletics, a flag representing a holiday or
a birthday banner, students have enjoyed
celebrating the things they care about in
banner form.

o

BASEBALL
GSAC
TOURNAMENT
CHAMPIONS

BASEBALL

GSAC
TOURNAMENT
CHAMPIONS

On Wednesday morning, flags were raised
as many students showed their support for
the recently elected 47th president of the
United States, Donald Trump. Flags
included statements such as “Trump 2024”
and “Make America Great Again,” which are
common slogans used during the Trump

campaign.

By the evening, all of the banners, election-
related or not, had been removed without a
word to students living in the village.

Adam Metivier

Baseball Tournament Championship Posters hanging

“Our Trump flag was missing within a small on the railings at the village in 2023.

window when we were last outside our

room,” said senior village resident Megan

Steinmeyer. “A student had taken a political sign that did not belong to them the night

before, which caused us to believe that someone stole our flags out of anger”

The following day, village residents received an email
from Piedmont Residence Life announcing that students
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Financial Aid begins issuing official aid offer

Eric Zuniga
deputy news editor

With results of the new Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) delayed,
the Admission Office is planning to issue
official financial aid offers to new students
using an estimator on the Department of
Education’s website.

The Department of Education soft launched
an overhauled FAFSA with fewer questions and
new aid eligibility requirements last December.
But the new form’s launch has been hampered by
technical issues. The Department of Education
recently announcing that colleges would not
receive student’s results until March because the
department failed to adjust for inflation in the
new Student Aid Index (SAI) formula

The delay has meant that Berry's financial aid
office, which typically sends its first aid offers
to new students in mber, has not issued
any aid packages. Vice President of Enrollment
Management Andrew Bressette said Berry wants
to reduce uncertainty for prospective students.

“We know that understanding cost and value

carch proces:
Bressette said

The estimator tool asks for information about
household size. parental marital status. income
and savings. producing an approximation of the
SAI number that indicates a student’s level of
financial need. The Office of Admission is asking
prospective families to submit this estimate to a
form on the online portal for admitted students.

According to Bressette, the estimator should
produce similar results to the official FAFSA for
most students.

“If you own a business or you own a farm or
you have a parent who's just retired or is about
to retire, the estimator is not qlll[e going to be
as accurate,” Bressette said. “But for most of our
students, it should be pretty close.”

While all students are still
required to submit the FAFSA, the
admission office will be using the
estimator to prepare full aid offers
for prospective students. Berry is
promising to guarantee the aid in
these preliminary offers if they do
not exceed a student’s final offer,
based on the results of their FAF
by more than $1.000.

“Insome cases. your official award
means we need to give you more
aid [than the carly of
said. “In some case:
overestimated your aid. If that

I'm §
within a thous . We're going
to keep that same package.

Bressette said that students whose
preliminary offers are over $1,000
more than their final offer will have
their situations evaluated on a
by-case basis.

of last week, 600 families
had used the estimator, a number

Bressette hopes to increase.

“1d love to see at least half of our admitted
students [use the tool]. so you'd be talking about
almost 2,000 families.” Bressette said

Bressette said that Berry’s decision to offer
preliminary aid offers fits within its commitment
to be transparent about the college’s cost with
prospective families. He feels that this may put
Berry at a competitive advantage compared
to other colleges. many of which are simply

it deadlines.

in this moment when we're all trying to figure out
how this is going to work,” Bressette said.
Berry’s decision to guarantee offers before
receiving  official FAFSA results puts the
college at risk of awarding more aid than it had
previously budgeted for. However. the financial

deficit you live
with for four year: tte said

According to Bressette. Berry's admission
numbers are on tr:
college has admitted more applic
this point last vear, and the number
making deposits is close to the average for the
past three vears. But lower-income families tend
to be the last to m ollege decisions, which
makes early aid offers especially important

‘While our trajectory looks good. we run the
risk of not getting there if we're not attentive
to those for whom aid is really going to be the
deciding factor.” Bressette said.

Sophomore  Bonner  scholar  Monserrat
Alvarez is one student for whom an early aid
offer was important. When she first applied to
Berry. she received early confirmation that a
signature scholarship would cover her expenses.

“That was honestly what solidified my

decision to come to Berry, just knowing the
amount of money they were going to help me
out with—I didn’t have to worry about being in
debt.” Alvarez said

Though she received an early aid offer, filling
out the FAFSA for the first time was a challenge
for Alvarez as a first-generation college student

“Both of my parents did not go to college. so
they never had to fill out the FAFSA.” Alvarez
said. “It was really just me just figuring it out on
my own and talking to some of my friends to see
how they were doing it. I didn’t have that support
svstem to help me figure out.”

Alvarez faced little difficulty filling out the
new FAFSA this year, but she noted that many
cannot submit the form because their parents do
not have Social Security numbers. a known issue.

“1 know for sure my other friends have

d a lot.” Alvarez said. “They can’t even
submit it

The delayed and mismanag AFSA
launch may disproportionately hurt those
already underrepresented at coll according
to Bressette.

“My worry is that those students that need the
aid the most are probably the ones least likely to
get the FAFSA done.” Bressette said.

Bressette said that Berry is ultimately aiming
to minimize these inequities.

'hat anxiety around affordability could
drive families to look at other choices or make
different choice: ay college is out of the
question.” Bressette said. “That's really what
we're trying to prevent as much as possible.”

While new students will receive early aid

with the estimator tool, the financial
aid timeline for returning students remains
unchanged. Students who have questions about
their aid situation are encouraged to visit the
Financial Aid O vailable Monday through
Friday from 8 am. to 5 pm

Feb.13-19
Officers responded to

five fire alarms.

(706) 236-2262

For non-emergencies,
call (706) 3686999

Visit us in historic downtown Rome or

give us a call!

706.237.7205
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Berry's  history  department,  in
collaboration ~ with  Rome’s  Chicftains
Museum, hosted Michael Morris, a professor
of history at College of Coastal Georgia, for
a lecture on the history of Cherokee removal
in Georgia last Thursday. The talk was part
of a new lecture series stemming from a
partnership between the history department
and the Chicftains Museum.

history
department

NEW
Cultural Event series highlights local Cherokee history

polif and say, the Indians need to
go, this is their time to go. The government
promised to remove them,” Morris said.
wanted gun-toting, Indian-fighting,

British-hating people.”
During the lecture, Morris said that
missionaries’ tionship ~ with  Native
i tions was another point of
contention in the Native American removal.
ssionaries attempted to bring European
farming, legal and religious practices to the
tribal groups and in dois
to these groups
groups opposed Jackson and argued against
removal. One missionary, Samuel Worcester,
defended Cherokee sovereignty before the

preme Court.

0, became close
As a result, missionary

I think it is a topic that is “T hoe

missionaries

Cherokee were dispos d, but it’s still an
owledgment that this occurred where we

are and we should be cognizant of that.™
Native Americans still face significant
disadvantages today. Members of tribes were
the last group in the United States to receive
citizenship, with Congress only granting
native citizenship in 1924. The legal rights of
tribes have become more recognized in the
i s, but many tribes still

yment and poverty.

government can’t
quite  solve is
unemployment,
gangs and drug
problems out
in some of the
western  tribes,”

What the government

can't quite solve is

Museum. There are often summer internships
open for history majors that provide an
opportunity to engage with the museum and
its history. In past there has also been
a Cherokee Heritage Day, where people have
gathered in Ridge Ferry Park to celebrate and
acknowledge Cherokee history and culture.
“They're hiring six interns over at the
icftai cum for the summer,” Snider
§ 1 just sent our history majors those
internship opportunities. I'd love to have more
of these kind of
connections open
to students so
that they can get
involved.”
Assuming that
there is continued

unemployment, gangs and et and
continued speaker
availability for this
series of Cultural

after  receiving
a grant to host 5 fought back.”  Morris said.
of interesttonot only the  noris g “Tibes like the

during the lecture.  Cherokees  are

drug problems out in some

Carson
Bonner
and Eric

Zuniga
Campus

C aatran e
Berry College

Snider agreed to
offer the space
needed to  hold
these lectures.

They asked
us if wed be
interested and [
thought it was a
great opportunity
for us to provide
space, they're
bringing these lecturers, er said. “T think
it is a topic that is of interest to not only the
Rome community but to our students given
our location on Cherokee land

Olivia Cawood, the Chicftains Muscum’s
exceutive  director, said that Morris has
conducted research on the political aspec
Cherokee removal in the 1830s.
worked on resources for schools

“Tles done a lot of research and published
several articles and a couple of books on
Chreokee history, mostly concentrating on
those legal and political issues,” Cawood said.

s also done work on the Muscogee or the
Creek tribes around here and done a lot of K-12
education resources for the state of Georgia.

Morris primarily spoke on the history
surrounding the removal of the Cherokes and
the context surrounding President Andrew
Jackson’s desire for removal. According to
Morris, Jackson and southerners at the time
viewed Native Americai ubhuman, which
heavily influenced the justification behind
their removal from the land. The concept of
removal also became a North versus South
conflict and was thought of in a similar way
to the concept of slavery, in which slav
were seen as subhuman and not capable of
utilizing freedom.

Most people-especially white people
at the time-would have been just like [the

Rome community but to
our students given our
location on Cherokee land.

Christy Snider

“Worcester called
a meeting of all
the  missionaries
at his home in late
December 1830,
and they signed a
pledge that they
would not budge,
they would not
leave the Indians
and they would not
counsel them to sign [the removal document].”

Despite the opposition, the American
government proceeded with removal during
the 1830s. According to Morris, the military
began to round up Cherokee who had not
gone to detainment camps after a voluntary
removal deadline. An estimated 4,000 people

ed during the forced migration to Indian
Territory in Oklahoma, wh
be considered

“T would consider it ethnic clean:
maybe not to the extermination point, because
most people thought they were going to
become extinct by the end of the century,”
Morris said. “They had enough scientific
knowledge to think it was predestined and just
going to happen

The events of Cherokee removal, which
took place in northwest Georgia, arc
immediately relevant to Berry’s campus and
the Rome community. Snider said that it is
important to acknowledge that Berry sits on
what was once Cherokee land. She added that
Chief of StafY Casee Gilbert has been working
on a land acknowledgement for the college.

“T talked to Casee before and it sounds
like she would also like to put some of that
online so that we acknowledge that yes,
we're sitting on this land that other people
were dispossessed of before” Snider said.
“It wasn’t like Berry moved in right after the

finding  creative
solutions like the
casino, and if

know  anything
about the casi
enrolled  tribal
members get two checks a year from the tribal
proceeds. It’s not enough to live upon per se,
but $10,000 can help pay for a car: it can help
pay for college.”

Morris finds parallels between the conflict
over native removal and the current political
situation. In his talk, he compared the
controversy over removal to current debates
over reproductive and religious rights. He said

i prejudice similar to what the
LGBTQ community faces toda

“T always think of the LGBTQ community
as the new group that people are saying don’t
belong, don’t fit in,” Morri People that
believe those things almost act like a fear of
contamination-if you touch my child, they’ll
suddenly want to paint their fingernails., It’s
like it's something that can be caught, so it's
different group:

ccording to Cawood, it is important to
acknowledge and remember Cherokee history
because it is a difficult part of history in the
region that is casily overlooked
s important because it is often
of our history that we don’t like to talk
about,” Cawood said. “Tt’s difficult and it’s
hard to reconcile, but that doesn't mean that
it’s not important or that it shouldn’t be shared.
It just means that we have to take that hard
look at it and learn from it so that we're not in
danger of repeating those same mistakes, and
so that we have a full picture of history instead
of just a one-sided version.”

One way that students can involve
themselves in preserving Cherokee history
is by interning or working at the Chicfta

Event credits,

of the western tribes. it will. costuine

into next school
year.  According

Michael Morris to Snider, there

has been  high

student attendance, and it s though

i ble and willing to lead
discussions at Berry events.

They're going to bring some speakers in,
s0 we're going to meet and talk about whether
any of those would be applicable with interest
to Berry students as well,” Snider said. “And
if so, we'll do something similar again in the

I semester. I'd really love it if it interests
more students.”

You don't have to
wait for Thursday to
get your news! Follow
us on social media to
stay up-to-date:

n CampusCarrier

@CampusCarrier

@CampusCarrier

Follow each weekly
playlist on our Spotify

6 @CampusCarrier
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jarring part is how all spots were reserved
two d;

A large portion of the student body
living on campus were left irate and worried,
resulting in anonymous app Yik Yak being
overflowed with anger towards the situation
and the Housing Department.

Mr. Ryan Hogan, ABAC’s ¢ President
of Enrollment Management, Marketing, and
Communications, ¢ entative
of Public
questions and vers
this situation.

There were 450 applications pertaining
to the Place 100 and 200 dormitories. Both
buildings contain a mixture of 3-, and
4-person dorms complete with individual
rooms, a living room, and a Kitchen with a
stove and dishwasher. Note that returning
upperclassmen  and  fres could
complete the housing application.

Holland, a freshman
1s one of the last 40 applic
he originally hesitated until he heard how
fast spots were taken.

I'm kind of surprised I made it in,
he said. "It really seems messed up that
450 spots and that campus is

Relations, was able to answer

nformation regarding

we only hav
doing nothi
“I’'m not really happy with it.”” said Abby
junior biology major who did

I'he applicati

id not know about the process unti
was full.”

Hogan confirmed onc ki difference
between the 2024 and 2023 application: the
number of applications

ousing Ru

displayed on the home page.
Fall
added to better
which v
an improvement to the format overall to be
transparent and direct.

For some, thi I, but to
others, it was a domino effect that spiked
urgency. The Fall 2023 applications filled
up in late March, which is
0 2024,

“I'm sure it made people more urgent
and caused some panic.” said Alexander
Thibeault, a freshman crop and soil science
major who didn’t get in. “but the main issue
is that this shouldn’t be happening and that
there shouldn’t be this lack of housing.”

Ideal priorities for need
housing are those that live far away, can’t
drive. table cond

a stark contras

those who

or have un: ions at

When asked about orities. Hogan
tudents that are given 12-month-

ABAC Place sign. Photo by Tai Goodman.

nd that select
reserved  spaces

I'hus, perhaps t

in the future to accommodate

housing are priority,’
few organizations hav
n the residence halls.
could chang
students.
Junior ag-studies major Jennah Mercado
applied after being informed, but there
was still room for worry. “I have an ESA
[Emotional Support Animal], and as far as
I know, most apartments aren’t pet friendly,
and I don’t have $150 to get him certified.”
Housing released an
11 confirming all rooms are rese
mentioning a “waiting list.” and reminding
students of a November email regarding the
ation process.

email

removal w
or change in the email. removing
a condition for residence. Yet again,
perception  has t what this response
meant based on timi
On Housing’s side, this was a public
sponse (o provide support and explanation

News
January 25, 2024

omes

to disgruntled students.
understood our students needed
clarification on the statu
process,” said Hoge
wants to be as ope
possible with students.
‘or some students.
erceived as a means for covering a retreat.
1 feel like ABAC is [retreating]. but
I don’t think they’ll get away from it.”
Holland  said. tudents on campu
iting und common belief
ht prove strong.

WALB News 10 in Albany covered the
story Jan. 12 about students” overwhelming
dissatisfaction. Housing was not against

as the discussion
Just an exercise

of the housing
ABAC Housing
and transparent as

the email was

ABAC's Student Government
ion held a petition stand in front
of Town Hall with clearance from Housing
on January 16. The petition was to create
a new residence hall and improve general
conditions to provide a satisfactory living
environment.
“We have been following the process for
the University System of Georgia to conduct
a feasibility study to address ABAC’s
housing needs,” Hogan said concerning
the idea of another building. This would be
beneficial due to increased enrollmen
While a majority of the student body
sfied with this situation, Housing
ing their best to help anyone in need.
‘What remains is the question of what to do
for those that n’t getin.
Some students put faith in the waiting
list, others plan on getting an apartment,
may but the
worst case scenario are those that might
take a break or drop out. In time. hopefully
everyone can be accommodated for what
they need.

som take online classes,
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Students struggle to get by on stagnant LifeWorks wages
Low pay, hour limits and minimal raises push some to seekJobs off campus

Eric Zuniga
deputy news editor

James Fox
staff writer

es and limited opportunities for advancement
some students dissatisfied with Berry’s LifeWorks

some to seek jobs off campus in search of

Berry last revised its signature student work program in 2020,
ore the onset of the highest surge in inflation since 1981. The
college raised its base wage for student work from $7.25
per hour to $9 per hour while reducing
the maximum number of hours students
could work
Although student work wages have
remained unchanged, inflation has
increased prices by a cumulative 17%
over the past three years, according to
statistics from the Department of Labor.
This means that student worker € now
ss than what $9

has had to navigate the ualnv of livi
off student work wag
time at Berry. As

udent, she w attracted  to
Berry because of its emphasis on work
opportunities, but eventually found that

ampus jobs would not be enough to pay

her living expenses
e you get older, you have more
loans to pay off, I have
b|l|\’ I’m my |1c|\ uml llun 2s like that, |
£ 1 only had the Berry jot

 now has two jobs off’
den and as a music intern at a local church,
addition to a position on campus as a lead stage m.
music department. She said that working so much has taken a
lu” on her wellbeing and academic performance.
really fi ting because you get out of a nine to five
¢ of straight classes all that time, and then you have to go
4 jodfrey said
“It’s definitely been hard for sleeping and stuff. I don’t have time
to do a lot of homewor o | have to take my little breaks during
that I have now.

It makes you almost scream,”

The low student work wage: > made
Godfrey to justify keeping her job on campus.

the student work

program alive and that’s |
thriving like it is

now, you're going

to have to raise the

Sydney Godfrey

works in a supervisory role that is relevant to her di
often feels that the pay is not enough for her to full
to the job.

“The most difficult thing for me is probably having the
motivation to do that job on top of the other two that I do,”
Godfrey said. *1 want to devote all of my time to this Berry
because I love it, but it’s hard to do that if you're getting paid
more at another place

Many students feel limited by the 12-hour weekly work limit
and the current pay scale for LifeWorks jobs. The pay for level
4 and 5 supervisory positions is $9.50 per hour, only 50 cents
more than the introductory wage. Senior Hadley Davis, who
also works shifts at Olive Garden in addition to a job on-campus
in grounds. sz 4 se higher-level roles are not being

compensated fairly,

If you want to keep “I have friends

who have worked all
every single summer they become student
isors because of Davis said
‘re only making 50 cents more than
me, and they do a lot more than I do, and
r. They really need to have

should be based
off amount of work experience rather than
position level

“One of the people who works for me
has been a level one the entire three y
just because he didn’t ask for a raise
Godfrey said. “But it’s like, I shouldn’t have
ln ask for a raise. It should be an automatic,

e been in your position more than one
b.

Freshman animal science major Sarah
Roy works in two positions on campus, one
at a chicken coop under the Berry Farms
enterprises and another as a Cultural Events
usher. While she appreciates the relevant work experience,
she finds it difficult to get a good number of hours in a
crowded department.

“It’s not neces
like, I get paid tv
Roy said. “I do remember them saying it would help us pay, but
honestly. it’s kind of just pocket money. It’ll just get you by,
bare necessitie

Roy said that she now makes significantly less than she did
at a job at Dunkin’ Donuts, which has made it difficult to budget
for anything beyond necessitie:

“It was definitely hard to adjust to getting a smaller [wa
because | think my pa checks were like $300, and now
they’re like $50,” Rc¢ id. “T think that I buy less for myself.
I don’t really look p‘m bare nec ties anymore, or if a friend

the hours—
nterprises,”

Bear Luke | CAMPUS CARRIER
Sophomore Haven Dean sorts mail at the
post office. The mailroom is one of many
student employers on campus.
has a birthday coming up, I don’t really have the [ability] to go
out for stuff anymore
Though Berry often emphasizes its history as a school that
has given opportunities to the disadvantaged, the brunt of low
work wages 1s borne by students who are already struggling to
pay for college. Davis said that many students like herself don’t
I support from their family.
“I myself am in a scholarship group of people who come
from less than fortunate backgrounds, and I know a lot of us

have the privilege of finan

struggle to survive here because we don’t have parents that are
supporting us,” Dz “There are a lot of us here who don’t
have that privilege, and it’s hard for sure.™

Davis feels that the current wages also hurt the college as a
whole, giving students little

A more serious pay would lead to more serious workers,
Davis said. “People could feel like they're actually getting
real experience, making real mon and actually making
difference for their future lives. ummd of just wasting time here
to make some money to survi

I'hough students disagree on the feasibility of raising work
wages, many agree that significant changes should be made to
the LifeWorks program, which cost the college $5.4 million
in 2019. Godfrey should focus more on giving
students meaningful work opportunitie:

“A lot of these jobs are just us cutting the grass, or us
sitting the d
our homework,

son to take their work seriously

In Godfrey’s view. if Berry wants to keep student work as a
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An effort to acknowledge the Indigenous
land surrounding Berry by the administration
is currently underway
Staff Casee Gilbert, research related to the land
acknowledgement is still in progres

The land, originally belonging to the
Cherokee Nation in 1855 spanned the
northwest corner of Georgia and stretched
from North Carolina to Alabama, and included
parts of Mississippi and Tennessee. It was
taken from them during the Trail of Tears and
sold off through the lottery system.

Though the property Berry was built on
was not bought from the lottery system, it was
purchased from people who had originally
gotten in the lottery, H Department Chair
Christy Snider said.

“Berry did not directly benefit from the
displacement of the Cheroke: ider said.

While research on the land is still underway,
Gilbert and her team have worked to create a
campus marker to acknowledge the Cherokee
and their land, Gilbert said over email. The
marker includes information on the land
lotteries and the impact of historical landmarks
such as the Indian Removal Act of 18
Worcester v. Georgia and the Trail of Te:

“This marker will be placed on Viking
Trail,” Gilbert said over email.

Despite this, Jim Watkins,
english, rhetoric and writing, said Berry’s
recognition of its Indigenous history
could be improved with an official land

y. According to Chief of

professor of

Group

I

NEWS
Berry to soon acknowledge Indigenous land

acknowledgement statement.

“I personally would like to see Berry put
[out] a land acknowledgement statement,
but T also realize there are many Indigenous
leaders who don’t really find those land
acknowledgement statements very powerful or
meaningful,” Watkins said. “Some see it as just
a kind of tokenism that doesn’t really change
anything. If you feel bad about it, give some of
the land back. But others see it as an important
statement that we do need to recognize, that
another people once thrived on this land.”

The english and history departments strive
to provide students with informal opportunities
to learn more about the Cherokee and the land.

“I happen to be on a podcast about
Indigenous knowledge about the Coosa River

and all the guests on that podcast

re Cherokee and Muscogee Indians who

had knowledge about the Native American

practices with the land.,” Watkins said. “We

brought some of those people 10 give a talk in
the spring semester of last y

The english clepaxtment also offers a Native
American literature class, where students can
learn about the stories and context of the land
and Indigenous culture. It will be taught by
Watkins next semester.

This semester, the history department has
partnered with the Chieftai useum/Major
Ridge Home to bring speakers to campus to
talk about the region’s Cherokee history.

The Chieftains Museum/Major Ridge
Home, located in Rome. it is the historic
home of Major Ridge, a Cherokee leader who
represented the two factions of the Cherokees

who assimilated into white American culture.

his being pro-Treaty New Echota, which

traded Cherokee land in the east for land in
what is now Oklahoma back in 18

ur mission is to tell and interpret the

the Ridge family because they’re the

10 lived here, and it’s a part of our local

” Interim Museum Manager Cameron

7 encouraged all to visit and support
the museum.
“We always welcome visitors. group tours

Watkins said colleges have a rcsponsibility
to protect and honor the history of their land.

“Colleges have a responsibility to uncover
new information, share information with
the communities where they’re located and
should act as an institution that values local
knowledge about what happened in those
communities and brings information to the
local community,” Watkins said.

As an example, Watkins said there are
faculty at Bemry looking to erect a statue
in Rome memorializing lynching victims
documented in the early 20th century.

“That has been done in part through

of people on our faculty and

working in cross-community relations with
clergy and members of the Black community,
getting oral histories about segregation and
lynching and putting all those things together,”
id. “So th just something that

every institution of higher learning has a

Anna Gorman

Campus Carrier
Berry College

In Other News

Officers responded to nine fire
alarms between Nov. 11 and
Nov. 16.

An officer also responded to
a student who found firearms
and two boxes of ammunition in
Pilgrim on Nov. 13.

responsibility to provide opportunities for
community knowledge building.”

Snider said she would like to see the
Indigenous history of the land better
communicated around campus.

“[Like] how we have some of the other

round campus talking about historical
maybe we can do something like
that,” Snider said. “It’d be great if we had
some stronger connections with the modemn
Cherokee Nation, whether that is study
exchanges or things like that. I"d love to see
some of those happen.”
aid the best way to recognize the
In: genou land is to tell the story.

You know, recognize that things have
not always been this way, and honor the way
they lived and the things they did, because
the way they lived was a little different than
the Europeans that came here,” Abney ;
“But just because it’s different doesn’t mean
it’s wrong. Continuing to tell their story and
respecting the legacy that they left here for us
— that’s the most important thing.”
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YSU has earned a "red light” rating from the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, the worst

rating we have ever received. Here's what it means for the university community.

The Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, or FIRE, is a national organization dedicated to the

] Z , ; ; : i s
B I S preservation of free speech. They have helped college campuses in particular since their inception in 1339,
a 1 e y though they began to branch cutin 2022,
According to FIRE's speech code ratings, a “red light” rating for a university is defined as “at |east cne policy

(]
W l I S O n that clearly and substantially restricts the freedom of speech of students.” In this case, the main concerns

were regarding VSU's Information Resources Acceptable Use Policy.

“It prohibits using the internet to post ‘sexually-explicit material, hate-based material, hacker-related

Th e Sp e C t a t O r material, or other material that may be deemed detrimental to the integrity, image, and mission of the

University.”

Valdosta State University

Laura Beltz, FIRE's Director of Policy Reform, goes into further detail on why this is a problem.

“A public university can‘t limit speech merely because it is deemed sexually explicit, hateful, or detrimental

to the image of the university. That ban includes a great deal of protected speech, such as a tweet criticizing

www . vy sp ectator.comi20 24/02/28/red -alert-vsu-free- speech-in-danger/
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With many concerned about school safety
after the recent shooting at Apalachee High
School in Winder, Ga., the Berry College
Police Department (BCPD) is promoting its

onse training and continuing
ure.
ording to Berry College Police Chief
receive
jooter response training

“Our officersare inthatas oftenas we canget
them into some sort of active shooter response
traming,” Chesley said. “Some of them have
been through sort of like a multidisciplinary
approach lmmuxb that combines emergency
medical service, law enforcement response,
even communication center training, so they
can get a more holistic operational exposure.”

D also facilitates shooting response
mumnu for members of the Berry community.
group on campus can request the training,
which is meant to prepare participants to think
and react quickly in an active shooter event.
“The most important thing about these
just generating dialogue — period
— because one g know s that the
more we have conversations about a topic, the
more people engage in it mentally, the more
situationally ¢ people become of their
surroundings,” Chesley said. “We know that
that assists any sort of response or reactive
actions on the part of the person because they
have had time to pre-think that.”

Chesley said that the department is making
more concerted efforts to target its training to
different departments on campus

“What we have done more recently is to go
more local with our training opportunities,”
Chesley said. “We've tried to solicit that
and offer that training to departments, or
geographical areas on campus — maybe an
office suite or a department that lives in a
certain space — because it allows us to address

NEWS
Berry Police bolsters shootmg training, security

Krannert mgu staff, Oal Ilel staff and the
animal science and nursing departments.
Interest in the session changes depending on
current events,

We've been doing [the training] for
about a decade or longer, so it isn't a new
program, but like a lot of thing
that program sort of cycles,
“Right now, I can tell you, ther
interest in active shooter training, and that's
because of the things that ar
and nationwide.”

Resident assistants (RA) participate in the
shooting respos
job training.

interest n

y Ihdl going to be one of the areas of
target outside of academic buildings,” Dean of
Students Lindsey i

id all RAs were 51\'cntr;umm. 0

summer two weeks before the semester began.

vd County police and BCPD showed them
videos of active shooter drills and simulations
of how police would respond to an active
shooter threat. R/ ked through
the steps to take if there ive shooter
on campus. They ht how to
stop bleeding,

“I feel like they presented the material ina

that made it not so scary, but at the same
time it's a heavy topic, so there was a weight
to it,” Courtney said. “T think the v
pre

vhat it did, but it helped mak
easier to talk about.”

Ch ncouraged students to reach out to
the police department if they are interested in
receiving the training.

In addition to training, all faculty and staff
are given a folder containing information on
emergency response, evacuation procedures
and active shooter protocols

Though both Taylor and Chesley encourage

this training, specific details about BCPD's
nse plan are confidenti:

ive shooters are part of

y 'hat [we are]

never going to share is the full plan of how

you share a full plan of

then, more likely than not, the

sive security infrastructure
from active
shooter events. BCPD ov: managing and
manning the safety technologies used around
campus, such as the camera systems, license
plate recognition, driver’s license, student
ID scanning and physical access control, that
together create a “layered security
according to Chesls

system in and of itself is adequate,
here is just create

summer,

BCPD began installing
arking lots around campus and
is now finishing upgrades to its ph
access system. The department is looking into
deploying near field communications (NFC),
communication

and access wmml in blllldllb:h,

Chesley said that the new camera
technology can allow first respong to
address an emergency more qui

f we were aware of a threat coming into
campus, we have the ability to enter a tag
number or a driver’s license number to provide
us some alert and some earlier indication,”
Chesley said. “You can't solely rely on those
technologies but having them in pla Just
one more l\\-l at our dis

sed that, despite technology
improving, it is imperative students stay alert
for any unusual activity.

if you s cthing, say something,” Taylor
said. “It can happen anywhe: , know

Sept. 10- 14
Officers responded to eight
fire alarms.

Sept. 10
Officer provided a medical
assist at the Cage.

Sept. 11
Officer responded to a student
in Deerfield who felt like they
were going to pass out.

Sept. 13
Officer responded to a report of
astolen bicycle at West Mary.

Berry College
Campus Safety

For emergencies, call
(706) 236-2262

For non-emergencies, call
(706) 368-6999

“There have been times when [ get
screenshots of things of, even if it
actionable, [BCPD] just wants me to be av
of,” Taylor said. “If there are any students
of concemn, typically that's talked about in a
controlled group of people. We make decisions
on what type of intervention need to happen,
do parents need to brought in.”

said that BCPD regularly shar
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N e w S 124/724,7:38 PM Multiple allegations sustained in former police chiefinvestigation - The Spectator

Valdosta State University

u = 1500 North Patterson Street
e Valdosta, Georgia, 31698

Ms. Boddie-LaVan

| |
I n u e S tl ga tl [, Charles Alan Rowe, voluntarily resign my position as Chief of

Police for Valdosta State University effective immediately

Ve Respectfully, ‘
Reporting Sex

lst Plaist MULTIPLE ALLEGATIONS SUSTAINED IN FORMER POLIGE CHIEF INVESTIGATION
(Gt oup 1l © November 12,2024 M News, Spotlight, Top Hearlines, Topstory @ 2,203 Views

The former police chief of ¥SU was found to have consumed alcohel while on duty, falsified reports and
committed other offensive acts during his term, according to an investigative report released earlier this

month.

Je n na Acthird-party investigation of former Chief Alan Rowe proved multiple allegations to be sustained. According

to the report, he denies or disputes all the findings.

A t I I O I d Rowe resigned his position on Oct. 8, 2024, over a year after an incident happened on Oct. 7, 2023.

Areport had been made to a Hotline Report system when Rowe was seen consuming alcohel during a

Z l Z e Sp e < ' t a t O Z tailgate for the Delta State vs. ¥SU football game on Oct. 7. One officer said that he had smelled alcchol on
him and was told to leave the scene and to not share information about the incident.
Valdosta State
: % Rowe had worn a police themed t-shirt and was using a state vehicle throughout the evening. The Deputy
Chief of the Georgia Southern University PD, |. Clay Gracen, conducted the investigation into his case an
UnlverSlty hief of th oi h iversity N ducted the i igation into hi d

stated that he arrived in a state vehicle and left in his state vehicle after the game. He used the vehicle to

escort the football team with the lights and sirens activated.

www.va spectator.comi20 24/11/12 snultipl e-alle gations-sustained-in-former-police- chief-investig ation/
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JUST IN Ten years of community events with Live Wire Athens Most Popular Stories
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B Articles 18]

Today's TOp Story Iron Horse topples

CCSD officially opts out of HB 581

UGA addresses NIH grant cuts on ‘essential’
research costs

Asian restaurants in Athens worth the visit
Avid Bookshop to relocate this spring

History or parking: Athens preservationists
fight to save Saye Building

Your weekly horoscope: 2/17-2/23

Athens restaurant roundup: Valentine’s Day
specials, treats and deals

Reckless: Breaking down Georgia football
driving charges and UGAAA policy

Puma Yu’s owner appears on Chopped

SCHWAB

Homerrow—

~
https://www.redandblack.com/athensnews/reckless-breaking-down-georgia-football-driving-charges-and-ugaaa-policy/article_e79f98e6-edal-11ef-af25-2b292441e496.html -
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unfiltered, uncensored voice of the students

VSU 2024 GRADUATES

TOGETHER WE BURN BRIGHTER; LET'S CELEBRATE THE FLAME

See Letters From
Our Graduating
Editors pg. 2

See Fall 2024
Graduate Photos
pg. 6

See Listed Fall
2024 Graduates
pg. 8

See Blazers vs
The Golden
Bears pg. 4

See Congrats
from Spectator

Katie Holton
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Hunt Stevenson named Mr. ABAC 2024

15 Mack
tainment Editor

Hunt Stevenson of Macon,
been named Mr. ABAC 2024,

The event was hosted by ABAC
Minorities in  Agriculture, Natural
Resources, and  Related  Sciences
(MANRRS) club.

This is their second time hostin
it since the school’s local chapter
established in 2020. The last Mr. ABAC
contest was held in 2018,

Sponsors for the event include
Dairy and Heatcraft.

Colton Peacock, the winner of Mr.
ABAC 2023, and Jenna Williams, the
current Ms. ABAC 2024 titleholder, acted
as the masters of ceremonies. They both
provided commentary and information

ch of the event’s 16 contestants.
s for the p
Ellis, who established the Carolyn Ellis
School of Dance Studio (now the M

president of the Agronomy Club: a
dison Lane, an ABAC alum and former

e president of MA!

the night witha choreographed

the contestants performed to
a mashup of songs. The judging for the
event officially began with the creative
wear portion. Their personality, talent,
and charms were emphasized as they
donned fun costumes and engaged with
the crowd.

After initial introductions  were
complet ach contestant returned
10 the stage one by one in suits for the
formal wear. Peacock and Williams
provided details of their aspirations,
lives. and hobbics to the crowd.

During the intermission, attendees

were provided with the opportunity
ate money to boxes decorated
1, with the proceeds
going to charity. The chosen charity
for the event was The Weathered but
Hurricane Relief Fund, created
lition of GA organizations in
response to Hurricane Helene.
fter intermission, the top 10 finalists
were selected and lined up for the on
stage question portion. Each finalist was
given a randomly selected question with
only a moment to produce an answer
The questions were about topics such as
their inspirations and what they would
change given the opportunity. The tota
¢ then added, and the winners

Awards: Mr. Congeniality — Ridg
Smith, sponsored by Residence Lif
nd Housing: Best Essay - Nathan
Cain, sponsored by Collegiate FFA; 2nd
Runner-Up — Dee Harris, sponsored by
ABAC Ambassadors; 1st Runner-Up
~ Connor Hunt, sponsored by Baptist
Collegiate Ministry: Mr. ABAC — Hunt
Stevenson, sponsored by Sigma Alpha
Beta Nu

In response to his win, Stevenson

d, I’ tic and just blown away
1 tried my best for myself and the school
Thank you to ABAC. Thank you to
everyone

MANNRS Vice President Kayla

andez
hard
to the event’s
organization

For winning the Mr. ABAC pageant,
Hunt has reccived a monetary award
from MANNRS. He will be representing
the title at Stallion Days, Homecoming
Graduation, and other notable ABAC
events,
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Truck and Tractor Pull
The Ag Engineering Technology
) Club hosted the Truck and
Tractor Pull in Mar. 1974. According to
“The History of ABAC.” over 10.
people attended the event, and the ABAC
tractor named “Cracker Jack” won the
7,000 and 9,000-pound classes

Several students came to waich the
event outside the construction of the new
women's dorm but moved to Bowen Hall
after a can of mace was released in the

Students then began streaking in
the surrounding area, resulting in four
students” arrests.

hen 1 accepted the job as president,
I made an cath to uphold all Georgia
laws, and indecent exposure is punishable
by law.” former ABAC President Clyde

s said.

By 1975, the AET Club expected a
crowd of 20,000 at the annual tractor pull
The event w i

In
full-scale event back for the fi
30 years. The event opened with ABAC
Amba muel Peraza singing the
national anthem. At the time, the trucks

Stallions

HunTer HoLton
Staff Writer

Students spent two weeks in the Eastern
Cape of South Africa with the Shamwari
Conservation Expes [he group spent
most of their time on wilderness safari rides
and contributing (o conservation work

Dr. Jenny Harper, professor of biology.
and Beth Thomton, assistant professor
of biology, organized the wip over

car ago, planning the itinerary
tivities contributing 1o the animals &
communities in the area.

During the time spent in Shamwari
‘group participated in multiple conses

in half with different hands-on leaming
experi

The conservation experience included

ut on safari rides, tracking

nimals such as elephants and fions,
performing  procedures  on  animals,
experiencing  South  African  culture,
learning how to identify and clear invasive
species. and cutting down trees. Anniston
Hall participated in this conservation
experience in Shamwari. “We sat in a
classroom multiple times, but we went a
step further than that and we were put to
work. We had the ability to actually take
part in the conservation work that the
reserve offers and really got to see a day in

Presidents welcome rising
freshman to ABAC

Stallion

Must-have dorm room
essentials

Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College

How ABAC Traditions Came to Be

ed up (0 65,000 pounds,

Although the Truck and Tr:
had a 30-year hiatus, its popularity has
stayed strong over the past nine years
since its comeback

Annual Rodeo

The first rodeo held in ABAC's
history was on May 24, 1969, and was
sponsored by the Baldwin Rodco Club,
the Student Cabinet, and several alumni.
The rodeo had bronco busting, bull
ndnm bulldogging, and roping events.

rrently, the rodeo has bull riding,
I).arc ek riding, saddle brone riding,
steer wrestling, team roping, breakaway
roping, barrel racing, and fic down
roping events for participants.

At the time, the cost for admission
was $1.75 for adults and S1 for children.
Last year, tickets were $20 for adults, $10
for ages 6-17, and free for both ABAC
students and children under 5 years old.

In 1973, Terri Jo Langford
crowned Miss Rodeo USA and was
sp(m\un'd by the Rodeo Club and the

the  Alumni
ec Haw,
ck rodeo in 2011, and it h
on for the Tifton commus

Student Government Association

The first Student  Government
Association (SGA) President was Eugene
G. ams in 1936 however, GA
went down a long path to become the
or jon it is today.

Students took the initiative in Feb.
of 1962 1o start Student Government
to gather student input on disciplinary
matters, In fall 1961, is Hall adopted
a board of proctors who ultimately grew
into the present-day Student Government
Association.

In Vol. 2 Iss, 04 of The Stallion, one
of the members said, “The board is st up
{ n of the students. Without

SGA dxld the Student

an aciive, workable organization.”
In 1968, Charles Hall was selected
president, and Emory Johnson was
selected as vice president. The student
body approved the first SGA constitution
in spring 1969.

See Origin, Page 3

South GA farmers face
harsh summer weather

Thursday

www.abacstallion.com

-
Fillies team during a basketball game. Photo from
Stallion archives.

Take on Shamwari Experience

Students on. hill veriooking the Shamwari Conservation. Photo via ABAC Study Abroad Fscebook

the life of what the guides do every single
day and the work that the reserve does for
conservation,” Hall said.

The group also visited Shamwari's
Rehab Center where injured animals
recover and find asylum. One species of
animals at the center was the Cape Vulture,
They had been severely injured and were
even facing extinction

the animals with meals, nesting material,
and cleaned enclosures. The group
spent their weekends in Elizabeth,
experiencing the culture of the native

to the mall, and exploring

of study abroad, \llld('l"\ took classes

such as Conservation Management and

Biodiversity and Animal Behavior and
Conservation. The program required a
final project based on their work donc in
Shamwari.

We were presented with a village
s covered in trash houses with no
.10 power, no running water and

they're not guaranteed food safet

le to work and interact

with those people really helped all of us
tak y our «'nlclulncxﬂ

Haley Vagelienti participated in this

trip as well, She said, “We went to the

community (o build these cement slabs so

‘They have very corrupt governments
overthere whodon't give them the supplies
that they deserve, and basic human rights
that are being taken away from them.” she
continued. “Everyone should
1o water at the end of the day

These powerful scenes highlight the
benefits of study abroad programs overall.

Harper said, “It's
leaming about content. It's also leaming
about yourself and learning about other
people—those things you can't necessarily
get in the classroom the same way you can
when you're immersed in another culture.

See Shamwari, Page 2
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State of the Blazers

Chris Mercer
SPORTS-EDITOR
camercer@valdosta.edu

The second-ranked VSU
Blazers head into the bye week
with a perfect record. They are
7-0 on the season and 3-0 in the

standings and will remain there
going into the bye week
So, what has been the key to

The Spectator | www.vsuspectatol

the Blazer this season?
Well, the offense has been
torching the opposing defenses
all year.

Senior quarterback Sammy
Edwards is very much in the
running for the Harlon Hill award
this year as he is leading the fifth
best offense in all of Division 11

The offense is averaging
43 points per game, while
individually Edwards is
ranked third nationally among
quarterbacks in efficiency while

Valdosta State Defense runing out on to

Lady Blazers

Deurian Simpson
Srarr WriTer
desimpson@valdosta.edu

As the volleyball season
esses, the Lady Blazers led
h Kaleigh Zoucha have
shown a combination of offensive
power and defensive resilience,
aiming to se
position as they move deeper into
the end of the season.
The Lady Blazers’ success
this year has been driven by
standout performances from
several key players. Senior Jojo
Smith leads the team’s offensive
efforts with 243 kills this season.
establishing herself as a central
figure in their attack. Christina
Pettigrew, another key offensive
player, has accumulated 224 kills
while maintaining a high hitting
percentage and defensive at the
net with a team-high 59 blocks
Junior Mackenzie Murray,
closely following Smith with
234 kills, has added depth to the
offensive lineup

the GSC. Her efforts have helped

efforts of senior Audrey Bennett,
who has 572 assists, and redshirt
freshman Avery Mullins, who has
contributed 287 s, Together,
they have totaled 859 assists.
helping coordinate the team’s
plays and create opportunitics at
the net

Junior Katie Callenberger
has been a solid presence on
the defensive
surpassing 50
season, The team’s success
not come without its challenge:
however. Coach Zoucha and
her players have faced strong
opposition in recent weeks,
which has tested their resilience
and adaptability

The Lady Blazers kicked off
their recent four-game road
trip with a hard-fought five-set
battle against Union, emerg
victorious on the morning of
25. Later that day, they faced
the Lady Bulldogs again, taking
them down in four sets, 3-1
Building on this momentum, the
blazers continued their winnin;
streak in Memphis, sweepin;
Christian Brothers in three sets

he also ranked in the top 15 in
passing yards with 1,888 and
in the top 10 in touchdowns
with 18 touchdowns and zero
interceptions to go along with
four rushing touchdowns

One of the most si;
differences between the offense
and last year’s team was the
playing of the running-back
position, as last year’s squad did
not have a feature back that they
depended on

However, it had a well-

field Photo curtesy of Ibec Francis

on Oct 25, They
capped off the
week with a 3
victory over the
Lady Bucs on C
27, showeasing
their endurance
and skill under
pressure

The Lady
Blazers will be
back at home for
games on Nov 1
at 6 p.m. against
Montevallo and
Nov2at7 pm
against Alabama
Huntsville

T
head towards the playolls

om

balanced attack the previous year.
as they had two running backs
paving the way. One is graduate
student Blake Hester, who leads
the Blazers in rushing at 476
yards and nine touchdowns this
year, while senior running back
Alfonso Franklin has been just
as explosive as Hester, as he has
286 yards on the ground with six
touchdowns.

This year, a staple of the
Blazers have been the efforts
of the wide receivers, as many
of them have had bi
keep the Blazer’s offense going
Notably, it has been a big
for graduate student Rodne
Bullard, who leads the team
in receiving 484 yards and six
touchdowns

Meanwhile, the defense has
been stout all year It has allowed
only nine points per game this
season. They have also pitched
a shutout twice on the season

The undisputed defense leader
is graduate student Larry Elder,
who has been named GSC
player of the week four times
this season, more than any other
player. Overall, the team scored
atotal of 302 points and only
allowed 6

am looks to maintain perfection as they

With the Blazers appre
the season’s final stretch, they
face the best competition of th

finish the season on top of a
crowded GSC?

On one hand, the GSC has
several teams that can make a run
in the playoffs. West Alabama,
West Florida and Delta State are
very much in the race; however,
VSU does control its destiny. If
they win out, they will secure
their first outright Gulf South
Conference championship since
2019

They finish the season on
Nov.2 against the Chowan Haw
at home, then go on the road
against the Delta State Statesman
on Nov. 9 and then finish the
regular season against the West
Florida Argonauts for senior day
on Nov.16. As the season reaches
the final stretch, the Blazers
have an opportunity to achieve
perfection.

If they win their last three
regular-season games, it be the
first time since the Blazers have
gone unbeaten since 2019 In
a funny coincidence or not, the
previous national championship
team was also able to go unbeaten
to the championship. Let’s see if
history will favor the side of the
Blazers

makes strides as volleyball season progresses

the Blazers stay competitive,

especially in close games. T

team’s playmaking has been
rengthened by the combined
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SPORTS
Fall Sports Update: Previewing Conference Play

By Colin Hacksaw, Staff Writer

Piedmont Home Soccer Held jf Credit: Karl Moare

Men'’s Soccer

Piedmont’s men's socce 1 opened up its season with nine
consecutive out of conference games. These games inchided dominant
wins over Mississippi University for Woren (5 () and Warren Wilson
College (6 0), which contributed to their 4 3 ord. They encountered

ir hrst CCS opponent on S being postponed from Sept.
28, wmnmg athriller4 3 over A.,bury The season continues on home

Centre College on Oct. 6, followed by one of their final five

confarance games again,sf: LaGrange on Oct. 9. The Lions were ranked
number three in the conference preseason poll. They hope to exceed
expectations and earn themselves a bye in the tournament. They will
either pl st or second in the regular season, they will start the
tournament in the semi finals on Now 2. Otherwise, they will play their
furst round tournament gamee on Oct. 30,

Women's Soccer

Piedmont’s Women's soccer team has had a roller coaster of a season.
Starting with seven non CCS oppenents, the Lions were
worth noting their fir. garaes got ranked the 39th most challenging
edule in all of Division IIL Theyhave opened up their conference
by winning their first two games by a combined score of 13 0.
ough to hold SPCOX‘Ad place in the conference. They trail
Maryville, who isalso 2 0, but ahead due to their overall record. l'hP
Lions have a tough road ahead of them, playing strong conference
o finish the season, but they reake their case to earn a top
two seed and a bye to open up the tournament. They will continue their
journey with some Friday night lights action at horee on Oct. 4 against
Huntingdon College.

Volley

Piedmont’s volleyball tear has struggled early in the season, dealing
with soree adversity on and off the court A.ﬁer faﬂ.mg to 03 early only

of eight year head coach Jaraie M

volleyball, under interim head coa ch]e:ﬁBIack is off to a rough start,
The Lions are 1 9 overall on the season and 1 2 in conference pla:

The team only won thre in their first nine ga efore sweeping
Wes! -5 ts to none, They had middle of the pack
expectations in the preseason poll ranking fourth of nine in the
Collegiate Conference of the South. have 13 conference games left
and have some work to do, and they are currently sitting at sixth in the
conference, They continue their journey on Saturday;, Oct. 5, at home
against Covenant at noon and Lagrange at 4:00.

v.'he e thﬁy pIa ced s ond among e)ght tﬁam Piedmont took control of
some top spots in this meet with a podium finish at third by Sth year,
Walker Capelle, who also set a new PR. On top of that, they made up

a fifth of the top 20, featuring four Lions in this fop range. Next, they
traveled to Spartanburg, SC, to compete in the Converse Kickoff, where
they finished 14th of 22 teams. It was an outstanding performance
considering their competition. Piedmont was the only Division III team
in the meet and competed against ranked Division II teams and ranked
club teams. They will finish off their season with two more exhibition
meets before conferences on Nov. 1st. The team has a ring on their
mind, as they were th rites at the beginning of the season.

Women's Cross Country

Piedmont’s Women's cross country team traveled to the University of
North Georgla and Spartanburg in their [one two meets. In the UNG
meet, the team placed sixth of 11 with a shiny pedformance from junior
Skyler Seeber, who was the only Division III runner to place in the top
10, Due to dealin, they did not have enough
runners for an official placerent in the Converse Kickoff. They will have
two more meets before the one that matters on Now. 1st when they head
to Belhaven for the conference championship race.
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Stallions show resilience
in recent close victory

Tifton, GA. - The Stallions showed
determination in their latest matchup against
the Beacon Callege Blazers, coming out with
a hard-fought victory

spitc not getting the ball first, the
Stallions quicKly quickly recovered Nate
¥ orward, was a farce to be

oned with on the boards, grabbing key

ha
court from n, which was crucial in
setting up plays and finding open teammates,

The Stallions kept their heads in the game,

enges they faced. Their

hustle and determination were evident, with

Chris Foster sinking the first three-pointer

the game. Matthew Mairena took on

defenders head-on, eaming two free throws
in the process.

Ome of the game’s highlights came
when TJ. Smith executed an impressive
dunk after the Stallions got a steal. This
moment invigorated the team and the crowd,

asing the Stallions” ability to capitalize
play

By halftime, the Stallions were up 40-35
maintaining their lead. In the second half the
game picked up in infensity
hitting the ground nunning. /

T.J. Smith making a layup, setting the tonc for
the remainder of the half.

T.J. Smith proved to be a well-roundes
player who contributed sigrii
ends of the court. Nate Mobley was also a
vital defensive player, making a block that
prevented an opponent from sconing The
Stallions’ teamwork and communication
were apparent as they worked in unison to
maintain their lead

was when he dunked over two defenders
further solidif ontrol of the game:

allion’s aggressive defense led to

, and Tommie Hall dazzled the

crowd by dribbling through three defenders

to score a layup. TJ. Smith showed his

persistence by getting his own rebound after a

demonstrating the
'he final score of 88-86 reflected the hard
fought natire of the game and the Stallions’
detemination to come out on top.
he Stallions™ coach, Calvin Sinkfield,
reflected on the game, acknowledging the
challenges and arcas for improvement
L h one. We ta lot of things to
correct and achieve better execution, but I'm
proud of the win,” Sinkfield said.

Player TJ Smith echoed the ccach’s
sentiments. “It was a good, tough win. W
had some downs and ups, but we kept our
composure and pulled through,” he said.

The Stallion

ME THE GOLD
= | L

Fillies dominate court
during impressive win

Tifton, Basketball scason is in
full swing and the Fillies are dominating
the court. The Fillies Faced off against the
¢ Lady Blazers
con College
hey started strong against Beacon
g, F1), finishing the first
int lead. The team
showcased their determination, leaving the
nents struggling to keep up.
he game opened with Kasey Smikes
nter, setting a prominent
tone for the Fillies” aggressive play. Analis
Hemandez added to the defensive pressure
with a critical block early in the second
quarter. Despite some questionabl
from tained

opponents found  themselves
ly stopped by the Fillies' effective

defense, notably trapping

Madeline Duncan was able to make a
layup despite being closely guarded by two
defenders. By the end of the first half, the
Fillies were up by 5 points,

The second half began with Shakiria

ancy making an uncontested thre

nter, further extending the lead Faith
Hillmon consistently made her free throws
despite a few rough fouls from opponents.
Briana Marie Hemandez proved to be a

powerful force in the paint, excelling in
rebounding. Faith Hillmon also stood out
with her strong offensive plays, and Reese
Riddle showed solid all-around skills on
both ends of the court.

Emily Gamon displayed her quickness
and agility, often stealing the ball from the
opponents. The team's coordinated ef
on defense led to several key moments that
kept the opposition at bay

In the end, the Fillics tnumphed with
a decisive 75-55 victory. Their impressive
teamwork and strategy were evident
throughout the game.

After the game, the Fillies’ coach
praised the team’s perform,
feeling really

and tonight, Reese Riddle and
Hillmon truly shone,” the coach said
Player Faith Hillmon, shared
its on the game.
ough game becau:
lock in on what I had to do, but I'm
of how we played as a feam.”
he Fillies™ latest win is a testament
to their hard work and skills. With such a
they continue to show
8 e 10 be reckoned with
on the court. Their next home game is
mber 23 at 12 p.m. against the Point
University Skyhawks. To keep up with
them, follow their Instagram @abac_wbb.
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Viking soccer teams kick off season, looking for success

Stephen Slezak this year with the opponents being Mercer  Richard Vardy is back for his 22nd season  “We always want to win the conference,”
sporis-ediior University and The University of North as the head coach of the men’s soccer team. Vardy said. “Our conference is very

Georgia (UNG). Playing schools outside of  Throughout his previous 21 seasons, competitive. We practice every day as hard a;

division three in most sports like soccer is a  has compiled a record of 254-117-39. Va we can and compele in every game we play for

rare occurrence and one to be noted. Mercer  has coached 65 All-S/ selections with 90 minutes against a lot of strong opponents,”

is a division one program while UNG is three SAA championships coming in 2020, Leading the way for the Vikings are a mix

The soccer season has kicked off as the  division two 2014 and 2012. Berry comes into the season  of retumers and newcomers who look to take
Vikings look to build on the as “Its an opportunity, not an ol predicted to finish fourth in the SAA Men's back the conference championship. There are
vear. In 2023, the women’s team ended with  Brown said. “IU’s a great challenge for us.” soceer preseason poll 12 newcomers joining the Vikings for the 2024

u
a 5-10-1 record while the men’s team ended The Vikings start off’ the scason with a With the new additions to the Vikings son mixed in with 15 retumners. Five of the
with a 5-7-5 record. tough schedule, in hopes that it will prepare the  this year, team chemistry is something that newcomers are transfers from Birmingham-
Kathy Brown is back for her fifth seasonas  team for conference play later in the season. is crucial to be able to communicate with  Southern, was a member of the SAA, before

the head coach of the women’s soccer team.  With 22 retumning players, there is valuable one another on the field. This year’s team is  recently closing down in May of 2024.

Through the previous five seasons, Brown  veteran experience retumning to help guide this  veteran led with good depth of players behind ~ “We're got a good group of older player.
has compiled a record the starters. Vardy said. “Tracy
| of 31-25-4. Under her “We're playing “The team Moon, [Pirmin]
(] guidar the ing O very good teams, and  chemistry  is Blattman, they are
" finished second in the ur preseason was that's  intentional,” everybody i both in the MBA
e r l c e o 2022 Southern Athletic P Brown said along well”  Vardy | feel as th°u9h we program Jylan
Association SAA). g want to win s said. “When ever) Bloch. one of our
Berry comes into the like no other as far as games, More s fit and healthy. I feel  haya got a pretty deep eniors Jensen
season  predicted  to importantly is how as though we have got Brown who will
fimsh fourth m the 5 3 we play soccer a pretty deep team this hopefully score
SAA Women's soceer the intensity The  Vikings year When we s team this year some goals for us
eseason poll have started off making subs and this y Brock
With only a couple slow with a 0-3- going to the bench, I Shultz and Nate
weeks between  the Kathy Brown 2 record, however feel as though we do Richard Vardy Dulin will hopefully
start of school and the there is upside in

season opener, there is how the team has expectations .

not much time to ca: ce been playing for the Vikings have bring a lot of energy
S a ‘ e training intensifies with scrimmages  and ne to Covenant the other not changed from previous years. Winning to the team.”

practices working to prepare for the season X Brown said is an accomplishment that is first So far in the beginning of the s .
“Our preseason was like no other as far as  “We’re moving the ball: how we're playing the every team’s check list at Berry. The most  the Vikings have started 0-2-2 with e
' ] ] the intensity,” Brown said. e g e 1s really quality J Acl ame back in 2020, 1o Southwestern  and  Hardin-Simmons
D l V l S l O n B have never done before > ts conference play Sept with last vear the team finishing with a 1-3-3  University. Conference play starts Sept. 28

Berry scheduled two preseason scrimmages — at § record in the SAA at Sewanee

Campus

Carrier
Blshiaicy Col lege

Nico Klementzos | CAMPUS CARRIER

Berry prepares to take the field a?ainst Southern Virgina University, opening up their first game at home for the season. Junior, Elli
Moraitakis moves the ball up the field against Southern Virgina University.
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Engaged Couple Found Love on Campus

Hunter HoLton
Staff Writer

ABAC students Joey Schoonover
and Alyssa Sweat are celebrating their
recent engagement

Schoonover first mnoticed Sweat
playing volleyball. It was Sweat’s
freshman year and  Schoonover’s
sophomore year. They didn’t quite know
cach other yet, but Sweat admired him
from afar.

“T never thought Joey would notice
me,” Sweat said.

After spending time together at
ABAC’s Baptist Collegiate Ministry
(BCM), they caught each other’s ey

The couple knew they were the
ones for each other on a spring break
BCM mission trip. Having instantly

&y
Sweat shows off the rihg after the
surprise proposal.

connected during the trip, Schoonover
asked to be Sweat’s boyfriend soon after.

“He’s very thoughtful and mature
and can balance having a good time
and participating in leadership. When
he goes to speak, you want to listen to
him,” said Sweat.

Schoonover went through multiple
plans to propose to Sweat. He was
anxious as he planned out the proposal
with his mother.

The planning for Sweat’s birthday
party took place two or three months

. Schoonover wanted to take the
chivalric approach and get Sweat's
mother’s blessing.

“As we got closer, I thought I could
talk to her the night before. I ended
up not being able to. Then I talked to
them that morning at Hog-N-Bones. |
will never forget it because they told
me afterward that they were expecting
it. But I asked [her] mom I could
do it today, and then she responded,
“Today?"”

Sweat was completely surprised
as she thought they were just taking
pictures at their friend’s house. They
were going through different shots
and positions for the pictures when
the photographer asked Sweat to pose
for some single photos of her looking
off into the trees. She stood there for
nearly minutes while Schoonover
got the ring.

“T thought, oh, nothing’s happening
How could I be so gullible? But, I'm
glad I was,” Sweat said. She gave her
perspective as a woman seeing online
videos of people getting proposed to and
adoring them, calling them “delicate.”

Sweat’s world stood still during
her special moment.

4 -~
Love blossoms on the ABAC campus and leads to lifelong commitment.

“I said, *Actually, right now?’ Not in
a bad way, it was very serial. I thought,
‘Say yes!'™ said Sweat. wasn’t
expecting it at all, but it was a great
experience.”

They cherish the fact that their
relationship has brought them full
circle to where it all started for them.
The ceremony will be held at ABAC
chapel and the reception at the Peanut
Museum at the GMA.

During this interview, the love
between Schoonover and Sweat was

nfectious. Their love and admiration
of one another was on full display with
cach flash of Sweat’s smile whenever
she talked about her fiancé.

Schoonover and Sweat’s engagement
shows that anyone can find love here
at ABAC—all it takes is time and
patience.

ntring.

PHOTOS | TOW THRE|
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Berry scary ghost stories to tell in the

dark

Abigail Dunagan
JSeatures editor
Cammie Wilks
asst. features editor

As the leaves begin to change colors and the weather starts
to cool down, the month of October marks the beginning of
the fall season. October is a time to watch classic horror films
and tell scary stonies around the fireplace to set the mood for
the Halloween season. While most people dismiss these stories
as made-up myths, Berry College has its own share of ghost
stories that are said to be true. These stories originate in some
of the campus’ oldest buildings, with ghost sightings being
reported back 50 years.

One of Berry’s most well-known ghost stories is the tale of
the Green Lady. She is said to haunt Lavender Mountain Road,
the road leading to Mountain Campus. This road is commonly
referred to as “Stretch Road” by students.

As with all ghost stories, different versions of the story
exist depending on who is telling it. One account claimed
that she is the spirit of Berry student Lindsey Elizabeth Will,
who tragically passed away in 1987 in a bicycle accident on
Stretch Road. Her boyfriend rode ahead of her on the trail, but
when he turned around to look for her it was oo dark to see.
While driving back down the path, the couple suffered a severe
bike crash, with Will sustaining fatal head injuries. This tale
is generally the most accepted account of the story, although
there are a few different versions of this story, Some believe
that Will and her boyfriend were driving down Stretch Road in
a car when they gof into a heated argument, Will asked to be
Tet out of the vehicle, and on the way back her boyfriend lost
contral of the car and crashed into her:

Another account from the Campus Carrier archives reports
that the Green Lady was a woman who passed away in 1923
in a housefire near Stretch Road. A third, uncommon account
claims that she is the spirt of a girl who killed herself near
Stretch Road by carbon monoxide poisoning in the winter
of 1987.

Although the versions of exactly who this mysterious
figure is differ across sources, they seem to come to the same
conclusion about the spirit herself: she is always spotted along.
Stretch Road and is seen wearing a tattered green dress and a
bonnet around her neck. Some say that her eyes have rotted
away. leaving fwo gaping holes in the place of her eye sockets.
She can take the form of a green cloud of smoke, and she
sometimes appears directly in front of cars driving down the
road at night.

According to rumors, the Green Lady can be summoned
while driving down Stretch Road at night. If her name is
repeated three times, her face will appear in the rear-view
mirror of the vehicle,

The Hoge building is one of Bery’s oldest, dating all
the way back to 1905 when it was constructed by students
for classrooms. It once served as Martha Bemry’s office and
the administration hall. With such an extensive history, this
old building has been subject to many ghost sightings over
the years.

There are many stories about Hoge, and it is reportedly
of the most haunted locations on campus. In one story, an
employee came in the Hoge building at night. and she saw
a transparent-looking man dressed as a confederate soldier.
‘When he went up the stairs, she followed him to find there was
no one there, In another story. which was found in the Campus

Carrier archives, past students reported that their things kept
moving around in the music studios of Hoge. Additionally,
students could hear voices around the building, even if no one
else was present.

Perhaps the most chilling tale to come from Hoge is a
famous story about a professor and her daughter. A professor
had come to Hoge with her child. while she was working,
she heard her daughter having a conversation. When the
professor went to see who her daughter was talking to. she
saw that no one was there. When asked who she was talking.
1o, her daughter replied that she spoke to “a nice lady with
cold hands.” Perplexed, the professor took her daughter home.
Days later, when she brought her to campus, her daughter saw
a picture of Martha Berry in Krannert and claimed that it wes
the lady she met.

Home to some of the most common ghost stories is Oak
Hill. Being builtin the 18807, it was home (o the Berry Family.
Although it now serves as a museum. there are multiple reports
of ghost sightings on the grounds. Students whe have worked
and entered the home have claimed that there are multiple
ghosts haunting the house. One of the kinder ghosts lingering
around the home is believed to be Martha Freeman. the Berry
family’s housekeeper who died in 1951. Students in the past
have reported smelling different baking ingredients in the
kitchen of the house, such as cinnamon, ginger and peanut
butter. One day. students were hunting for a certain book in Oak
Hill’s library, and the book they were searching for happened
to fall off the shelf right in front of them. Finally, the grounds
team of Oak Hill were once trimming shrubs and heard the
sound of dishes being washed from the house’s kitchen. Upon
investigation, however. no one was found in the kitchen,

PHOTO COURTESY OF BERRY COLLEGE DIGITAL ARCHIVES

These images show the inside and outside of the Hoge Building, which served as the administrative building and Martha Berry’s personal
office for several years. The building has been the location of several ghost sightings over the past 70 years.
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Report: police chief

Alcohol, false reports, ethics v

Jenna Arnold
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
imarnold@valdosta.edu

The former police chief of VU

was found to have consumed

al 1 while on duty, falsified

re ommitted other

offensive acts during his term,
ording toan im

a
report released carlicr this month

A third-party investigation
of fomer ChiefAlan Rowe
proved multiple allegations to
be sustained. According to the
re utes all

23
A report had been made to

aHotline Repor

Rowe wa

alcohol duringa t

ehicle was found later that
evening He reportedly told
investigator Chris McBride that
he had been consuming alcohol
during the tailgate.

There was sufficient evidence
to prove that that the allegation
of consuming alcohol and a
violation ofthe VSU PD policy
on possession and use of alcohol
had been found sustained.

In his rebuttal from the
findings, Rowe denies the
situation completely.

S el fVAE) o

and assumption,” said Rowe

“With regard to the allegation that
nsumed alcohol while on duty,

There was sufficient evidence

that he falsely signed off on

w0 tmining rost
G IALARAE Shitarove

that the VSU PD follow certain

Crime Infomation Center (C
misuse and failure to report
GCIC violations were also found
sustained

There was sufficient evidence
to prove Rowe had withheld
information ﬁ'om the Director of

pan what
occurred. He also failed to report
misuse by an officer on staff with
the VFD

Rowe denied these claims also

“There is no evidence to
support the charge that [
Imowingly and willfully falsified,
concealed or covered up and
facor documentn vilation of

All the fullo\'m 2 a.lle"auon"
found to be su: d.

that he engagedin
behavior.

Gras
with an anonymous sourc
confirmed being present and
istening to R owe make remarks

hemselves and others that were

criminatory.
“Iam unable to providea

1y deny anyal gations of
th nments being
made”
The Spectator reached out to
Rowe, but he macde no comment.
Based on the investigation

Teanine Boddie-LaVan

November

nolated policies

olations among sustained charges in case

repor, Rowe had comited.
Vi Dla rgi

VSU polic

f'aptam Bryant Leverelt has

the interim
tor since the sumimer. Deputy
ChiefDennis Dorsey from the
University of North G eorgia will
tion until a

permanent police chiefis found

There will be an on- o
interview proc b
presentation of the s
explanation as to why they would
bean excellent chief ofpolice
will be presented. The VSU
community is able to attend the
event and ask questions,

Chief Human Resources Officer

i
Delta State vs. VSU football game  standards during the

ments to ret
on Oct. 7. One offi cer said that he

cation, fal Valdosta State University

3rd Place

The

ectator
Valdosta

Stellte
T NS B

had smelled alcohol on him and
was told to leave the
not share information about the
incident

Rowe had worn 2 pnhce

d

te vehicle and lefl in his state
vehicle after the game He used
the vehicle to escort the football
team with the lights and sirens

i

Rowe had reported his vehicle

ne and to

Govemm
(He) viewed his signature and
confir 1
as confirmed he was not pre.En'.
during the classes,”
However, Ruwe denied the
tion of documents.

mfurmau on relati
misuse, failure

ements and

LB
writings, concealment of facts and

fraudulent documents in matters
within jurisdiction of state or
Political subdivision
Thaer one allegation to be
| engaging in
rma.hatury ot discriminating

Thereis suficient evidence
gagedin

500 North Patterson Sireet
Valdosta, Georgia. 31698

Respectfully,

Alan Rowe

‘missing during the game because

he thought it was stolen. The

Donald Trump wins

election 312-226

Former President
Donal :1 Trump has won
the 20

The1
determined by Trump
gaining the support of
swing states. He
rgia by 50.7%,
as per the As:
Press satistic. Wisc

beatiibuted to ho
uncertainty of the
Democratic Party after
President Joe Biden
announced that he was

110 longer runni
re-election, insts
endorsing Vice Pr
Kamala Harrisas
presidential candidat
B efore exiting the race,
‘hisapproval rate was
/%, according to CNB C

This has caused

uncertainty and fear

y about the
future of America under
Trump’s second term
Trump had allegedly
emboldened foll owers
into an attempted
insurrection following
hisloss to Biden on
6,202 and fers ave

d over violenc

Bailey Wilson
ManaGinGg Epimor
bailewilson@valdosta.edu
There is also worry due
to Trump being convicted
for 34 felony counts of
falsifying records, all

he was found

It is uncertain whether
legal o
comglicate the election,
as ofnow, Trump will
€ sworn in on Jan. 20,
andis ex
bein office until 2028

 there is
it evidence to prove

1 Police Chief Alan Rowe'sre:

Courtesy of VSU.

nation letter.

Two dead after shooting

on Halloween

Bailey Wilson
ManainG Epitor
bailewilson@valdosta.edu

Two men were killed
and one hospitalized ina
shooting outside ofa bar
in Remerton on Friday,

ment began
abar on

Halloween night, which

lated ml a :hn (\(ml(

Four off-duty deputi
Lowndes County Sheri
ufﬁ:ewere present on the
e when shots beg
$03 e it et s
called to assist.
Right after this incident,

more shots were heard,
more deputies
to intervene, according to
the Valdosta Daily Times
Two civilians died in
the incident and one of the
deputies was injured, buta
bull etproof vest prevented
furt! ither

students.

“...One of my fiends
told me to duck, la:
why and sh
were gunshots,” Jame:

et shot,

witnessed the culprit get
inthe head. Then |

ranto the car and got back

home and made pl

calls toall

night

brothers and little sisters
who were with meat the
bar It very v and
1 66 gl o vt il
back there”

Weapons were found
on the ne that are
connected to the shooting

fi r information
d

This shooting happened
almost a year after Brianna
Long,a a
hygiene major at VSU,
was killed after being
ught in the cro;
a shootout at Flip Flops
nightclub on Oct. 29,
2023. Her case remains
unsolved, and GB 1 is still
searching for information
related to her death
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Our view: Abolish Greek life for a safer future for college students

There are 750.000 undergraduate members in 12.
fraterinity and sorority chapters on more than 800 campuses in
the United States and Canada according 1o data provided by the
University of New Mexico. Greek life consists of fratemities
and sororities,
foster pe
from older members. Thes
as service, sisterhood and brotherhood, all while providing
support throughout college and even after graduation. While
Greek life may appear beneficial on the surface, it often f
significant challenges at its core.

Many of these organizatior
associated with s

largely be
erves as the foundation for
therings and parties on
es. Centered around social
activities are of alcohol and substance
abuse among younger members after
being introduce

¢ older members ding to the

fraternities and

are often associated witn Women not affiliated  among these women

hazing and alcohol abus These
organizations gather a reputation for
which is supported
accidents involving property damage and dru
mong more serious incidents like deaths
from hazing,

st, schools like Berry. which donot have fraternities
or sororities, tend to foster a calmer campus environment. The
absence of frequent parties reduces the presence of alcohol on
campus, allowing students to focus more on their academic

d career goals
In addition, Greek life has a troubling association with
higher rates of se < sley writes for Our
Wave, an organization that focuses on empowering survivors
of sexual harm. In her article on sexual assault trends within

Women in ank their
sororities are 74 while  fratemitie
percent more ook progediive
likely to be raped
compared to

with sororities Press at

Greek life, she notes that men are more likely to experience
assaull in these environments. Along with that, women in
sororities are 74% more likely to be raped compared 1o
women not affiliated with sororities. Beyond this, Greek life
is often criticize
Membership often depen
members need to “know sc " to gain acceptance.
Another pri in relation to Greek life

rushing. Rushing that potential Greek life
members < i orority or fraternity. This process

is highly selective. It

begins with students

as prospective

preferred  group:
and sororit

members in return
after only a wee

worth of interviews
This can create a
sense of competition

andmen. Asthe
State

‘a program with a genuine s
not place certain women at higher values than others” These

sterhood” would

organizations are also frequently criticized for la

and socioeconomic diversity, with membership predominantly
composed of white men and women from higher-income
backgrounds. This culture has led many to associate Greek

Another minor problem with Greek life include the
significant time commitment, which many
may struggle to bals
can be time-consuming, with mandatory meetings, events
and other obligations that may conflict with academic or

This week’s instagram poll:

Colleges
should consider
abolishing Greek

life altogether

alternative ways

personal r Additionally, the financial burden
is considerable, with sororities and fraternities often costing
students between 0 and $1, per semester, according
to the College Benefits Research Group. Members who miss
just one event can face fines ranging from
reported by the State Press

Recently, students involved in Greek life have begun
sharing their experiences and calling for the abolition of
these organizations. sh Greek life” movement has

g concerns about exclusivit

classism, and other systemic issues
While Gr life promotes close bonds

gained a following

among its mem there are many
alternative ways to build meaningful
connections in college. Students can join
articipate in intramural sports or

talk with peers in their classes
Fortunately, Berry does mot have
Greek life, which was a deciding factor
y students,

and investing in

that colleges can
community and engagement without the
reputational ris] ciated with Gre

to build campus e For these organizations to become

more inclusive, le:
harmful, they should prioritize funding
actively work to admit members from diverse backgrounds
However, the persistent issues harmful behaviors tied to Greek
life suggest that changing the system may not be enough
should consider abolishing Greek life altogether
and investing in alternative ways to build campus community.
shown by schools like Berry, thriving without fraternities
¢ possible but also beneficial, fostering
afer and more inclusive environment for all students.

The Carrier's editorial opinion represents the views of the
senior members of the Campus Carrier and Viking Fusion
news staff.

Follow
@campuscarrier
on Instagram
to vote in the
weekly poll!
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Held in downtown Tifton, several
volunteers showed up 1o support the
annual Walk to End Alzheimer’s, with the
hope of bringing Alzheimer’s to an end

According 1o Chrystal Bell an
employee for the Alzheimer's Association,
“The Walk to End Alzheimer's is the
largest fundraiser for the Alzheimer’s
Association. We provide care support,

n services, research and advocacy

the behalf of those living w

heimer's or other dementia and their
aregivers and families. The Walk to End
Alzheimer’s helps us fund our initiatives
10 help those facing this terrible discase

Partnering  with the Alzheimer’s
Association 10 hold the event, Edward
Jones, a financial service firm, raised over
$45 million, roughly 50% of which came
from the 115,000 associates at the firm.

Second ThunderCon is
Successful

Artificial Intelligence is
Harmful for Student Use

Stalh

Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College

Walk to End Alzheimer’s Visits Tifton
Community Raises Awareness For a Cause

The committee responsible for  the
walk was Derck with Belmont: Gina
Miller with Country Financial: Amand:
Brack with Quality Employment: Kim
Blackstock  with Regency  Southem
Care Hospice: Mallory Thompson with
‘Tradition Help: Evangela Hampton with
Abide Home d Bell

Each of them came from a different
line of work but came together to help
make the walk happen. Other volunteers
who came out o help as well were the
Tiftarea Auto Club,

Future Farmers  of

Steve Goldman and Health Occupations
Students of America (HOSA), Jenna
Williams and the ABAC Ambassadors,
and Madison Fogel and WALB-TV

Coc: A
provide the drink
helped provide coffee.

See Alzheimers, Page 4

2024 Agricultural
Education Cohort
Profile

Thursday
October 17, 2024

ol

www.abacstallion.com

Student Crowned Miss Fiesta del Pueblo

ANSLEE JAMES
Edor i Chinf

 Fulwood Park received a taste of
II||lIH at the 26th La Fiesta del

rgest cultural festival

showcased

Miss Fiesta del Pueblo
Prior to the festival, the committce
hosted the Miss Fiesta del Pucblo pageant.

Lionela Gutierrez wearing her regalia.

Lionela Gutierrez was crowned Miss Fiesta
del Pucblo 2024
Being crowned as Miss Fiesta

represent my community in a unique w
Gutierrez said. “It is an honor 10 not only
be a representative of Ficsta del Pucblo,
but to use my platform that [ have g

0 spread awareness o things that mattet in
our communi

Gutierrez is a third year at Abraham
Baldwin Agriculural College (ABAC),
m she is double majoring in history

and  wiiting  and
heavily involved
community by worki
a dispatcher for the Forestry
Commission.

Her ABAC involvement includes
being the president and co-founder of the
Judiciary Law Club and tallion Society
Orientation Leader. She lso scrved as the
School of Arts and Sciences Senator of the
Student Government Association. After she
graduates from ABAC, Gutierrez
20 into the Peace Corps o help those in
need before eventually going to law school
1o pursue a carcer in intemational relations.

Gutierrez said, “My favorite part [of
the pageant] is meeting new people and
developing relationships with all of the

girls who participated in the pageant. I feel
asif 1 got to leam something unique about
every person, and 1 used that 10 help me
grow into the person | want to be.”

Victoria Garcia was the first runner-up,
and Wendy Gomez was the second runner-
up. Among the other contestants were

Michelle Barrios, Giana Calvillo Menjivar,
Vanessa Rose Ortiz, and Eve

Janyra Garcia, Miss Fiesta del Pueblo
2023, had a busy reign with appearances.
such as assisting with the summer read

and being in the Tift County Christmas
parade. She also attended
Hispanic Heritage Month.

“The goal [of the festivall is to share
our roots with others and to show our

gallery for

10 allow others to see the

lture from the

food. clothing, jewelry, music and even
dances.” Garcia said.

The pageant consisted of a_group

the top three conte:

on-stage question. M

band, performed at the pageant to bring a
lively intermission.

See Fiesta, Page

Contestants competed in cultural wear.
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police chief re-

signs from position

Jenna Arnold

Eomon-IN-Chier

university
The commitiee

jmarnold@valdosta.edu Will consist of

Former J Police
Chief Alan Rowe
voluntarily resigned
his position carlier this
month

Rowe had been
placed on paid
administrative leave,
according to the
university

SU

is underway
information is av
as to why he was
laced on leave.
Captain Bryant
Leverett is serving :
the interim director
while the search for a
replacement continues.
a police
piain at p\u;usl.l

U

10 his Linkedin, prof
Rowe had served

as chicf of police

Pavo, Georgia, when

he w

joined VSU in 2015

as the emergency

management

coordinator. He

officially began serving

as chief of police in

2017 after serving as

nterim director of
nd chicf

He later was sworn
in as the 60th president
of the Georgia

ssociation of Chiefs
of Police.

There is no
timeframe for when
the new chief will be
appointed

A search commitice
will be announced 1o
assist in the hiring of
VSU’s next police
chief. according to the

VSU

Armone’ Gates

Starr ReporTeR

angates@valdosta.edu N U

in the previous y

ar.
The Journal .m.Ah ®sa
. graduation
er opportunities and othe

salary impact

ranking of the best U.S

wece i the ‘top of the
college programs of 20

Princeton University
University.
llege.

Though VSU
ranking

Yale Universi

|bson oII»L;

VSU and the

University System
of Georgia staf
members. They will
review applics

nd oversee refere:
checks.

There will be an
on-campus interview
process where a public
presentation of the
candidate’s background
and an explanation

1o why they would

resented.

Students, faculty
and stafl are allowed
to attend the event
and ask the candidates
questions

President Dr.
Richard Carvajal, the
Department of Public
Safety and the Finance

nd Administrative
staff will also meet
with the candidate:
when they 're on
campus.

‘The director of
public safety position
reports 10 the vik
president for finance

ind administration at
. Tray Martin.

The Dircctor of

ic Safety is an

t
said Martin.

for someone with a
strong background
in law enforcement
and leadership. This
position requires
someone who likes
being involved on
mpus and recognizes
that nothing is more
important than the
fety of our students.
culty, and staff.”

ranked 408 in W

VSU finished 408th out of
500 colleges within America
he Wall Street Jounal's
annual ranking of the best
colleges, down from 319th

riety of statistics, including
nvironment,

in Oldxl to conduct its
ch year.

ch or business schools
as being ranked the best

e ranked in the top five included

aremont Mckenna

ands ranked at 408 in the overall
. it was ranked higher in many other

The Spectator | www.vsuspectator.com
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VSU

Gmun(ll)r cal
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ing celebration for

5()..) mllh()n PAC inv estment

State officials and

Jenna Arnold
Evior-In-Crier
jmarnold@valdosta.edu

The official groundbreaking for
VSU's new $36.5 million performing
ants center was celebrated on Friday.
Oct. 25. It will be the 43.128 square
foot home for theatre and dance
programs.

State officials, VSU President Richard
Carvial and oflierspicked up shovels

The new performing ants
be the of theatre of the
State of Georgia. attracting tourism and
Iunlmrslnn;»_ll\mm,llrmu 1 and
theatre programs at VSU. The theatre
plans to open in Spring 2

It i being constructed near
intersection of Northside Drive and
Ashley Street, near North Campus

Dr. Carvajal explained the necessity
for lv.\\ theatre, as the old one

'\\’c lmdall ater that was da
said Dr. Carvajal. “It didn’t have the
technology needed to offer the kind of
shows that the caliber of the actor was
ready to deliver”

He believes that it will attract and
increase tourism fo shows and concerts.
“Imagine with me, if you will, the

number of tour buses that will drive

all Street Journal’s Best U

that were analyzed by the Journal. \SL
70 in student experience, No.

in
in social mobility and No. 244 in best g
s surveyed in the Ethri
placed at No. 11, just above Mercer
University and just below Morehouse College. The 1op
ia Tech, Emory
Spellman College
< expressed their thoughts and

Out of the 16 Georgia coll
Journal, VSU wa

four colléges from Georgia were Geol
University. University of Georgia and

Many students h
opinions on VSU’s school ranking,

“I'm kind of disappointed because I f
school should have been ranked higher,
Sikes, a sophomore mass media major from W

Robins, Georgia. “This school is a g
more about yourself and career path.”

Sikes thought diversity was a strength within Sikes. I

we were ranked 78 out

diverse university shows that our institution is built upon
b:

community of students from diver
arc navigating the world around them,
Some students expressed w

down Ashley Street and dnive into this

parking fot.and they will come and |Ivc\

will stay he

will stay in our lmkk they will eat

in our restaur; they will go out to

Wild Adventures and they \\lll play our
ampionship golf course:

‘The Master of Ceremonies and
Associates Professor or Theatre Voice
and Acting, lan Anderson, led the event

“This will become an artist b.«IL&VI\
for all of the communities in l he
Georgia Region.” said Anders
are here today to enrich this col!ll!ll!l\ll).
10 invest in this community and 1o grow
with this community.

Numerous organizations came
together to make this dream a reality
T i ’s Board of Regents. the

stem of Georgia's Office of

nd Facilitics. the Georgi
acing and Investment, the
d of Trustecs, the

e Summer Theatre Board and

P
others joined together to support the
funding for the new theatre

ind Jodi RdeIIIL the

Director of Office of Gov. Brian [\ullp

\\n: ranked Y\o Iual\, ranking.

1y, No.

Georgia. “Most s

1 like our
said Shaye

m
place to learn

make VSU special
500 for most

where you

s for VSU to achieve a

.S Colleg

throughout Georgia and the country.
2¢, a sophomore mass media major from Dawson,
hools don’t waive it and il\ldgm& tend
10 apply for schools that don't ask for those s
Ellmdgn praised the activeness of VSU' su‘)mmuml\
“We stand out from other schools due to student
gement within the community and

escape,
Blazer Nation,” she said.

by Jenna Arnold

SU administrators (and Blaze) break the ground on the new Performing Arts Center.

united in the groundbreaking
Blake Pearce, demic Affairs
and University Advancement, made
remarks explaining the difficulties of
planning for such a large project
“This

We

a global pandemiic, a global supply
chain shortage. a skilled labor shortage.
unprecedented inflationary
countless revision sessions, design
planning projects. and budget reviews.”

He then shared his vision for the
future once the building is completed

Tt’s going to become a destination

for local, regional and national visitors
experiencing our performances,
he said. “This building will serve
generations of students. introducing
them to contempo tices within
their respective ficlds of study.”

Chancellor Sonny Purdue supported
the construction of the theatre and
spoke at the event

1 look forward to ¢

wife and I, and enjoying one of those
performances that this great school of
arts will put on as we go forward and
sce what can happen. Part of a great
education, well-rounded, for many
types of disciplines here that ~u.u s
rom across the stat
are enjoying here al
University

said Ashlyn

mpus events.
ust cnough students

in attendance, the events feel more enjoyable than
overpopulated,” said Ethridg
The Spectator contacted the VSU president’s office for
comment about the ranking, but did not receive answers
in ime for publication
© many students, enjoys the little things that

“I love how pretty our campus is. from the trees all
around to the beautiful

and front lawn. This is a place
. and embrace the spark of
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