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First Place (at right)
The Courier Herald, Dublin

Second Place

The Courier Herald, Dublin

Third Place
The Courier Herald, Dublin
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First Place (at right)
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First Place (at right)
The Walton Tribune, Monroe

Second Place
The Walton Tribune, Monroe

Third Place
The Walton Tribune, Monroe
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First Place (at right)
Americus Times-Recorder

Second Place
Morgan County Citizen,
Madison

Third Place

Ken Gustafson
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Second Place
The Clinch County News,
Homerville

Third Place
The Clinch County News,
Homerville




Division G
Special
Sections

First Place (at right)
Smoke Signals, Big Canoe

Second Place
Smoke Signals, Big Canoe

Third Place
Smoke Signals, Big Canoe
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Division A - Feature Writing

POLLY'S PEOPLE

Family celebrates Lib Gnann’s heavenly birthday

Polly Powers Stramm

n arecent Sunday
night at a local
Mexican restau-

rant, a group of about 16
men and wormen laughed,
sipped margaritas and
held up sweet photo-
graphs of a smiling elderly
woman wearing a huge
sombrero — a special
oversized hat that the
eatery’s servers haul out
for birthday celebrations.
The festive occasion
included toasts hoisted
high, much laughter, tra-
ditional Mexican food and
margaritas aplenty. It was
Elizabeth “Lib” Gnann's

Ontheweb

See more photos with this
column at savannahnow.
com/accent/columnists.

8oth birthday, and family
and friends were honor-
ing a true Southern lady.
Although Lib diedin
February, her daugh-
ter Janet Gnann and her
granddaughter Lake
Gnann Daigle and a few
of their friends who knew
Lib — also known as
Mama and Grandmother
— decided her first birth-
day in heaven should
be both a celebration
and the continuation of
a tradition that began
more than a decade ago.
“Even before Daddy
(Jack Gnann} died 10 years
ago, I would take Mama

See POLLY, A7

From left, Lisa Gnann, Janet Gnann, Donna Cohen and Donna
Orzada celebrate Lib Gnann’s first heavenly birthday. Lib’s
photo is on the sticks they are holding. [PHOTO COURTESY OF THE
GNANN FAMILY]

First Place (at left)
Polly Powers Stramm

Savannah Morning News

Second Place
Kim Wade

Savannah Morning News

Third Place

Lauren McDonald

The Brunswick News
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First Place (at right)
Sarah Fay Campbell

The Newnan Times-Herald

Second Place
Shaka Cobb
Daily Citizen-News, Dalton

Third Place
Rebecca Leftwich
The Newnan Times-Herald

50 years later: Cowetans reflect

onkK

ing’s legacy

i

COURTESY OF HISTORY.COM

It's been 50 years since the assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., seen here during the 1965 marchfrom Selma, Ala.to Montgomery.

BY SARAH FAY CAMPBELL
sarah@newnan.com

Clarence “C-Bo"”
Bohannon’s 13th birth-
day is one he will never
forget. It was April 4,
1968 — the day Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. was
assassinated. He remem-
bers his family singing
Happy Birthday.

But it was the next
day, walking home from
Ruth Hill School, that
really sticks in his head.

“I can just close my
eyes and see,” he said.

He said he and his
schoolmates were walk-
ing down Lovelace
Street.

“All we could hear,
was ‘Lord, Lord, what
are we going to do now?”
he said. “And tears, and
pain and people crying.”

He went up to his
grandfather’s barber
shop. Normally in the
evenings, there would
only be two or three cus-
tomers there, but that
day, it was full that day
and for several days after.

“That’s all they talked
about. It was so much
anger and pain. That is
something I would never
forget,” Bohannon said.

His mother, Dora
Bohannon, used to tell
him she thinks those
experiences were what
led him to live a life as
an activist. Before the
shooting, he didn’t pay
much attention to the
things adults talked
about or to the Civil
Rights Movement.

But when he turned

“The social, economic and
education part — he really
paved the way for us to have

a better life. ’,

13, that changed.

“I think that day, it
really hit me,” he said.
“After about a week’s
time, it was like I got
hit in the head with a
hammer.”

After being an orga-
nizer of a walk-out at
Newnan High School,
Bohannon met Hosea
Williams. Williams was

KING - 2A




A GLANCE BACK IN TIME:

Air Corps during World War I. B

Longshore’s photos offer look back at World War II

AERIALVIEW

DANIEL EVANS

Before he went into the U.S.
Army Air Corps as a teenag-
er, Guy Longshore was just
a young man on a date at a
movie theater in his hometown
of Montgomery, Alabama. He
happened to be sitting in the
lucky seat that night, which
meant he won a big prize —
S12.

After the movie, he walked
next door to the grocery store
and saw an Argus ¢z for
$12, He tried to buy |
friend ice cream instea
she wasn't interested.

“After the movie, I went next
door to the grocery store, and
they had some cameras for
sale — one for $12, one for $16
and one for $20. I had $12 in
my pocket and I bought the $12
camera,” Longshore said. “She
talked me into buying it.”

, but

After more than 70 years, the
now 95-year-old Longshore is
thankful he ended up buying
that camera. It went everywhere
with him during his service in
World War II, and the photos
he took with it are now part of
the Smithsonian National Air
and Space Museum and the
World War IT Museum in New
Orleans, as well as many other
museums.

The color pictures he took of
the B-29 Superfortress in action
are believed to be among the
y few in existen:

‘When we were stationed at
different bases, I took pictures
of pilots standing in front of
the airplanes,” Longshore said.
“There was a big sign there that
said no photographs, no camer-
as. I broke the rules.”
Historians are thankful he

AERIAL
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First Place (at left)

Daniel Evans
LaGrange Daily News

Second Place
Donna Harris

The Daily Tribune News, Cartersville

Third Place
Patti Dozier

Thomasville Times-Enterprise



Division D - Feature Writing

First Place (at right)
Angela Reinhardt
Pickens County Progress, Jasper

Second Place
Andrew Kenneson
The Walton Tribune, Monroe

Third Place
Lauren Bearden
The News Observer, Blue Ridge

Peace, love, and ‘bust’ at
Rainbow Gathering 2018

By Angela Reinhardt
Staff writer
areinhardt@pickensprogress.com

It was just after twilight in a meadow where a
bonfire and drum circle were swelling to life. A
naked man with a didgeridoo appeared from
nowhere.

The slender 20-something asked my friend
and I if we knew where his pants were (we did
not), if we had noticed he was nude (we had), and
if I was tripping (I was not). He proceeded to tell
us about the Hindu goddess, Kali, who he said is
taking over the world.

In any other setting this encounter would be
(understatedly) unexpected, but at a Rainbow
Gathering I quickly learned rules of the modern
world don’t apply. The goal of the Rainbow Fam-
ily is simple, one many might call idealistic —
come to nature to celebrate oneness, peace and
love through community, music, dance, and med-
itation. It’s a place where, according to the Rain-
bow Gathering “mini-manual” handed out to
participants, anyone with a bellybutton, no matter
their race, religion or background, is welcome as
long as there is shared love and respect “without
anyone getting hurt.”

After a discussion with my editor we decided
I should head out to the gathering, just 40 min-
utes from Jasper, to see what it was all about.

The long road to “Welcome Home”

The Rainbow Family of Living Light, a
loosely-knit, leaderless group that has been meet-
ing in national forests since 1972, selected the
Bull Mountain section of the Chattahoochee-
Oconee National For- See Rainbow on 19A

On the walk out a few people, pictured, took donations for volunteers who would stay to clean after the
gathering was over. While many “Rainbows” were there several weeks, the event officially lasted July 1-8.
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First Place (at right)

Jason Deal
The Blackshear Times

Second Place
Michael Andrews

Times-Courier, Ellijay

Third Place
Michael Hall
The Hartwell Sun

Patterson resident, Colt Har

By Jason DeaL
Staff Writer

Colt Hartt is living his
dream. He spends his week-
lends just “clowning” around
— literally.

Hartt performs for crowds
including throngs clad in
western wear and occasion-
ally has had to stare down a
1,400 pound bull.

Hartt makes his living
as “Colt45” the rodeo clown.
[He and his wife, Taylor, live
in Patterson with their two
[daughters. The professional
funnyman understands his
[profession is far from the
norm, to say the least.

“I love it!” he exclaims. “I

iving his dream travell

!

clown with the International Professional Rodeo Association, based in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Photo courtesy Lindsay Ogle Photography

After years searching, Hartt finds
‘calling’ entertaining rodeo crowds

A o= S N
Hartt gets a helping hand applying his clown makeup from four year old
daughter, Gracelynn Rose. Photo courtesy fen White

enjoy doing what I do. I ob-
viously love trying to be able
to make a living at it, but
my greatest reward is the
crowd reaction — hearing

the laughter. There’s noth-
ing like it.”

Hartt says his goal is to
eventually be the best in the
profession.

“My dream is to the top
clown. I want to one day be]
good enough to be inducted|
into the rodeo clown hall off
fame.”

Hartt is currently em-
ployed as a clown with the]
International ~ Professionall
Rodeo Association (IRPA).
The Association hosts ro-
deos all over the eastern|
United States and recently]|
branched out into Canada.

Hartt has been around|
rodeos virtually all of his life.
His parents met at a rodeo
and married.

“My parents didn’t work]
out, but then my Mom and|
step-dad married and all of

Continued on Page 2
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First Place (at right)
Parish Howard

Jefferson Reporter/News & Farmer,

Louisville

Second Place
Parish Howard
Jefferson Reporter/News & Farmer,

Louisville

Third Place
Kandice S. Eberhardt

Franklin County Citizen Leader, Lavonia
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(Photos of plane spraying by Richard McDaniel)

Pierre Smith sprays a wheat field on the Jefferson-Burke county line.

Coming in for
a landing

After 46
years, veteran
cropdusters
Pierre Smith
is preparing to
retire

By Parish Howard
Editor Publisher
From several hun-
dred feet up, the earth
a quilt with oddly
ped patches in d
ferent shades of

is a different shade and
texture; the corduroy
of mature corn rows,
the waving velvet of
cat, rolling and worn
stretches of pasture.
Pierre Smith has

bumblebee-yellow Air
Tractor. He circles his
contracted field, scop-
ing out hazards, towers,
power lines, dead trees
with their leafless limbs,
harder to see, but that
can snatch a plane out
of the sky. He plans his
approach and descends
on the downwind side
of the crop.

He drops in, lower
and lower until he skims
the swatch of green

He hits the lever and
nozzles along the wings
spray the chemicals,
trailing white stripes that

disappear into a killing fog
that swirls and billows as it
settles on the plants.

Then he pulls up, the
horizon tilts and the world
leans as he tumns, preparing

weeds and fungi that threat-
en the livelihoods of area
farmers, Smith is coming
in for a landing. He will
be 73 this July and has
decided that it is time to
retire from crop dusting,
or more accurately aerial
application, a demanding
career that every year costs
al experienced pilots
their lives.

His near half century
view from the cockpit has
afforded him a unique per-
spective on the both the
and the evolu-

sev

Agricultural pilot Pierre Smith poses with one
of his two Air Tractor airplanes at his hangar
at the Louisville airport.
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ay. You envision
flowers, mus
the procession
hitch. Geing
Jrowever, is not without ts pi  the
e will have relid upon the
Jeuidance of a wedding spec

Enter Non Whipple, wed:

hapel. For the past 20

pod couples coortimaic

scho " at
cee for Women in Milledgevile
“A woman could be

er
ocition with C&S Nationsl Bk in Alnta
ollowed.

During this period, Nona wor
Jthe downtown YWCA. whe
bitended and later b
Jroung profe

il They wed in 1960 i her hometown
ot Trion and seutled in Sandy Springs,

jhe Wedding Committee at St James, Nona
accumulited experience that later would

“I have enjoyed the more than 400 weddings|
I have worked on this 20 years|
I love doing it. It's my thing!”|

Q
1/](/4&[(/ (M/l/}/ﬁ/ (()4/1/1/{1 gﬂ gyears 7{/

Nona instructs a bridal couple on what
to expect during the ceremony. v

Nona (back to camera) coaches the
roomismen prior to the wedding. Pioros

Parets of the bride ollow Nona's
in ehearsal. peor0 Y

Nona took time off from her career to
raise three children. As the family grew and
required less from this energetic woman,
she returned to work an
church. She left

“As the wedding day draws near,

Nona directs the rehearsal. On the big day,
she remains at the chapel to assure everything
is in place—flowers, musicians,
photographers, and, of course,
the wedding party.”

Mipples moved to
Canoe and joined Big Canoe Chapel
asked what I would like to do to 2
the chapel-sad Nona. Since I had worked
on the Wedding Committee at
in Atlanta, I volunteered for tha
beginning of 1999, she becan apel
'm WEDDING| Page2
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First Place (at left)
Anita Rosen

Smoke Signals, Big Canoe

Second Place
Joe Earle

Springs Publishing

Third Place

Evelyn Andrews

Springs Publishing
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First Place (at right)
Diane Churchill

Savannah Morning News

Second Place
Larry Hobbs
The Brunswick News

Third Place
Joshua Peacock
Savannah Morning News

BIRDER'S EYE VIEW

Willet or won't it?

Flock of western willets feeds together in the surf during the winter. (PHOTOS BY DIANA CHURCHILL/FOR SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS]

Only a handful of shorebird species nest in coastal Georgia

y first experi-
ence of seeing
the large, rather

plain, long-legged shore-
bird dubbed a “willet”
came back in the early
1960s during family trips
from Savannah to Tybee.
My dad used to distract
the three squabbling
children in the back seat
with the offer “first one
to see a kingfisher getsa
nickel.” However, in the
summer when the king-
fishers moved inland to
nest, the offer changed
to “firstonetoseea
willet gets anickel.”

“Two subspecies of willet pose side by side — western on the
left and eastern on the right.

Willets are anon-
descript brownish-gray,
about the same color as
the telephone poles they
liked to perch on top of.
Only if one of them took
off, hollering “pill-will-
willet, pill-will-willet”
would we get to see its
secret beauty — abroad

black and white wing

stripe distinct from

the wing pattern of

any other shorebird.
Willets are one of only a

handful of shorebird spe-

cies that nest in our area,

the others being oyster-

catchers, killdeer and

Wilson’s plovers. What I

On the web

Watch a video with this
column at savannahnow.
com/accent/columnists.

didn’t know back thenis
that the willets that nest
along the East Coast in the
summer are not the same
willets that can be found
here in the winter. All the
eastern nesting willets
leave the continent and
head south to the islands
and Central and South
America for the winter.
Then many of the western
willets that nest on inland
lakes in the center of the
country migrate toboth
coasts for the winter.
Iwent to Fort Pulaski

See CHURCHILL, B7
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rst Place (at right)
Mimi Gentry

Times-Georgian, Carrollton

Second Place
Will Scott
Daily Citizen-News, Dalton

Third Place
Tina Bartleson

Rome News-Tribune

The living history of the new South

oday I saw living
T history. Notina
settler’s museum,

where spectacled
ladies with their
hair pulled into
prim buns show
gawking tourists
the lost arts of
spinning and
bread making.
This was real
history, living
and breathing,
wrapped
around the bones of a
quiet, Southern man.
I'spied him at a local
convenience store. [ had
stopped for gas and a
tenderloin biscuit. He
had dropped in for a pack
of smokes. Dressed in
the all-white uniform of
a painter, he was, for the
most part, unremarkable.

It was his hair that
caught my attention, hair
the color of fire. As we
stood in line to pay for
our purchases, I studied
him with a sideways
glance. His arms were
flecked in white paint and
cinnamon freckles. His
hands were work-hard;
nails dirty from the toil of
the day. But it wasn't in
his work-stained clothes
that history shone. I
found it in his face. He
had a noble face, like the
ancient kings of Ireland.

In that moment, I
crossed thousands of
miles of ocean, crossed
thousands of years
past to glimpse the
wild clans of Celts who
herded cattle and fought
passionate, bloody battles
for control of the British
Isles. It was those same
people who came, a
millennium later, to settle
the Southeastern United
States. Taking one look
at our rolling hills, they
saw a twin to the green
land that they had left
behind, so they put down
fresh roots along the
spine of the Appalachian
Mountains.

They were a musical
folk, bringing their

fiddles and mandolins
across the wide ocean
to reel and jig their way
into a new style
of music. And it
was there that
they left their
mark. We hear
them to this day,
in our music
— inreeling
bluegrass fiddles,
in the grim and
sorrowful ballads
of Appalachian
Mountain music. We can
still see their bloodlines
in the pale skin and
firebrand hair of some of
our southern children.
Today I saw living
history. Notin a
regiment of immaculately
uniformed soldiers
marching off to
choreographed death
and glory. This was
real history residing
beneath the skin of a
busy Southern woman.
I'saw her at a soul-food

¢ 21 Years Sales
Experience

 University of West
Georgia Alumni

¢ Carrollton Resident

café. She was the owner,
knocking out blue-plate
specials during lunch
rush. I sat at the counter,
watching her work.
Wielding her slotted
spoon like a sorcerer’s
wand, she served up
heaping helpings of
squash casserole and
steaming collards.

Oven doors flew open,
filling the air with the
down-home smell of
cornbread and biscuits.

She stopped for a

moment to rest, wiping
the Martha White flour
off her large, hands. And
although her kitchen’s
mouthwatering charms
spoke of a rich heritage
of Southern cooking, it
didn’t hold a candle to
the history that I saw

in her broad, beautiful
face. It was as dark as
the rich, fertile soil that
lay beneath a zebratrod
Savannah. Her delicate,
almond shaped eyes

GEST T EVANS

S S A

Jody Hobbs
jshobbs7@gmail.com

770-301-9157

Commercial * New

Pre-Owned Sales
Ask Me About Our
_ Referral Plogram

spoke of an ancient land,
of Africa, the cradle of
human existence.

Again | crossed time
and tides to glimpse
foreign lands. I saw
nations of proud people
who sired the very first
civilizations. They also
came to our verdant,
Southern land, but they
didn’t follow their own
dreams. They came
here to toil for others.
And for generations,
Southeastern agriculture
and industry prospered
from their forced labor.
Eventually, when the
shameful system of
slavery that forced them
here came to an end,
those strong people
stayed on and continued
to contribute to the
future of our region.

It was these and
other races of people
who came together to
become the melting pot
of the old South. They

lived and died here,
spilling blood and tears
into our stubborn, red
clay. Victory and defeat
found them, hunger and
plenty made them who
they were. And together
they became the people
of the South. When, as a
region, we look into our
social mirror, we see that
our culture has evolved
from them.

Webster's New World
Dictionary defines
history as “what has
happened in the life or
development of a people,
country, or institution.”
Looking backwards
shows us that. But what
about things to come?
Lately new folks have
made this place their
home. We've welcomed
new races, new creeds.
North from Canada,
south from Mexico, from
the Far East and the Wild
West they flock here,
bringing their own broad

dreams to our green
land. What strengths
do they contribute to
our culture? What new
traditions will they add to
our Southern way of life?
And what will we give
them in return?
Different winds
brought us here —
brought our ancestors
here. Winds in sails,
winds pushing behind
wagons, winds under
the wings of flying
ships. We come from
different bloodlines,
different cultures, and
hold different truths to
be self-evident. But what
we all have in common
is our enduring love for
this fertile place. And
together we will make
new history — the
history of the New South.

Mimi Gentry, a Carroll
County resident, writes
aweekly column for the
Times-Georgian.
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First Place (at right)
Mahdi Al-Husseini
Douglas County Sentinel, Douglasville

Second Place

Mahdi Al-Husseini
Douglas County Sentinel, Douglasville

Third Place
Mark Stokes
The Press-Sentinel, Jesup

Gears spinning aimlessly,
sensors sensing mindlessly

You do not do, what is
thought of you

While it’s true that you
try, you fail every time

Butfun you provide, that
muchis true

hat is to be made
of a machine that
does not work

as anticipated?
If fixable, we
consider it

salvageable. If =
its parts may be

used elsewhere, S
then we consider

it recyclable.
Otherwise, we

its ability to work. What
good is a vehicle that
breaks down repeatedly?
By nature that which

is useless should have
little value. Unless, we
want the machine to be
useless — which at least
one person does. OK,
including me, at least
wo.

Simone Giertz is

a Swedish inventor

of useless machines.
‘Though the machines
Simone develops
function in a mechanical
sense, they fail to be
prac . Simone has
developed all kinds of
wonky contraptions to
include a toothbrush
helmet, an alarm clock
that repeatedly hits the
sleeper to wake them, a
lipstick applier, a robot
that serves soup and a
hair-cutting drone.
Machines are almost
always subjugated

to the realm of
functionality. What
Simone and others have
demonstrated, however,
is that mechanically
functioning machines
that fail to provide

An ode to the useless machine

practical use may have
significant educational

and entertainment value.

The educational value
comes from the process
of developing something
that may not function as
expected, without worry
of failure. As Simone
says in her 2018 TED
Talk, “And as soon as
I removed all pressure
and expectations
from myself, that
pressure quickly
got replaced by
y enthusiasm, and
» it allowed me to
just play [build
robots].”
What more,

call it plain ole MAHDI useless machines

junk. A,I' 'HUS§E"“ are incredibly
We judge how entertaining,

useful a machine as has been

is, seemingly fairly, by demonstrated on

Simone’s social media,
but also on television
and in movies. There is
something inherently
fun about a machine
with a personality, as so
many of these useless
machines seem to have.
My favorite useless
machine was presented
on The Colbert Report
with Stephen Colbert

in 2010. The machine
consists of a box with a
switch on top. If you flip
the switch, a mechanical
hand reaches out from
inside the box and flips
the switch back off — as
if to say the machine
would like to be left
alone!

My Georgia Tech
education develops
engineers that invent or
innovate upon machines
intended to be useful in
some capacity. Naturally,
we do not want our
engineers to design
bridges and pacemakers
with educational or
entertainment value
in mind. Nonetheless,
Simone offers up an
interesting proposition.
Intrigued, I decided

Mahdi Al-Husseini’s Time Shaver. Itis not great at shaving.

to develop a useless
machine of my own.
Tr.

raditionally,
identifying the problem
is the first step.

This is followed by

the development of
hundreds of different
design concepts. Those
design concepts are
whittled down into a
short-list of three or

f ng quantitative

tools. Finally, after
lengthy discussions
with various usel
one of the remaining
designs is selected, and
then prototyped and
refined. A provisional
patent is filed for good
measure, and you have
yourself the beginning
of a bonafide, clinically
useful invention.
As s tradition, I
. PRTITINY:

problem, and develop
a multitude of design
concepts. I selected to
tackle the bothersome
nature of shaving.
Rather than narrow
down the designs using
meaningful metrics,
instead placed sticky
notes with each design
concept on a piece of
plywood and had my
brother Ali throw a dart
ST :

Photos specia

what I would invent. I
made it a challenge to
develop a functioning
prototype in two hours
or less. Thus was born
the Time Shaver, a
battery powered motor
driven by a mechanical
switch connected to a
3D printed crankshaft
with a razor attached.
‘The crankshaft
transforms the rotational
motion of the motor to
the linear motion one
would want for shaving.
The switch allows the
user an opportunity to
determine how fast (and
terrible) of a shave they
would like.

Show some love to
the useless, outcast
gadgets among us. The
good Lord aside, no
one — and nothing — is
perfect.

Mahdi Al-Husseiniis a
biomedical engineer, an
aspiring computer scientist,
and a medical evacuations
helicopter pilot for the US.
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Ask Lura BELLE

The truth about Santa Claus

rst Place (at right
Abigail Cutchshaw
White County News, Cleveland

Second Place
Whitney Sherrill

Times-Courier, Ellijay

Third Place
Halei Lamb

The Forest-Blade, Swainsboro

Dear Lula Belle,

How can I explain to
my kids that Santa Claus
brings some kids computers,
phones, game systems, and

Jfancy electronics, and other

kids just stuff they need? I
am a single mom and I don't
want to spoil my kids any-
way, but when they go back
to school after the break,
they always wonder about
it. Should I tell them the
truth? — Concerned mom in
Cleveland

Dear Mom,

I wrote a column about
this a few years ago. [ did
some extensive research
and even got through to
the North Pole workshop. I
didn’t speak to Santa Claus
personally, but I did get a
chance to speak to the head
elf at the workshop, who is
in charge of operations. His
name is Jimmy.

Jimmy told me that
many children around the
world have forgotten that
Santa’s Workshop makes a
lot of wonderful things, but
they do not make comput-
ers, phones, tablets, and
game systems. They tried
it several years ago and
Apple, Nintendo, and others
filed a lawsuit. In the legal

agreement, Santa has to go
through a third party and
needs helpers like parents,
grandparents, aunts, and
uncles to fulfill those items
on a child’s list

The elves make hun-
dreds of different kinds of
toys, musical instruments,
bicycles, candy, books,
clothes, shoes, coats, and
art supplies, but not fancy
electronics. In fact,
many of the items
you see at the store
are actually made
by elves. That’s
how they stay in
business. Through-
out the year, they
sell their toys and
clothes to big stores

like Target and By
Walmart. LuLA

It is very special
for Santa Claus to
bring you a toy or
article of clothing
that was made with love
by the elves, rather than
something your parents had
to buy just because it was on
your list. Santa Claus is very
wise and knows that it is not
good to spoil children. He
likes to keep things simple.

Jimmy told me that Santa
gets kinda sad when he
goes down the chimney to

BELLE

a house and sees that the
parents have already put
so many gifts out that they
claim are “from Santa.”
Jimmy said that Santa
would rather a child have
a few special gifts that the
elves made especially for
the child, than for the child
to have a bunch of devices
that will end up taking away
from important family time
anyway. Jimmy
said that children
these days spend
hours and hours
playing video
games, and their
imaginations and
creativity are
suffering. That is
why Santa likes
bringing toys that
are tools to help
children’s minds
grow, like Legos,
Play-Doh, puzzles,
board games,
books, action figures,
blocks, and so forth

Jimmy mentioned that
one awesome thing that
many children these days
don’t know about, which is
that even though the North
Pole is extremely cold,
there are magic fruit and nut
trees that grow there. In the
olden days, Santa used to

fill stockings with oranges,
apples, plums, and walnuts.
The fruit that grows at the
North Pole is very rare and
it is so delicious. It is truly a
treat if you get some in your
stocking.

So my advice is to ask
your children to make two
lists this year. One list is
for Santa and one list is
for parents. Dream big
Let your children ask for
whatever their heart desires.
Just make sure the Santa
list includes things that the
elves actually make in their
workshop. This way you can|
explain that all families have
a budget, and like Mick Jag-
ger says, “You can’t alw
get what you want, but if
you try sometimes, you get
what you need.”

Need advice? Ask Lula
Belle by sending your ques-
tions to: asklulabelle@
windstream.net. Lula Belle's
latest book, Ask Lula Belle,
Inside My Heart is for sale
at Meaders Mercantile on
Helen Highway. It is a col-
lection of her favorite col-
umns from the past 10 years,
along with sweet and funny
personal stories that weave
it all together: It makes a
great Christmas gift.
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rst Place (at right)

Robin Conte
Springs Publishing

Second Place

Joe Earle

Springs Publishing

Third Place
Bob Anderson
Smoke Signals, Big Canoe

Celebrating the Super Bowl with a ‘Snackadium’

Robin’s Nest _ This is not
Rebbi Coilie 5y iy AbOULthe game.
r:"(; ; et Ldon'thavea

Yo favorite, and I'm
e notgoing to talk
aboutitatall

This only
about the ac
companiments
to the game
— that is, the
props, the décor,
and specifical
ly, the food that
complete  the
experience and
make the recre
ational viewing
of the game so
enjoyd

This is about an architectural feat so
grand that I must make mention of it in
this column, even though I did not havea
hand in its creation.

This is about Snackadiums.

And this is about my friend and
neighbor, Cath

Cathy was hosting the Super Bowl par:
ty last yearand asked meifl would liketo
help her cook for it. Since Cathy has five
children at home, and since my nest is
practically empty, and since Cathy is also
excellent company, and since, as we all

her of four who
nuwoody. She

can becontacted at
robinjm@ea

net

know, it's more fun to cook at your neigh
bor’s house than your own, 1 3

Then the week before the
ceived a text from Cathy informing me
that she was thinking about arranging the
game-food into the shape of a football field

a current trend of which I was unaware
— and so 1 did a quick Google search and
discovered the world of Snackadiums and
quickly texted back that I wasin.

1 spent the rest of that week proudly
announcing to my kids that | ws
to build a Snackadium.

Now here's the thing. Cathy can do
anything she puts her mind to. She could
make an Eiffel tower out of cream puffs
and pretzel sticks. She could make the
Taj Mahal from Cheez Doodles and Ding
Dongs. She could recreate the Matter:
hom using a Toblerone barand a few jars
of marshmallow fluff.

Basically, Cathy is extraordinarily ca
pable, whereas I am not. I, in fact, need
help opening a bottle of wine.

So my kids may not have believed me,
but the extent of my incompetence s pre
sely why | was so stoked about having a
hand in the creation.

1 arrived at her house on the Saturday
before the game and found, to my amaze
ment, a fully constructed Snackadium.
She was correct, of course, in not wait
ing until the day before the game to build

areed,

ame | re

going

the thing. Why, I have since learned that
grown men spend months planning and
building their own food-filled-fields.

She soothed my ego by stating that
she needed help decorating it and fill
ing it

OK! 'mstill in!

We focused on the field. We nixed
the guacamole green AstroTurf, opting
instead for a very tasty dead Bermuda, in
the form of Velveeta dip and my Vidalia
onion dip (derived from a recipe which
I'm sure you tried, but which 1 have
tweaked to perfection).

But her teenage daughter made the
compelling argument that Cathy’s out
standing structure would not be complete
withouta green football fiddd, and this we
could not deny.

So Cathy whipped out her X-Acto knife
and cut a foam board to the exact dimen-
sions needed, then whipped up some gua
camole schmear and topped the field with
mayo lines and olive and onion helmets,
At pregame, she covered the dead-Bermu
dadips with the ado football-field for
the photos, and at game-time we removed
the field and dug into the underlying dips.

The whole thing was

The point is, I can’t take credit for
any of it; I can only take credit for hav.
ing a very clever friend. 1 did, FYI, glue
stick some decorative log

sensaton.

onto the side

of the stadium, and I also provided some
and the onion dip, so [ guess you
could say that | was an accomplice.

And because I'm very fond of you,
dear reader, and because I know you're

wondering, I will now share my recipe
for Sweet Onion Dip:

2cups rough opped Vidalia

mago

spoon hot sauce

baking d
bake at 375 for 20-30 minutes, un
and begin

And so, as Cathy dusts off her Snack
adium and prepares to fill it for another
game, | hope | have inspired you to cre
ate one of your own. If not, you can still
make onion dip.

10 brown on 10p
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First Place (at right)

Savannah Morning News

Second Place

The Brunswick News

Third Place

Gwinnett Daily Post, Lawrenceville
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First Place (at right)
LaGrange Daily News

Second Place
The Moultrie Observer

Third Place
Jason Greenberg
The Daily Tribune News, Cartersville

LaGrange Daily News will be closed  HHONORING

in remembrance of Memorial Day
Monday, May 28 HEROES

ON MEMORIAL DAY

Bﬁﬁi} News

Memorial Day
services
announced

Memor_lal»:Da

LaGrange,
Hogansville 10 honor
Jallen soldiers

GABRIELLE JANSEN

MEMORIAL
CCONGRATS CLASS OF 2018:

Council hears

proposal to

wee | TURNYOURTASSELS
meter readers g T Y . .
Storms hold off for Troup County High graduation

ALICIA B. HILL

GABRIELLE JANSEN

utilities

READERS

Kia Motors Manufacturing Georgia
Home of the 2019 Sorento

Goop TODAY’S
MORNING: t WEATHER

L - ARTIST:
fouch of Advertising

Call us today
706.884.7311
to Advertise Your
Business Here!
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First Place (at right)
The Walton Tribune, Monroe

Second Place
The News Observer, Blue Ridge

Third Place
Mary Beth Yeary and Becky Taylor
The Tifton Gazette
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R Npoauals fcféhfﬁ‘ﬂytree * HANCING SRR 0SS
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1983 Main Street East (Hwy. 78), Sneliville, GA  770-972-2470  www.fi eegardening.com

The Walton Tribume

Covers Walton County Like The Sunshine

WaltonTribune.com Wednesday, May 23,2018 » S1

From left, senkors Tarvser Geeens, flay Witcher, Seth Clark and Mand. and
1 semons.

Red Devils swee

ATHENS — 14

p Buford to clinch second straight state title

AAA B Just i

Loganvilie Christian Academy
Class of 2018

omplete results from Tuesday’s primaries can be found M an
. at WaltonTribune.com, Facebook and the weekend edition. JE

Get braaking news updates, Manage your sbicripticn, place an advertlsement and read the s-edition at WaltsaTribune.com




Division E
Layout and
Design

First Place (at right)
Monroe County Reporter, Forsyth

Second Place

Jackie Gutknecht and Brian Worton
The Covington News

Third Place

Newton Citizen, Covington
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First Place (at right)
Andrea Banker
The Leader-Tribune, Fort Valley

Second Place
Clayton News, Jonesboro

Third Place
The Lanier County Advocate, Lakeland

, s, ), New Fort Valley FVMS Hoopsters MEMORIAL
o 1888 o8 Recelre Bamme DAY,

The Teader 4 Triburne

Peach County'stiINewspaper

Vol. 130, Issue No. 21 + 50¢ + 1 Section * 12 Pages WEDNESDAY, MAY 23, 2018
Legal Organ For Peach County, City of Fort Valley and City Of Byron Finduson
Serving Peach County For Over 100 Years + A Peach Publishing Co. Newspaper facebook
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News Editor
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Congratulations,
Peach County
High School
Class of 2018!
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First Place (at right)
Smoke Signals, Big Canoe

Second Place

Rico Figliolini

Springs Publishing

Third Place
Alexandria Pace Buffington and Ben

Munro

The Braselton News

)A board whittles dow : "
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six issues facing Big Canoe i
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Sample ballots available
for May 22 primary

e 5 1 0y ot b W TN Y AND AL

Good neighbors
see something, say something’

New Potts Mountain Farmers
Market expected to open May 10
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First Place (at right)
Will Peebles

Savannah Morning News

Second Place

Adriana Iris Boatwright

Savannah Morning News

Third Place
Bobby Haven

The Brunswick News
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First Place (at right)

Joshua Jones
Athens Banner-Herald

Second Place
Clay Neely

The Newnan Times-Herald

Third Place
Derrek Vaughn
The Valdosta Daily Times

Blanco, right, gets in his car with his sister Jaquita Blakely to take her to
school early in the morning in Athens, Ga., Thursday, May 17, 2018.
Blanco's mother gave him his car and also helped him find his way to
music. She wanted better for him and moved so he could go to
Cleveland Road Elementary School. “If I didn't go to Cleveland Road I
probably wouldn't even be rapping right now,” Blanco said. He found
out he could sing early on at the school where he fell in love with
crowds at fourth- and fifth-grade talent shows. [Joshua L. Jones/Athens
Banner-Herald] Photo 8 of 18.

A photo from Blanco’s first downtown Athens show with Travis
‘Dictator' West In February of 2017. The Athens music scene has
changed a lot over the last 10 years, especially when it comes to Hip
Hop. “When I was coming up you had to grind and get money to get
CDs made and now-a-days you can find an artists music with the click
of a button. I tell Blanco it's

bout your drive and working hard,” West
said. “As for shows . There's way more Hip-Hop shows period in
Athens now, let alone someone his age ... shutting down bars that
normally wouldn't even let him in. It’s really something. I just felt that
night when I put him on stage for the first time, I had been in the studio
with him and seen his work ethic and once I put him on that stage it
was game on." [Joshua L. Jones/Athens Banner-Herald] Photo 10 of 18.

Blanco poses for a photo at the Boys & Girls Club in Athens, Ga.,
Thursday, May 17, 2018. Going into the sixth grade he started going to
the Boys & Girls Club where talent shows were held every Friday, with
all week to practice over the summer, he won several talent shows and
grew his love for performance. He started free-styling later in the ninth

grade and in the 10th grade he recorded his first song. [Joshua L. Jones/
Athens Banner-Herald] Photo 9 of 18.

Blanco looks through his catalog of songs at GA Pro Entertainment
sound studio in Athens, Ga., Thursday, May 17, 2018. Blanco’s uncle
started the studio when he was only a baby so as a boy he grew up
surrounded by music and only a short drive away from a studio. He has
worked with his family at GA Pro to record all of his music. [Joshua L.
Jones/Athens Banner-Herald] Photo 11 of 18.
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First Place (at left)

Lauren Bearden
The News Observer, Blue Ridge

Second Place

Lauren Bearden
The News Observer, Blue Ridge

Third Place
John Eden

The Press-Sentinel, Jesup

The News Observer

Saved: Inmates
profess faith

> Cononed bom frontpoge 1
f

LOCAL Wodnesday, Juy 18. 2018 + A3

+2 ROCK PAINTING & MUCH MORE
A
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SATURDAY JULY 28
MERCIER'S PAVILION 10AM-4PM

- TRACTOR RIDES
- WATER SLIDE

(Please wear proper attire & bring towel)
- CARNIVAL GAMES
- SLIDE WITH CLIMBING WALL
- FACE PAINTING - CORN HOLE

$5.00 PER PERSON includes al activities.
s Tye Dyeis extra

,Food available at an additional cost:
' HOT DOGS, POPCORN, COTTON
g™ CANDY, DRINKS, ETC.

Yl cemeenit oy fun (lled duy!

A 8660 Bive Ridge Drive, Bive Ridge, GA
7066323411 | www.merciercrchards.com
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Harlem Globetrotters
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-

Hammer gives t
alf

he referee a Harlem Globetrotter Mighty shows a young far
lobetrotters' how to spin a basketball on her finger.

Division E
Photo Essay

First Place (at right)
Greg Finan r.

The Dahlonega Nugget

Center in singing YMCA by The
Village People.

Second Place
Casey Parrish
The Eatonton Messenger

Third Place
Emily McClure

Harlem Globetrotter Firefly does his.
7

his best
‘Superman impersonation during the game.

Lake Oconee News, Greensboro

Washington Generals center Cager challenges.
the Globetrotters to a first to eight points finish
1o the game after disconnecting the sooreboard,
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First Place (at right)
Wesleigh Sagon

The Madison County Journal, Danielsville

Second Place
Gale Gay
The Champion, Decatur

Third Place
Chuck Thompson
The Jones County News, Gray

Christmas, Colbert style

= S

— - - 4 fA

Hay rides around downtown Colbert were offered Friday night during the seventh annual old-fashioned Christmas celebration
See more photos on page 3A. Photos by Wesleigh Sagon

= L f . &
Emily Umbehant, 4, was excited to see Santa Friday at Colbert’s \ A .‘ < “Pa 4
seventh-annual old-fashioned Christmas celebration. Here, she is . \ ; = o . &
shown with a stuffed animal that was given to her by Santa. The A visitor roasted marshmallows over.an open ﬁ.}'e Friday night
stuffed animals were anonymously donated in memory of the per- at Colbert’s seventh-annual old-fashioned Christmas celebra-

son’s parents. tion.
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First Place (at right)
Wesleigh Sagon

The Braselton News

Second Place
Wesleigh Sagon
The Braselton News

Third Place
Wesleigh Sagon

The Braselton News

Wednesday, November 14, 2018

The Braselton News Page 9A

Al “ |
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Mayor speaks
Mayor Theresa Kenerly did the welcoming and
acknowledgements at Hoschton's Vetorans Day

coromony Sunday afternoon

Stars and stripes
A young boy hekd an American Fiag whils rciting the Pledge of Allegiance Sunday at Hoschton's
Veterans Day ceremony.

f‘"?.s " w

Salute to the services
Mill Creek High School's brass ensemble band gave a salute to the services Sunday at Hoschton's|
Veterans Day ceremony.

Sings National Anthem
Mya Reidiing sang the National Anthem at
Hoschton's Voterans Day ceremony Sunday after-
noon

Introduces guest speaker
Jamos Lawson of Lawson's Funeral Home intro- Guest speaker

Invocation duced guest speaker, Jason Mergele, adjutant of Jason Mergele, adjutant of American Legion Post
Pastor Steve Carroll of The Way Church did the American Legion Post 56, at Hoschton's Veterans 56, was the guest speaker at Hoschton's Veterans|
invocation at Hoschton's Veterans Day ceremony. Day ceremony. Day ceremony Sunday.

v g ..;:.q

-

)
PREMIUM FOOD

AND TREATS

Accessories, Supplements, Toys, Foods and Treats are
Holistic, Organic, Al Natural, No By-Products
7380 Spout Springs Rd, Suite 190
Between Kroger & El Centinela
Flowery Branch, GA 30542
(678)828-7648+ www.inthzrulfper,shulf com

Thanks veterans

Introduces keynote speaker
Susan Gwaltnoy, Sunbury Chapter National during event
[Society Daughter's of the American Revolution, Jim Cleveland, Hoschton
introduced Keynote speaker, George Rishfeld, City Council ~member,

a Holocaust survivor. Here, she is shown at  thanked veterans and [ERVVATPERRVRV TP RN 22NV 12 L B0V 2= 1]

's Veterans Day ceremony. closed the ceremony.
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SHADDI ABUSAID

sabusaid@mdjonline.com

The collegiate fate of some Cobb high
school seniors hangs in the balance
after more than 200 ACT tests were
misplaced last month.

The test, which covers English,
math, reading and science, is admin-
istered at area high schools and used
by admissions departments at colleges
across the country to determine which
students are accepted. It is scored out
of a possible 36 points and contains an
optional writing section.

But a box of tests taken Jan. 6 at

FAREATOONAHI
N

&

Allatoona High School senior Carsyn Gambrell isn’t sure what her near future holds and may be thinking
her college education, after her ACT test, along with over 200 more, have been misplaced by the shipping company and
never arrived to the ACT offices in lowa City
her score. For a video, visit mdjonline.com / staff-Kelly J. Huff

IN JEOPARDY

More than 200 ACT tests taken in Cobb misplaced

Lassiter High School was lost by FedEx,
a spokesman for the standardized test
company confirmed.

“Unfortunately, a package containing
approximately 220 answer sheets from
the Jan. 6 ACT test date at Lawtel High
School in Marietta is mlssmg, " said Ed
Colby, the company’s senior director
of media and public relations. “Two
packages containing answer documents
were sent by the ACT test coordinator
there after testing was completed, but
only one of them has arrived at ACT.
The other package is currently missing
in the Federal Express system.”

Carsyn Gambrell, an 18-year-old

of a “Plan B" for

/, lowa. She is missing scholarship deadlines, and entrance exam period without

Allatoona High School senior, was sup-
posed to take her test back in December,
but had to wait a month after metro
Atlanta got blanketed in snow. While
she said she admittedly isn’t the most
confident test taker, she thought she
did well on last month’s ACT make-up
and was college-bound.

But after a month of not hearing back,
she began to worry, her mother said.

Now, Gambrell, who hoped to enroll
in Kennesaw State University’s early
childhood education program this fall,
isn’t sure what her future holds.

SEE ACT, A5

First Place (at left)
Shaddi Abusaid

Marietta Daily Journal

Second Place
Ann Meyer

Savannah Morning News

Third Place
Gwinnett Daily Post,

Lawrenceville



FUTELYN LMSMO.TZ | THE VALDOSTA DALY TWVES
Rodney Cary, Vaidosta State University vice president of student success, sald the Odum Library rencvations should be
completo betors the start of spring semester.

KATELYN UMHOLTZ | THE YALDOSTA DALY TINES
Chere Poguesse, director of the Academic Support Center, sald moving the tutoring service
canter from Langdale Hall to the new main ficor of Odum Library will benefit studerts.

success, said the benefits currently at 60 percent,

and Georgia Southern Uni-
much lower than compa- versity
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First Place (at left)

Katelyn Umholtz
The Valdosta Daily Times

Second Place

Lee Shearer
Athens Banner-Herald

Third Place
Clay Reynolds
The Courier Herald, Dublin
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'THIS IS NOT ANEGOTIATION'

Emails show former
superintendent Pugh
was asked to resign

First Place (at right)
Daniel Evans

LaGrange Daily News

Second Place
Isabella Alves

Times-Georgian, Carrollton

Third Place

Donna Harris

The Daily Tribune News,
Cartersville

FILE PHOTO | DAILY NEWS

ASKED TO RESIGN Former Troup County Schools Superintendent Cole Pugh was asked to resign,
or face termination of his contract, according to email records.

DANIEL EVANS
SAILY NEWS

Former Troup County Schools
Superintendent Dr. Cole Pugh
was given an ultimatum, resign
or face the termination of his
contract. According to emails
between members of the Troup
County School Board in the week
leading up to Pugh’s official res-

ignation, Pugh was given the
opportunity to resign, but the
directive of the board was clear
— Pugh would not remain the
school system superintendent
moving forward.

Pugh and the board officially
agreed to a mutual resignation
on Aug. 13, but email correspon-

SEE PUGH A

New superintendent could be
in place as early as January

" DANIEL EVANS

The superintendent position
has not been officially posted yet,
but the school system is starting
the process to hire a permanent
replacement.

The school system posted to
its website Wednesday that it is
looking for a search firm to guide
the search.

Applications must be submit-
ted by Sept. 5.

EENEW /
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rst Place (at right)

Ellen Harrison

Smoke Signals, Big Canoe

Second Place

Smoke Signals

Third Place
Stephen Milligan
The Walton Tribune, Monroe

BY ELLEN HARRISON

efore dawn, August through June,

part-time school employees climb

into the cabs of their big, yellow

Blue Bird buses and begin their
weekday routes, crisscrossing the foothills
of Northeast Georgia, as they do all over
American neighborhoods. Once the morn-
ing route is done, many go off to other tasks
and jobs during the day, to return again,
each afternoon, to do it all again.

In 1985, when Governor Joe Frank
Harris crafted the Quality Basic Education
(QBE) Act in an attempt to equalize eco
nomic disparities and ensure each of Geor-
gia’s children could attain a “quality,” or at
least, equally funded education, Blue Bird
produced only bus bodies, and local systems
bought their chassis from International.
Bodies and chassis were joined at a plant in
Fort Valley, Ga. The closest approximation
for the average cost of an entire bus from
that era is about $45,000.

In 2018, with many additional safety
features, including push out windows and
emergency exits, fire retardant cushion
upholstery. electronic components, “ABS
brake systems, rear motorist alert
noise suppression switches to deacti
electronic noise making devices at
and the sleeping child check
system,” wrote Pat Schofill, the Department
of Education’s Director of Pupil Transpor
tation, adding flashing, strobe lights, GPS
and even wifi—the average, base Blue Bird
is now $77,000. That cost, said Schofill,
climbs to $85,000, and at times, upwards of
$90.000, depending upon specialized equip
ment.

No one knows the number of upgrades
and changes and their ability to outstrip
state coffers better than Schofill, of Cleve-
land, Ga.. “My father worked at Blue Bird,
and my grandfather retired from there.”
From his daily commute to Atlanta’s Sloppy
Floyd buildings where the DOE oversees
the state’s schools, he discussed (during
a phone interview Tuesday, Oct. 16) his
recent, detailed report to elected repre-
sentatives under the capitol's gold dome,
“Georgia Department of Education Pupil
Transportation Division Legislative Report,
July 21, 2017.”

In that report, the actual, 100 percent

crossing

Education and Taxes

What'’s the real cost of quality basic education?

Georgia K-12 Revenue and Expendititures Per FTE, 2004-2014 (2014 Dollars)

$10,500
$10,000
£ 59,500
o $9,
S
S $9,000
w
-
w
5 $8,500
a.
$8,000
$7,500

$9,952

$8,406

FY2004 FY2005 FY2006 FY2007 FY2008 FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 FY2012 FY2013 FY2014

emgmmRev per FTE

Austerity cuts, according to the Geor
gia Public Policy Foundation, represent
the “difference between the funding level
determined by the state’s funding formula
[QBE] and the amount actually funded.”

The burden of funding schools is con

titutignal- “Articlo VI Soctiopn ]

to programs covered under grant programs,
dog-cared for specific purposes, rather than
general maintenance and operation. Title I,
for example, funds programs that meet the
needs of children from low-income families,
to build bridges to the American dream.

esllssExpenditure per FTE

Source: Georgia Department of Education

In Telfair County, the share:
local, 61.91 state and 10.77 percent fede
The five-mill fair share in those counties
is not listed on their budget illustrations,
and phone messages to those offices went
unanswered.

Pennies add up

Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax
(SPLOST) revenues provide an alternative
revenue source for capital outlay, which is
separate from maintenance and operations.
SPLOST issues are based on the consumers’
ability to buy goods and services — rather
than the ability to own property or earn
money—and those projects are clearly
defined in each referendum, voted on by
county constituents.

Artificial turf, bricks and mortar build
ings, and additional technology purc
for instruction all qualify for funding under
these “progress for pennies” revenues.

The third installment in this series will
examine the impacts of these projects on a
school system’s bottom line, as well as their
missions to prepare boys and girls for their
life’s work.

1ses




School mold issues
date back to 2017

Employee says
mold was found
on library books

BY KATIE TILLER

Teachers at Oconee County
Elementary School have been
combating mold growth the 2016-
2017 school year.

On May 4, 2017, an OCES
employee composed an email with
the subject line stating, “AC prob-
lems in the library,” according to
documents obtained in an Open
Records Act request.

“Also, do [school officials]

know they need to keep the air

running in the media center in the
summer? If they don’t, books will
mold and mildew,” stated the
email. “I’m starting to see that in

the collection with a number of
books.”When asked, Oconee
County Schools Communications
Director Anisa Sullivan Jimenez
said that the air-conditioning unit
in OCES is turned off during the
summer months, except when
work is being done in the school.
On May 12, 2017, the district
employee who received the afore-
mentioned email sent another
email to the maintenance crew,
saying that a work order had been
placed and the teacher who was
previously concerned about the
condition of the books “has again
expressed concern about the
books being ruined by mildew.”
“Apparently this has happened
in another media center, so she has
a heightened concern,” reads the

email.
SEE MOLD PAGE A3
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Heather Middleton
Henry Herald, McDonough
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The Journal, Buena Vista

Second Place
Heather Middleton

Clayton News, Jonesboro

Third Place
Heather Middleton

Clayton News, Jonesboro

StewartiCelebrates

ofNew

The gym pictured above is just one of the new buildings at the K-12 campus in Lumpkin.

E‘dm ,mp

New construction/renovation is seen as
a big step forward for K-12 campus

By Richard Harris

Many local residents and
officials gathered in Lump-
kin on Monday, July 23 to
celebrate the official open-
ing of the Stewart Coun-
ty Educational Complex,
which is the culmination
of years of study and work
to add new buildings to the
former Stewart County El-
ementary School to trans-
form it into a K-12 campus.

It includes a brand new
high school, as well as an
addition to the middle/ele-
mentary school, and reno-
vation of the existing build-
ings. In total, it was around
a 103,000 square foot proj-
ect that cost around $12.7
million (with the majority —
$7.4 million) coming from
state funding.

The new construction por-
tion includes a new middle/
high school administra-
tion area that includes an
entrance, reception area,

Superintendent Dr. Valerie Roberts (left) and Stewart County
Board of Education Chairman Darius Brown speak to the crowd.

For Many More Photos: www.tjournal.com

principal’s office, science lab,
health clinic, and storage vault.
Just behind that new building
is the new 18,671 square foot
high school building, which is
designed as a CTAE (Career
Technical Agricultural Educa-
tion) multi-purpose building.
The building is much larger
than it appears from the high-
way, as part of it cannot be seen
from that angle. Once inside,
however, it’s easy for visitors to
realize that it is definitely large

enough to be considered a
new school by itself.

There is also a nice, new
gym at the far left side of
the campus. That is where
officials and guests gath-
ered for a special Ribbon
Cutting Ceremony on Mon-
day.

Dr. Valerie Roberts, Su-
perintendent, thanked the
School Board, which she
described as the hardest

See OPENING, Page 11
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Marietta Daily Journal

Second Place

Savannah Morning News

Third Place

The Brunswick News
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J.K. Murphy, VP, Content
Dave Gossett, Circulation Director

EDITORIAL B OUR VIEW

Wade Stephens, Associate Publisher
Travis Knight, VP, Advertising/Marketing

Where have all the
conservatives gone?

True colors will show with Wednesday's millage rate vote

he Cobb Board of Commissioners,
T“llich used to be known as a respon-

sible body, is expected to raise taxes
on Wednesday.

There are more than a few who share
the blame for this reckless indulgence,
but the daddy rabbit is Chairman Mike
Boyce, a man who charmed the public
into thinking he opposed tax hikes on
the campaign trail only to reveal his
true colors once elected.

Speaking to the East Cobb Civic Asso-
ciation in 2012, for instance, Boyce
emphasized he was a Republican, the
party of “fiscal responsibility,” as he
blasted then-Chairman Tim Lee for
raising taxes in 2011.

“What we did last year, what the chair-
man led last year, is not a Republican
government,” Boyce said. “We raised
taxes. Nothing he says after that is going
to eliminate the fact that we raised taxes
as Republicans. We can't sit here as
Republicans and criticize President
Obama’s administration for raising
taxes and cutting benefits and do the
same thing here in Cobb County and
think that we’re different. We’re not.
It’s time to hold people accountable.
If you voted for a tax raise last year,
you need to be held accountable. That’s
why I'm in this race.”

So much for campaign rhetoric.

Yet hefare Rovee’s nolitical futnre

And we won’t even get into the $750
million Cobb voters approved in 2014,
renewing once again the endless 1 per-
cent special purpose local option sales
tax cycle for the government to spend,
spend, spend.

Perhaps if Birrell and the rest of
the commission hadn’t saddled the
county’s budget with $10.4 million in
annual raises to county staff, along
with monthly agenda books chock full
of questionable expenses, they wouldn’t
be in financial straits.

Of course, one would have no inkling
of Cobb’s largesse by listening to the
12-minute oration Cupid gave on Tues-
day in which she, channeling Dolores
Umbridge in all but the pink outfit and
purring kittens, expressed how “sad-
dened, disheartened and disappointed”
she was in Cobb residents who didn’t
value things they believed served lit-
tle purpose. County employees, Com-
missioner Cupid lectured, her finger
wagging at the crowd, her feet planted
firmly on a soap box, “were exhausting
themselves to provide the same level
of services” and “being asked to turn
straw into gold. ... But it's not enough.”

You'd have thought the county bureau-
crats had just been awarded Purple
Hearts the way she spoke of them doing
the kind of jobs they’re perfectly well
il bl
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DaiLy CiTiZEN-NEWS

Serving Northwest Georgia since 1847

First Place (at I'Ight! Keith Barlow

Publisher

Jamie Jones

Jamie Jones Managing Editor

Unsigned editorials represent the view of the Daily Citizen-
News. Members of the newspaper's editorial board are Keith

Dai |y C itize n - N ews, Dalto n Barlow, Wes Chance, Jamie Jones and Victor Miller. The

community member is Cathy Holmes. Columns and letters to
the editor are the opinions of the authors.

Our View

Second Place We ask you to

speak out against

baseless claims of
Third Place ‘fake news’

The Valdosta Daily Times

The Newnan Times-Herald

ake news! Fake news! Fake news!”

The chants have cascaded seemingly daily at
Republican political rallies across the country as
President Donald Trump, some of his support-
ers and his enablers seek to discredit the news
media that covers him. The baseless fake news
accusations are leveled against the entire indus-
try. Trump lumps everyone in the media into one
broad category, no matter the medium, and no
matter the size of each.

He r s the media “the enemy of the
people.” serves that brazen term for fel-
low Americans practicing a craft enshrined in the
First Amendment. The roll call of those producing|
fake news, in our president’s eyes, includes tele-
vision stations, radio stations, online news sites,
magazines, citizen journalists and newspapers.

That includes us.

Until Thursday, the Daily Citizen-
not been a direct object of those attacks (although
passive-aggressively we have, as a sign in the
Whitfield County Republican Party headquarters
in Dalton states, “I support President Trump. Not
fake news,” with the word “media” circled and
with a red line through it).

On Thursday. those derisi

ews had

e chants hit home. A
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The Press-Sentinel, Jesup
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Stuart Taylor
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Third Place
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THE P-S OPINION

Janet Royal
should resign

It’s time for Janet Royal to tender her resignation
as a member of the Wayne County Board of Educa-
tion.

Royal—who represents District 2 on the school
board—was indicted last week for theft by taking in
connection with her former job of Screven city clerk.

Of course, an indictment is not a conviction and
does not automatically remove an elected official
from office. Royal is presumed innocent until found
guilty, after all.

By the same token, though, an elected position is
not a basic right. Indeed, when several different peo-
ple run for the same office, only one can be elected in
the first place.

And this indictment is certainly a major distrac-
tion. So it’s reasonable for people to expect Royal to
remove that distraction by stepping down.

At this point in her term, it’s unclear what would
happen upon her resignation. The immediate effect,
though, would be to leave her seat vacant.

Yet would that be any worse than having Royal re-
main in office without attending meetings until her
term ends in December—effectively depriving her
constituents of representation even while she retains
her seat?
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First Place (at right)
Michael Prochaska

The Oconee Enterprise,

Watkinsville

Second Place

David Clemons and Jackie
Gutknecht
The Covington News

Third Place

Roy F. Chalker |r.
The True Citizen,
Waynesboro

OUR OPINION

O’Dillon

There has always been contro-
versy and gossip in Watkinsville
but mostly in small doses, just
enough to draw comparisons to
the fictional town of Mayberry.
Police Chief Lee O’Dillon
reminded many a visitor of Andy
Griffith: welcoming, neighborly
and often chatty. He exuded
“small town America” with an
outwardly attitude of goodwill
infused with just the right
amount of gossipy tendencies.

Except there is no “right
amount” of gossipy tendencies
for someone in his position.
Those kind of quirky towns char-
acterized by eccentric personali-
ties exist only in movies and TV.

O’Dillon treated Watkinsville
quite informally, almost like it
was impervious to real tragedy.
Did he think that the city could
just hum along with minimal
preparation for the horrors of
violent crime?

Behind his do-gooder
demeanor was a policeman with
an old fashioned approach to
small-town policing.

Regardless, his small-town
approach was a liability.

There is no doubt Watkinsville
Mayor Dave Shearon clashed
with O’Dillon the minute
Shearon took office. Shearon has
many goals for the city, but in
broad terms, his ultimate goal is
to propel Watkinsville into the

firing marks end of an era

future.

Shearon is preserving some of
Watkinsville’s charm, like down-
town art and pedestrian path-
ways, but it seems as if he wants
to purge inefficiencies by uproot-
ing Watkinsville’s insular, small-
potatoes character.

Shearon denies hiring an
overqualified code enforcement
officer for the sole purpose of
auditing the Police Department.

But the fact remains that after
only several months on the job,
his hire was allowed to audit the
Police Department.

And after successfully ousting
the police chief, Watkinsville will
soon hire a city administrator for
the first time in its history.

Shearon’s new-found reputa-
tion for leaving no stone
unturned has earned him respect
from some and resistance from

others.

Still, he is right to modernize
the Police Department in a time
when law enforcement officers
are scrutinized when they have to
use deadly force.

“The agency generally func-
tions on practices and shortcuts,
most of which have not evolved
over time,” Code Enforcement
Officer Steve Davis said in his
summary of the investigation.
“Written policies and procedures,
a standard fixture in most law
enforcement agencies, were mini-
mal at Watkinsville Police
Department under O’Dillon.”

The danger posed by these pol-
icy deficiencies was not some-
thing the mayor and city council
would tolerate.

When children are being
abused and suspects refuse to
cooperate with police officers,
the smallest weakness in a police
force may very well result in a
preventable tragedy.

Watkinsville is evolving into
something that no longer resem-
bles the easygoing, folksy days
of old.

We now live in a time of vigi-
lance and preparation, and most
of all, professionalism.

Editorials represent the posi-
tion of The Oconee Enterprise
and are written by the publisher,
editor and staff writers.
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Randall
deserves
better

The Franklin County
Board of Education’s decision
to effectively fire Superinten-
dent Wayne Randall is risky
and should have been handled
in a much better way.

A majority of the school
board decided in November
not to renew Randall’s con-
tract after this school year.
Randall wasn’t informed un-
til Dec. 4 and made the news
public this week.

As Board Member Alan
Mitchell, a Randall supporter,
said, this is not the best time
to make a change in the over-
all leadership of the system.

The school system is cur-
rently working to complete
a College and Career Acad-
emy at Franklin County High
School, is finishing up plans
to build onto Carnesville In-
termediate School, merge the
two Carnesville campuses and
is trying to solve the puzzle of
where to put a new Royston
Elementary School.

made, the board should have
had the courage to do so pub-
licly but instead followed
some bad advice.

State law allows the board
to talk about personnel mat-
ters, including the superin-
tendent’s evaluation, out-
side of public view, and the
school board’s attorney said
that since Randall’s contract
would not be renewed, no vote
was necessary.

But the legalities don’t fac-
tor in that Randall is a native
of Franklin County who has
worked his entire career in
our school system. As posts
on social media show, he is a
beloved former teacher and
principal.

Three members of the
school board decided in that
closed meeting to make a
change.

Only after they told Ran-
dall nearly a month later and
he announced his intended re-
tirement did it become public.
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Winston Jones
Times-Georgian, Carrollton

Second Place

James Swift
The Daily Tribune News, Cartersville

Third Place

Joe Garrett

Times-Georgian, Carrollton

Doling
out more
daily
drama

ear Diary,
It’s been quite a busy
day for me today. First, I

got up early so I could do some
grocery shopping. After getting
up, I dressed in

my best jeans and
put on my official
“Make America

Great Again” cap,
made in China. )

After driving Y ¢
to the store, I ; !
realized I had Y /) I )
left my driver’s WINSTON
license in my JONES

other billfold. I

had to drive all the way back
home to retrieve it, then back to
the store.

I was planning on buying
some cereal and everybody
knows, you have to have a photo
ID to buy cereal.

When the cashier placed my
Quaker oatmeal on the counter,
without being asked, I quickly
produced my ID. The cashier
seems a little perplexed. Doesn’t
she pay attention to our great
leader in Washington? Doesn’t
she watch Fox News?

She looked at it and smiled,
saying, “Are you sure you're old
enough to be purchasing cereal?”
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Christina Paige Santee

The Northeast Georgian,

Cornelia
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Caleb Smith

Pickens County Progress, Jasper

Third Place
Glenn Harbison
The News Observer, Blue Ridge

A moving morning

nmy 29 years of life,
I I'd never truly felt

prepared for future
motherhood — until that
fateful day.

My alarm clock went off
like any other deadline day
- an hour earlier than nor-
mal - and I dragged myself
out of bed to let our yellow
lab, Riley, and German
shepherd, Zoey, out for a
walk. It’s the first thing I
do each morning, followed
by saying “good morning”
to our stray-turned-spoiled
kitty, Stella.

I'd made a pot roast the
night before, and it was
no surprise I still smelled
hints of red wine and onion
in the air. The aroma usu-
ally lingers after baking it
for three-plus hours in the
oven, but the smell was -
off.

Suddenly, I realized
what the “extraingredi-
ent” was, and I ran to flip
the switch to shed light
on the situation in our
sunroom. My eyes wid-
ened and my jaw dropped
as I took in what was the
start to, quite literally, the
crappiest day 've had in a
while.

One of the girls had
gotten sick, which left
behind a mess reminiscent
of horror straight from a
Stephen King novel.

I flipped S outside to handle
back and forth /,4 \\\ theirbusiness. I
between crying £ \ mean, there were
and laughing as o i clawmarksin my
I FaceTimed my ! (‘G’ walls for good-

boyfriend, who

ness’ sake.

was celebrating Withno
his birthday by | bandana or face
hitting the lake ) maskin sight, I

for some early
morning fish- -
ing. His dad was
laughing so hard
(at me), he had to
walk away for fear
of choking on his
biscuit. Then, holding back
tears, I called Alan to tell
him I’d be late, trying my
best to explain the reason
professionally - if that’s
even possible.

It. Was. Everywhere.
The floor. The walls. The
doors. The air vent. The
furniture. A true crap-tas-
trophy, if you will. Even
“Foxy,” Zoey’s beloved
stuffed companion,
couldn’t escape the fecal
fiasco. How devastated she
must have been. Proba-
bly as devastated as [ was
throwing out the brand-
new dog bed-turned-
sponge I'd purchased the
week earlier.

And the only reason why
Iwasn’t upset about them
tearing down the blinds? It
was proof the guilty party
had tried to force their way

\

Q\q ‘

Ehristina
Santee

grabbed a pair

=2 of clean boxer

britches and tied
them around my
face like a nin-
japrepping for
battle. They didn’t
help, and The Police’s
“Every Breath You Take”
came to mind as I gagged
with every breath, every
move, every swipe, every
scoop. You know it’s bad
when your dog lays down
in front of the glass door
and watches you, giving
you that “You poor thing
- hangin there” look. Her
obvious look of pity told me
she wasn’t the culprit, but
her younger sister, Riley,
who was nowhere in sight.
One roll of paper towels,
one mop head, one pair of
rubber gloves, one can of
Lysol disinfectant spray
later and four “I can’t do
this” delays later, I only
wanted to scrub down the
sunroom 100 times more.
Air fresheners and candles
stood no chance against
the funk, and we struggled

to breath in our own home
the next several days. I
even tried the ole match
trick, but to no avail.

But the following day
brought anew dawn - until
I flipped the switch toreal-
ize it’d happened again.

For fear horrible things
come in threes, we made
the garage as cozy as pos-
sible, and I tried to walk
them every hour [ was
awake.

Well, horrible things
do come in threes, and the
following morning, I was
asking myself how sad I'd
be without the furbabies in
my life. Stella’s the best-be-
haved anyway.

But after realizing
thisincident followed a
kibble change, I assumed
responsibility and - after
going three days with no
accidents - let the girls
backin the comfort of the
sunroom.

The silver lining?
Clean-ups got easier the
more I had to do them,
which gives me hope for
the future and the human
babies it brings.

So the next time you
think you’re having a crap-
py day - think again.

Christina Santee is editor
of The Northeast Geor-
gian. Email her at csantee@
thenortheastgeorgian.com.
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The Tardy
Boys

Matt Aiken
Publisher

he Clipboard of Shame is

Tgone.

Inits place, is the Laptop
of Shame.

Yes over the past two and a half
years I have been all too familiar
with the clipboard that once sat on
the counter of the Lumpkin County
Elementary School front office.

It was there, when I would fail to
get my child to school on time, that I
would enter.

Eyes downcast. Shoulders
stooped. Head low.

I would shuffle over to the Clip-
board of Shame and enter all the
required details.

My name. Kid’s name. Teacher.
Grade. But there was one line that I
would always leave blank.

Reason for Tardiness.

Iwasn’t trying to be evasive. It’s
just I needed more than a mere line
to properly explain the situation.

If given the space it would proba-
bly sound something like this:

“Mpy troubles with school tardiness
began in eighth grade at Tucker High
School. First period was in A-Wing
but my locker was in C-Wing and I al-
ways had a hard time with my locker
combination. Also in DeKalb County
there was no middle school. You went
straight from elementary to high
school. It was a jarring transition that|
was hard to adjust to...”

I could go on like that until Bowen
missed the entire school day.

YWall naw tho eclinhaard hag ymad
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The Dawson News
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I’'m beginning to believe the
entire cause of the break down
in American society is the
result of 24 hour news, weath-
er, sports, entertainment etc.
Long ago a dumb politician
would say something complete-
ly ridiculous like, “I think we
should kill all people who
weigh over 300 pounds.” The
nightly news would mention
this for one minute because it
only had an hour to tell about
everything else happening in
the world. The next day you’d
hear nothing about the dumb
politician because the news had
to tell you about the next day’s
stuff in an hour. But now, oh
my, they have 24 hours to fill
so you hear about this state-
ment approximately 62 times
and then the news has fat folks
on to analyze the statement.
Special interest obesity groups
are interviewed and folks talk
about how they have been dam-
aged by the statement and on
and on it goes.

But, the sports world may
now have topped the cake con-
cerning the need to televise
something, anything, for 24
hours. ESPN now shows Corn-
hole tournaments with a play
by play announcer and a color

T. Gamble, IIT | | o5,

Contributing Columnist

analyst announcer as well. I
repeat myself. ESPN has now
made Cornhole a televised
event. Yes, Cornhole. In case
you do not know Cornhole is a
game with two boards that are
slanted upward with a hole at
the end. Competitors try to
throw bean bags through the
hole for points, sort of like
horseshoes for the very weak.
Growing up, if you told me
to come over for some Corn-
hole, I would probably call the
police. But, the modern ver-
sion is different, thank God.
But really, a televised tourna-
ment? Let’s face it, Cornhole
requires the athletic ability of a
three toed sloth. One can play
Cornhole or sit in a recliner
and channel surf with the
remote and burn about the same
amount of calories. Eight year

old little girls can compete
against 40 year old drunken
men. But here it is, all spon-
sored by Jimmy Johns Subs no
less.

I watched the most recent
tournament which should tell
you all you need to know about
both my mental and physical
health. The only thing worse
than playing Cornhole is being
a spectator at a Cornhole event.
And what about the announc-
ers? Is there a lower rung on
the totem pole than being a play
by play announcer for this? I
think Matt Lauer may be one
soon. “Well John, that was
some toss right there. Nailed it
right on the fly. Little Suzy is
really tossing that bean bag
tonight.” And the color com-
mentator, “Yes Sam, Johnny
looks a little nervous tonight. I

think he’ll have to change to
Schlitz Malt Liquor tonight to
have any real chance to win
this thing.”

I was actually stunned to
see that Cornhole could be
played without a beer in your
hand. I'd never seen that
before. Two guys, one slim
and one quite large, battled it
out. I did not make it to the
end to see who won as I had to
take a nap. Last year the win-
ners were Stacie Pugh,
crowned Queen Cornhole and
Jeff Reynolds, King Cornhole.
I have aspired to be many
things in my life but, I'm pret-
ty sure if I win King Cornhole
I’m out of my father’s will. I
can’t even allow myself to
think about my daughter being
crowned Queen Cornhole.

I may decide to begin get-
ting in shape for a tournament
myself a little later this year.
Maybe they’ll even have a sen-
ior tour further enhancing my
odds of winning the grand
prize, whatever it is. Yep, with
24 hour sports we can all be
champs. But Cornhole Champ?
I think Il pass.

(Send your email comments
to T@colliergamble.com.)
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Humorous Column

Snapshots:

Tales Of Big Canoe

BRENT CARROLL

“I think, as a not-so-funny-joke,
the nurse believed it would be cute to use a red bandage. Red, as in Rudolf.”

Christmas party pooper

o date, I've attended five
Christmas parties, all here in
Big Canoe. Most of the host
homes have been golf/bridge
book club/Sunday school friends of Joan
Well, most. I know a few of them
Anyway, as a good husband should
I've been to all of them. All of them.
Five. Until today. Rosie and her husband
Marv (who recently had an infected corn
removed from his little toe) are having
a 6 p.m. sit-down dinner, like, right now
I'he infected corn thing is important
because Marv is an avid bowler who

explains to everyone how very critical
toes are when making the 2-7 baby split

Rosie—who occasionally comes to
our house for bridge—drenches herself
in some kind of really toxic perfume that
leaves a residue for 36 hours. Dixie, our
Scottie, breaks out in hives as soon as
Rosie shuffles the cards. After a couple
of hours, my eyes stop watering and
I'm OK, but poor Dixie suffers for three
days. A real dog's life.

So, I'm scheduled to g
again tonight to go to the fancy Rosie
Dinner, which will make six. Six. But, a
savior. This morning, I noticed an itsy
bitsy, teensy-weensy hickey on the very
tip of my nose. “Cancer!” I said to myself
and off I went to the dermatologist, who
did a biopsy shave. You know, that's
when they take a small sample of the
hickey to send off to the lab. Well, I came
home with a big bandage on my nose tip

[ think, as a not-so-funny-joke, the
nurse believed it would be cute to use
ared bandage. Red, as in Rudolf. When
Joan saw it she said, “T'here is no way
I'm going to a sit-down dinner party
with you and that awful nose bandage

et all dressy

looking like that.” So, off she goes with

"You and me, Rudolph, outside 'til Christmas
watching Monday Night Football through the window!"

herself. How's that for 46 years of

You might be asking why, as a good
husband, I couldn’t change the bandage
to a simple flesh-colored one straight
from Walgreen's. Answer: I told Joan the
doctor advised I must “... not remove this
beautiful red one before Christmas Day.”

So, tonight I'm going to have a

vodka martini and watch Monday Night
Football in my underwear.

Brent and Joan Carroll moved to

Big Canoe in 2014. I'1e is an avowed
frustrated writer, recognized by mixed
tenses, copious commas and run-on
sentences. Still, he is widely published
in his own mind.
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Football:
Y  Georgia Tech, -Socreboayd
UGA suffer tough +On The Air
conference losses *More prep football ....
b

Trinity in 4th straight Final Four

Lady Crusaders rout Southland, 9-1 and 130 to advance

P

Jermaine Cooley (21) retums an interception
42 yards for a Dublin touchdown.

cither
e final

135 yands

v of the gatme. AR
secting up shop at the Pair
20, Dubln

i play froen scrimmags

i n. put paints
th pick-t interompli
punt return teaos b
b

Dublie's Tyler Sricklend (lf) folows tsamete Joquez Evans (9)
into the end zone for the first of his three touchdowns.

Wit just over 600 rrnai

s it Uhe previous game
The Royals scored

o0 & 16 yard teschdown
Baiky to Parrow
Jef in the bl
210

Quarterback Ahx Muns (11) pmvldnd 2 spm for the Falcons, throwing a pair

ouchdown passes in his first action of the season.

EL's Danielle Lowther delivers a strike.




SPORTS

[rme Daity Trabune News.

Saturday, November 3, 201

BARTOW COUNTY FOOTBALL

CANES TAKE REGION TITLE

RANOY PARKERIT/E DALY TRIDUNE NEWS.

s y
J43-10 win for the Region 5-AAAA title Friday night at Weinman Stadium.

Cartersville tops Troup. for 7th-straight perfect region season

D Nicmos

RANDY PARKEROTH

Trapheagen,

Lady "Cats
win 2nd
state title in

PAULDING CO. § e

17

CASS

14

Ser Cass, Paar 28

a1 Doug Cochran Stadium

Evar tor Baylae afe
the' Class SAstate_championship. cross]

country race in Carroliton Friday morning.
Woodiand High held on for the narrow win tol

secure its second state title in the last three]
years. Both Evans sisters placed in the top 20.
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AOWs: CHEROKEE'S OLVIA HERRERA, CREEKVIEW'S EVAN GANFALA HONORED > B3

GIRLS BASKETBALL I
STATE TOURNAMENT

Cherokee
leads the

charge for
playoffs

Lady Warriors roll into
tournament with just
two losses on season

ALEX RESNAK

aresnakBcherorsetribune.com

Alsix Cherokee County girls basket-
ball teams are continuing their seasons
this weekend in the state tournament.

Cherokee wil have the best chance
to advance and can be counted among
the: snk- s top contenders after winning
the Regon JAMAANA champiostip

Lady Warriors (24-2) enter the
l.;me.“ o a12-game winning streak
andwilhost North Cob (0-7) tnight
Wisaremata

6 5844, ut coach Matt ates

smd much haschianged since

Sty diferent from

when we playedCatesaid, “We know

they're very athletic and well-coached

Theyregoingtoplay bard,sowe e ing
tohavetobean fop of our

his year, 50 they are 3

“biggest change may be for
Cherakeet Which loet Sydne Watts
toa season-ending injury during the
Region 4AAAAAAA tournament. The
Lady Warriossillave plntyofdet,
with Chatham Brown and Annie Krapf
Dringing playofexperience o il the void
ongside cxperienced starers Oivia
Herrera, Laiken Wade and Laci
meone e st has o s\rp up: znd
* Cates said. ‘Wecan!
s wecantcontrat Thentet pe puson
just has to step up and be ready to go.”
Woodstock willalso beat home tonight
against Mari
“The Lady Wolverines (16-10) earned
hind the effcient

in Carly Henderson, and while the
Lty o v (1 15) cam sore it
anyone thanks to Taylor Smith, Wood-
Sock coach Jared Hughessaid the extra
week of preparation will help his team
preparetoslow a dynamic orer.
1,(., e prepard o the sty
of play
i s omglnbr(asl 1t's going to
ugh. It's going to be in-your-fce.
Having those extra couple days ater the
‘SEE CHARGE, B3

g through the regulr season
umament, Oivia Herrera
ammates may stand
at having  deep state
St s Rk

'POWERFUL
'CANCER-
FIGHTING
NETWORK

BASEBALL U SEASON PREVIEW

BOYS BASKETBALL: COUNTY REPRESENTED BY THREE TEAMS IN STATE TOURNEY > B3

s now in the At
1o rely more on

Underwood, center,

o P

Bees ‘ysleﬂ and Acrew Koene pia
s pitching staff if it hopes to

state championship. / Sus - ket J. Wt

IN THE FUTURE

og o Georga S, Elovh co

e

have
d its Class AMAAMA

Etowah, Woodstock not resting on past
after runs to state championship series

ALEX RESNAK / aresnak@cherokeetribune.com

Bascball season got undervay tis

We! w.mn ‘thad one of those here in
cight y

County set about vvichmgﬂu‘ hlgh
barth um set for themselves last year.

oty goalwith mcimd of teams we
have around|
Pitch

most mm-«fu! in county history,
Etows

forthe F;f!n‘ who retum starters

Woodstock will also have to do
some retooling after reaching the
championship series last year, th

e Wolverines do return 13 seniors.

Coach Jeff Brown said the game
Benvil agio rrly on .w.-w and

pitc!

s ;\p\_-\.uM state champioaship,

while River Ridge reached the Class
AAAA semifinals,

cteam it the most 0 v p

to will be Etowah, but coach Greg

Robinson is not thinking this early

in the season about defending his

.Iachn Sisk, B et Madden i
il all return tolead the

P st mmes Fa )un
rotation that

ienoe, ut lowah wil Ity havea
difleeat ook offensvely afterlosing

rew Waters and Andrew Keene from
dm m\ddh: nlusmd

lost both Brant Hurter and Jared
Staples o the college ra

fhensively, Caleb Bartoiero will
lead an offense that features Justin
Bailey, Brennan Milone and Spencer
Keefa, and has plenty

“We play in such s compettve s
d regon,” Robinson said

many good teams,
dou'tthink we'll caught up
o ing o defend We would ke to

“Youdon't mph(‘c aWatersanda
obinson

e Thnse gu\: had so much
power and were big RBI guys. That's
whyour pitching has to be paramount
thisyear. You can't count on the home

WRESTLING I BLESSED TRINITY

y it takes to get
ther,” Brown sad. You bave o play
consistent baseball throughout the
season, and you have to play really

SEE FUTURE, B3

Title bittersweet for Canton resident

ALEX RESNAK

finish for her.”

at 152 pounds, Baker had ltte
As Vincent Baker stood atopthe  trouble working his way through
jum at last week's wrestling state  the regular season.
Despite having atarget on his

back in every mat

championships in Macon, it wasa
bittersweet moment.

be lost just one

matd
8 Roowl's Blessd Trinty Cathlcfora tough setional tournament
High School, hd just won his s when tragedy

Just two.
‘ment, Louise Baker did, but Vincent

cmingat oo ias A
Ttw

g moment

n(a season filled with hard work, e o the bigges touraments of
to

b sl g B Lo o molhusn‘rmnn.nm:pms\\on

died 11 days earlier after a two-year
battle with colon cancer.

incent Baker

‘me to quit everything I was working
“Ttwas eallyhard, bt justhad _for”he sid. Twanted to holdonto

vit wouldn't be right for

i ey fighter, and she - and use them as inspiration.”

{nspired me. She got me starte
in wrestling, so I knew 1 had to

SEETIME.B2 last Saturday in Mocon. /spcel

rinity, celebrates with fis fat
nd straight state ch:

Taking on cancer requires an elite clinical team. That's why Northside Hospital Cancer
Institute has the most board-certified medical oncologists in Georgia. We diagnose
and treat more new cancer cases than any other hospital in the state—providing care
at48 cancer centers. Backed by expertise and experience, we're built to beat cancer.

>

Learn more at builttobeatcancer.com

BEAT
CANCER

H
NORTHSIDE

HOSPITAL
CANCER INSTITUTE
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THE CHAM Ps The Jackson Herald, Jefferson

Dragons down Cartersyllle Yokt s basebaiie
to win first-ever state title o

REVELING IN THE MOMENT
pIy"Ile 'sday, beating Cart
nthe schoors firstev u mnr p

By Ben Munro

Second Place
Greg Finan Jr.

The Dahlonega Nugget

Third Place

Jeremy Johnson

The Oconee Enterprise,
Watkinsville

SEE MORE COVERAGE OF JEFFERSON'S STATE BASEBALL CHAMPIONSHIP ON PAGES 4B, 5B AND 6B
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Barrow News-Journal October 31, 2018
l‘t “Volleyball +Prep calendar ' 9
- S O S .
+BCA football
—38

[Football

It's win or go home...

—88
*Columnists

—88 Section B
ok dok

Sullivan signs with
Phlladelphla Eagles

w High Schot

Doggs hope to end
season on high note

By Scott Thompeon

HOLDING ONTO PLAYOFF HOPES
The Apalachee defense will need another strong effort this week to slow an explosive Habersham
(Central offense, and the Wildcats need a win in their rogular. finale to have any shot atthe stste
playoffs. Kickoff Friday is 7:30 p.m. in Mt Airy. Photo; o

Wildcats need victory at Habersham, possibly help

By Scott Thoy

lay beticr and go ove

have been mult-year
will be playing their final h

s GHSA Regic
8- AAAAAA play Friday X
fesion chunpion Dacas  wbead et bt RETURN THREAT
other two e Apalachee senior Cameron Hoffman had a 60-yard
mine the fourth spx punt return for a touchdown in the Wildcats' 7-6 sill prowd of
Se0 Wildeats o l0ss to Gainesville last week lading ths e

ivision F
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First Place (at right)

ICross Country

WBH% b()ys finish third, AHS gnls tdke fourth in region to qualify for state

” RUNNING FOR IT

Apalachee’s Jade Pinela, left, finished seventh and Winder-Barrow's Haedan
Fura, center, was 18th in last week's region meet. See more pictures from the
meet on page 6B. Photo by Scot Thomps:

Barrow News-Journal,Winder

Second Place
The Madison County Journal,
Danielsville

Third Place
Franklin County Citizen Leader,

Lavonia



CLOSE SHAVE

"
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Meadowcreek head coach Curtis Gilleylen and his team celebrate their victory over Grayson in the semifinals of the AMAAAA state tournament Saturday at Buford

Arena. Below, Meadowcreek’s Dequarius Nicholas looks to score. (Photos: David McGregor)

Meadowcreek boys survive 57-55
in semifinal thriller against Grayson

By Davip FRIEDLANDER
david friedander@
gwinnettdailypost.com

BUFORD — After
losing a handful of key
games on last-second shots
this season, Meadowcreek
boys basketball coach
Curtis Gilleylen wasn’t
2 to leave anything to
chance in his team’s Class
AAAAAAA state semifi-
nal game against Grayson.

“We didn’t want to take
a chance on a buzzer beater
anymore,” Gilleylen said
ustal held on
fora win urday at
Buford City Arena. “Even
with a half-court one,

we didn’s
chancy

With the memories
of two Kyle Sturdivant
3-pointers that broke their
hearts in losses 10 Norcross
in the last month still fresh
in their minds and clinging
10 a three-point lead, the
Mustangs fouled D.J. Wil-
liams with 1.3 seconds left
1o send him to the line for
two shots.

“Really at the end,
(Gilleylen) told us to get
said Mustangs
ard Cory Hightower,
who finished the night with
18 points, nine rebounds
and five assists. “We knew
it was coming off the

want to take a

backboard. We knew a
rebound would take us to
the state championship.”

Sure enough, after Wil-
liams made the first free
throw, the 6-foot-7 senior
corralled the intentional
miss of the second, allow
ing the clock (o run and
send Meadowcreek (24-6)
10 its first state champion-
ship game.

The Mustangs will face
a fourth meeting with
Region 7-AAAAAAA
nemesis Norcross next
Saturday at Georgia Tech’s
McCamish Pavilion

Ihe last frenetic seconds
symbolized the two big-
gest themes of the game,

and especially the fourth
quarter free throw
shooting woes and a tough,
physically-exhausting ef-
fort from both teams.

The Rams (22-7) were
the first to suffer from
es at the charity
connecting on just
11 of their first 20 to fall
into a hole in the fourth
quarter before rallying to
nearly climb out of that
hole and finish the night at
arespectable 22 of 31

Meanwhile, the Mus-
tangs went to the line just
nine times on the night and
were just 1 of their first 6

See MUSTANGS, Page 7B
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WAT

MATT HamILTON/ Daily

North Murray High School’s Mary Trejo celebrates a victory by pin over Southeast Whitfield’s Belen Eslrada

Thursday in Chatsworth.

Local athletes from Southeast, North
Murray prove wrestling not just for boys

By EnmALEE MOLAY
emmaleemolay @
dalyciizen news

North
Mary

CHATSWORTH —
Murray High Schoo
Trejo took her time,
a full two minuf
Southeast Whitfield
Estrada before defeating
Lady Raider by pin on her home
m\l Thumh\ night.

. They are proud
it their schools and
proud to do so with the encour-
agement of their fellow male

l.un wanting to do this
for a while now, jo said.
“Even though it’s my first year
doing it, T wanted to prove

people wrong. I've had a lot of

people doubt me, but honestly

it Ju»l gets me more hyped up.”
wphmml 3
as first interested in wres-
g after watching her older
sister compete. Her beother,
Edwin, is also a wrestler for the
Mountaineers.

This is the first season that
the Georgia High School
.\\\ocnuon has recognized
as an official
competitors a
tate champion
I\kmr achieve-
u.ll ukl state

&Imxl 8
chance to w

> Pjease see WATCH, 4B

MATT HawiLton/Daily C
Southeast Whitfield High School's Belen
Estrada stares down North Murray’s Mary
Trejo during a wrestling match Thursday in
Chatsworth,
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in the NBA summer league.

BY JASON GREENBERG
Jjason.greenbrg @daily-tribune com

For years, AJ. Mosby has been
playing in the SEBL summer league
on Aubrey Street in Carters: This
summer, Mosby hopes he'll be play-
ing summer ball in Las Vegas with the
NBA logo on his uniform.

That may seem far-fetched for a
player who was the third-leading
scorer on his Cartersville Hi
as a senior in 2014, Howeve:
stellar college career a
hoochee Tech and Alcom
an impressive showing at the 3X3U
National Championship on ESPN2
last weekend, Mosby spoke with
scouts from the Brooklyn Nets,
Toronto Raptors and Los Angeles
Clippers.

“I had a few NBA scouts come up
to me and talk ¢ z b

training camps and these workouts to
hopefully get with these teams. They
hey were goi

o " r

CASHING IN

Cartersville High grad A.J. Mosby holds wads of cash after winning a game at the 3X3U National Championship on March 31 in San Antonio,
Atter a stellar two years at Alcorn State, Mosby said he will hire an agent and has spoken to three NBA representatives about possibly playing

A.J. Mosby transitioning to pro career

3X3U NATIONAL CHAMPIONSH IP/SPECIAL

Former Cartersville High and Alcorn State basketball player A.J.
Mosby, right, and his SWAC teammates celebrate after winning a
game in the 3X3U National Championship on March 31 inSan

Antonio.

Mosby has had several agents offer
10 represent him as he turns pro, and

alittle stressful
ust um,

should I trust this company’
why I've been taking my time with
the whole agent proces

3X3U NATIONAL CHANPONSH PSPECIAL]

in the 3-on-3 tournament. The three-|

Championship fea
college seniors from each Division-]|
conference asketballl
taking

$3.000 to share among the four play-
ers.

Mosby’s SWAC team won its pool|
with a 2-1 record, and then won the|
quarterfinal game on Mosby’s game-
winning floater. That put the SWAC]
in the semifinals, where the team lost|
to the Big 10.

The top-four finish was impressive]

Mosby]
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GIRLS BASKETBALL I CHEROKEE

— .

With the addition of more offensive weapons and more size down low, including 6-foot-3 freshman Kate Johnson (42),
Cherokee is 16-2 and enjoying one of the strongest starts the program has had in the 18-year tenure of coach Matt
Cates (below). / staff- Alex Resnak and Carlton D. White

WARRIOR ROLL

‘Few more pieces in our puzzle’ have
been a boost to Cherokee girls’ success

ALEX RESNAK / aresnak@cherokeetribune.com

Things have felt different around = ¥
the Cherokee girls basketball team j‘ 7
this season. MENIEE g

The Lady Warriors have built an >
impressive resume in recent seasons, W = 4 <>
with a 3-2 record in the playoffs ) Jil i
over the last two years, along with
a Region 4AAAAAAA title last
season. However, with some key new
additions, they look poised for their
most successful season in years.

“It's obviously a veteran group
coming back.” said longtime Cherokee
coach Matt Cates, who is in his 18th
scason at the helm. “It does seem a little
bit different, though. We have a few
more pieces in our puzzle that we're
happy to have, so it does seem a little
bit different from years in the past.”

It is not often a region champion
loses five seniors to graduation and

\

comes back stronger the next year, but
that is exactly what Cherokee (16-2,
5-0) has done.

The biggest difference came on the

interior, where all-county selection also includes 6-foot-3 freshman Kate
Sydne Watts transferred from Etowah.  Johnson
She has add 83 points and 6.0

rebounds per game to a rotation that SEE WARRIOR, B3
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Dlamond Dogs swée “East
Hall to advance in playoffs

BASEBALL » (3
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The Champion, Decatur

High School Basketball

By Scott ~
Sports Editor

hompson

The Winder-Barrow
Tigh School girls basket-
pall tcam started this sca-
on with the ultimate goal
f winning the state cham-
bionship that had eluded
hem during a dominant
fun in the last two-plus
years.

Those hopes and dreams
came 10 an C\L'l'llk'lllllllg
end Tuesday as the No.
P Lady Bulldoggs fell to
op-ranked Love 68-67
n overtime, at home in the
iHSA Class AAAAAA
Juarterfinals.

The Lady Wildcats (30-
1) will face Northview in
he semifinals Saturday
ifternoon at the University
of West Georgia.

Tuesday
punch for a Wind
fow _program_that is now

Another heartbreaker

TIED UP

74-18 dating back to the
start of the 2015-16 sea-
son.

I'hat year the Lady
Doggs snapped a two-de-
cade state-playoff skid and

went on a magical run to
the Class AAAAA state
championship game, only
(o lose by a single point to
Southwest DeKalb.

on, without its
available due
Winder-Barrow,
which had won its first
re;

on championship in 52
fell in the AAAAAA
quarterfinals to eventual
state champion Mays.

And then came Tues-
day’s defeat which ended
another region champion-
ship season. One point.

in.
I'hey don’t
this feeling again,” Wind-
er-Barrow coach Kimberly
Garren said after the loss.

deserve

Winder-Barrow senior Olivia Nelson-Ododa is surrounded by Lovejoy defenders during the first half
of Tuesday’s GHSA Class AAAAAA quarterfinal game. Lovejoy went on to win 68-67 in overtime. The
Lady Doggs finished the season 24-5. Nelson-Ododa, in her final high school game, had a triple-doublé,
finishing with 24 points, 21 rebounds and 10 blocks in the loss. See more photos inside.

Lady Doggs fall to Lovejoy in OT in Elite &

It was a wild swing of
emotions for much of the
night for the Lady Doggs
(24-5), who led 25-24 at
the break, then ove
a seven-point second-half

came

deficit and forced over-
time when Chellia Watson
nailed a 3-pointer with 8.9
seconds left in regulation
to tie the game at 56-56.
Lovejoy tried to get the
ball down the court for a
final shot but the ball was
batted away and the Wind-
er-Barrow bench mobbed
Watson, a junior sharp-
shooter who scored 12
points in the first half but
was held scoreless until the
clutch dagger.

The Lady Doggs kept
the momentum  going

to start the extra period.
All-American senior post
player Olivia Nelson-Odo-
da was fouled three straight
times and went 3-of-5 from

Photos by Scott Thompsan

the free throw line to give
her team the lead. Aftgr
a Lovejoy miss on e
other end, Watson droye
almost the entire length ¢f
the court, weaved her wdy
through traffic and laid fit
in off the glass to boopt
the lead to 61-56 with 2:41
remaining

See WBHS on Page 48
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When Tim Vick arrived on
the campus of Greater Atlanta
(Christian in 1975, he drove up
on the single-lane eravel road
— Indian Trail — t0 a piece
of woodland with one build-
ing, a gym and some Quonset
huts.

The story goes that the
school bought the huts from
the government and trans-
ported them back in trucks
with students sitting on top of
the metal pieces to keep them
from flying out.

“He was here when it was
real humble beginnings,”
longtime Spartans coach
Jimmy Chupp said. *“You look
at the campus now and it’s
80 acres, but it hasn’t always
been that way. Jesse Long and
David Fincher were the keys,
but Tim was right in the midst
of it

“He’s been here 43 years
and the school is 50 years old
That's a legacy

Vick is leaving the Nor-
cross private school which he
shepherded to athletic promi-
nence to be closer to family

By CHRISTINE TROYKE | christine troyke@gwinnettdailypost.com

Greater Atlanta Christian had a celebration dinner earlier this
month to honor outgoing athletic director Tim Vick, left, for 43
years of service to the small private school in Norcross. (Pho-

to: GAC Athletics)

and teach in Little Rock, Ark
He and his wife Kim are mov-
ing as soon as their house
sells — about 38 years later
than they expected when Vick
took the job as an assistant
basketball coach and teacher
A week after he and Kim
married in August 1975, they

moved to Atlanta and planned
10 be here for five years.
Vick’s high school coach
in Valdosta was good friends
with Jackie Bradford, GAC’s
first athletic director, and
hired him right out of colleg
T'he school was seven years
old and Bradford had already

Tim Vick, who led Greater Atlanta Christian to a state title as the boys basketball head coach, is leaving the Norcross private
school after 43 years of service. (Photo: GAC Archives)

Tim Vick fostered family environment as GAC
athletics flourished during his decades as AD

guided the Spartans (o a boys
basketball state title (in 1971).
with the

“It had to be
founder, Jesse
Vick, who would much rather
talk about others’ accomplish-
ments than his own. “He had
a dream, a school that was
God’s school. He felt we
could be champions while at
the same time having excel-

“He brought in Jackie
Bradford, who did it all.”

Two years into Vick’s ten-
ure at C, he was part of his
first state championship with
Bradford still at the helm,
Since he became AD in 1982,
the Spartans have won 40
state titles and were runner-up
more than 60 other times.

Vick also coached track,
cross country, golf, tennis
and, for one semester, cheer-
leading.

“In 1987, I was the head
coach and we were state
runner-up and lost by one
point,” Vick said. “I always

See VICK, Page 2B
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ToNy MaLuso/Daily Citizen-News
North Murray High School’'s Waylyn James, right, the newly-
appointed first base coach, talks with junior Preston Poag
Jr. after he reached base against Sonoraville High School on
Monday.

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL

ormer Mountaineer pitcher
efnbraces new role.aftet inj

By Jacos Hom
Jacobhoag @dailycitizen.news

CHATSWORTH — It’s a different vantage
p()ml for North Murray High School senior

Waylyn James, who 1mmd\u| the on as.
u Mountaineers’ potential pitching

He no longer locks down off the mound
he's grown so comfortable standing atop,
shaking off his catcher's signs and trying to
outsmart batters. Instead he stands, hands on
his knees, eyes squinted under the brim of his
black helmet, looking over the opposing first
baseman's shoulder, hing for clues as
North Mun first base coach.

James felt‘a sharp pain in his elbow while
throwing during a travel bascball game this
past the summer. He recently had Tommy
John surgery to repair the tom ulnar collateral
lm\mm! (UCL) in his pitching arm, ending his

§ t North Murray.
watching, it 1sn't fun,” James
. “Id give anything to be out there playing
with them right now. But coaching and helping
coach (Preston) Poag, it makes you look at the
game a whole lot differently \ul.h a different
perspective. Much more studyi

After playing through the pam in the
Mountaineers’ first 10 games — in a primarily
non-throwing capacity, mostly playing first
base — James is rehabbing after his March 13

| surgery and has anew role > with the team.

Poag. who s d to James that he give
coaching a Ie's played a lot of baseball
and knows baseball, so I switched things up
and put him on first. We miss him playing, but
at least he can stay in the game. He shows up

every day to practice and is still a big part of
the team.”

James, who was also a member of the
school’s football and basketball teams, pl:
center field and pitched in 2017. He wa
the leadoff hitter and hit three home runs with
24 RBIs.

It's different, no question. He's no longer
in the thick of the action, but “coach” James
enjoys the opportunity to remain with the team
and help the Mountaineers (5-15, 2-8 Region

3A) make a playoff push.

Now that I can’t throw, (coach ng\ is giv-

ing me opportunities to get ready,” James said.

“I'm loving it. I just like being out here with the
guys and being a part of it somehow.™

‘The new role comes with its learning curves,
but \\nhuu\ of c\pmmcg pl

wing travel ball with Exposure
Rdlkr'hm looking for keys,
to use in his own at-bats or base running, he
spends the majority of the game looking for
he can help his team get the upper hand.
hings like when to take off on a steal or what
pitches the opposition likes to throw at certain
times.
He has the ability to pick up on the minor
details and relay them to his teammates.
make sure no one gets in run downs and
veryone into the game and paying atten-
tion,” James said. “Make sure they don't get
lost on the bases and have smart base running.
I've played baseball my whole life and that's

> Please see JAMES, 3B
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RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
The WBHF radio team, clockwise from top, Matt Santini, Don Startup, Jack Howell and Josh Brock.

WBHF football
broadcast team
provides voice

of Cartersville
on Friday nights|

BY JASON GREENBERG
Jjason greenberg@daily-tribune.com

On fall Friday nights, the small
city of Cartersville becomes the ex-|
emplar of the backdrop to every
high school football movie ever|
produced.

There’s the material setting of the
grandiose stadium ascending from|
the landscape in the center of af
small town, just a few blocks away|
from a picturesque downtown.

Then there’s the intangible foot-]
ball-centric climate created by the)
proud tradition of the local high|
school program and all that comes|
with it — the rabid fan base, the star|
athletic talent and the unification of]
the community into a central focus |

At its best, a Friday night during
the fall in Cartersville combines the}
enthusiasm for football from the]
movie “Friday Night Lights™ with
the small-town feel of Mayberry
from “The Andy Griffith Show.”

And in perhaps the biggest Hol-|
lywood trope of all, the mayor off
the small town does the play-by-|
play call for the local radio broad-|
cast.

“It’s one of those things that kind|
of continues to have that hometown|
feel,” Cartersville Mayor Matt San-|
tini acknowledges.

In more ways than one, the|
WBHF AM 1450 and FM 100.3|
football broadcast team of Santini |
Josh Brock, Jack Howell and Don
Startup embodies the relationship|
between football ~and  the]
Cartersville community. One wayl|
or another, all four personalities|
found themselves broadcasting|
Cartersville games, not out of am-|
bition to be the voices of one of the]
state’s most prestigious high school|
football programs, but because of|
their sense of duty to serving the|
community.

See RADIO, PAGE 2B
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Walton County resident T. McFerrin, who is the only coach to lead four different schools to the state finals, was
selected to the Georgia Sports Hall of Fame last week.

McFerrin gets HOF nod

Football | Legendary
coach honored by selection

By Brett Fowler

brett.fowler@waltontribune.com

Legendary Georgia high
school football coach and Wal-
ton County resident T. McFer-
rin was selected to the Georgia
Sports Hall of Fame, it was an-

nounced Tuesday morning.

“It’s the pinnacle. It’s a big
deal,” McFerrin said. “The
Coaches Hall of Fame was nice,
but that’s voted on by your
peers which is great, but this
thing in Macon is really some-
thing else.”

McFerrin is one of the best
football coaches in Georgia high

school football history. His
record of 340-102-4 ranked
fourth all time among coaches
in the state when he retired. He
is the only coach in state his-
tory to take four different teams
to the state finals.

The coach won two state titles
with programs that had never

See McFerrin » Page B2
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Woods finds strength, maturity with teammates after losing both parents
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DOGS AND CATS UNITE

Rival schools join to raise funds for childhood cancer

BYCARLAPARKER
carla@dekalbchamp.com

‘The annual Golden Spike
rivalry between Chamblee
Charter High School and
Dunwoody High School
has become more than just
another rival game the past
couple of years.

Since 2016, students

to the school’s website. She
was tasked to “take ona
business and I took Chip's
Nation on as my [public
relations] business”

“My dad and I were
talking, and we thought it
would be a great time for us

from the two schools have to bring these two schools
temporarily put school together and sell t-shirts;”
pride and differences behind ~ Hogan said. “Both schools
them to bring awareness to got excited. We didn't raise
childhood cancer. Thetwo ~ as much money our first year
student bodies sold gold as they did this year, but it
t-shirts to have a “gold out® at  was awesome. It was the most
the game on Aug. 31, which  packed game of the season.
was dubbed “Dogsand Cats ~ I'm super excited to see that
Unite to Fight Childhood they brought it back™
Cancer” Proceeds from the "The schools raised $5,000
-shirt sales were donated for Chip’s Nation after selling
to Chip's Nation Pediatric t-shirts for $10 and presented
Cancer Foundation. a check to Madren at
‘The foundation was halftime. Madren said it feels
started by Chip Madren good to see two rival schools
and his family. Madren, 21, come together to support him
is an eight-year survivor of and other children who are
brain cancer. He was 13 years  living with cancer or cancer
old when he was diagnosed survivors.
with stage four anaplastic “I'm the lucky one” he
metastatic medulloblastoma.  said. “I'm here for all of the
‘The Madren family created other people [who have
the foundation to raise cancer) that I've met and
money and awareness to help  those who canit be here
organizations which support  tonight”
children and their families as “We just feel like we're the
they battle through the trials  Iucky ones,” his mother Lea
of pediatric cancer and other  said. “We get to be here and
life-threatening illnesses. there are so many kids who
Jenna Hogan, a 2017 are in the hospital, who have
Dunwoody graduate and died. One in 285 kids will get
a family friend of the cancer before they're 21 and
Madrens, came up withthe  seven kids dic in the United
idea to bring Chamblec and  States every day from cancer.
Dunwoody together to raise ~ That’s a lot of kids”
awareness and money for Hogan said the funds
childhood cancer. raised by the students will
“September is Childhood  go toward an event the
Cancer Awareness Month, foundation hosts every year
50 I was like how can to raise money for pediatric
Dunwoody and Chamblee cancer.
do something together? T “This is all going to go to
was trying to thinkof away ~ our February event and were
1 could help give back and T super excited about that," she
thought this is something our  said. “It's amazing because
whole school could do” she  Chip has gone through so
said. much. It’s amazing to see
Hogan was in him be able to give back to
Dunwoody’s Academy of the people who helped him
Finance, a two-year program  and because of schools like
in which students gain [Chamblee and Dunwoody]
specialized preparation in and events like this he’s able
the field of finance while to do that. It’s little things
completing t their nonml commiogethu to make a
course big d

. \J'I'I nm TN

(pictured) gold t-shirts to raise Photos by Travis Hudgons
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completes rigorous
30-mile test
through mountains
of Vermont

By Ben Munro
After a day of eating
turkey on Thanksgiving
2017, Jason Powers came
o a decision one he
joked might not have
been totally based upon
rational thinking
The Jackson County
wrestling coach signed
up for a 30-mile obstacle
course race that would
take him up-and-down
the mountainous land-
scape of Killington, Ver-
mont
“I decided in a moment
I don’t know if it was
insanity or what, that I
would sign up for this
thing,” he said
ly 10 months later,

Iu has a medal to show
for it. Powers finished
the unforgiving Spartan
Ultra course — complete
with 68 obstacles on
Sept. 15 in 14 hours and
11 minutes

“Right when wrestling
season was over, | started

trying to get in shape for
nd went up
kend and
he said

it,” he said,
there (last) w

Powering to the finish
Jackson County wrestling coach Jason Powers (right), pictured with his
wife Amy, recently completed a 304‘mle obstacle course in the mountains
of Vermont. The course d bmitted photo

got it done,”
The coach was quite
familiar with the Spartan

series of obstacle-course
races, having competed Powers devoted himself

in them for the last four

tion changes. Powers had ~ he'd been that mentally

to the training. He was never run more than 12 locked into training for

to five years, already maintaining a or 13 miles at a time, so  an event. He knew a race

“They’re fun to do, and  five-day-a-week lifting  this presented a sizable with only a 30 percent
it gets me running,” he  regimen that didn’t  challel completion ratio would
said. “I'm not necessari-  change but he had  “This was way outside present a major physi-

ly a big-time runner.” to prepare for the exten-  my realm I am not a

runner at all,” he said,
“But that was something

cal and mental challenge.
And it did

When race day arrived,
Powers began at 6:15

But none of them were  sive running that awaited
him in Vermont. Since he

had no access to a stair

the 30-mile variety, like
the one in the Green
Mountains of Vermont
Seeing it as a “hug

I wanted to try to accom-
climber, the suggested plish.” am. in cool 57-degree

Powers, a three-time  Vermont mornir tem-

training method, he set-

Powers  tled for a marathon-train-

challeng state champion as a high  peratures and finished the
decided to give it a try ing schedule to prepare  school wrestler in the

Once the 2017-18 wres-  his legs to withstand  early 2000s, said it had

I\\n-hmp course around
dark at 8:42 p.m. Half of
the grueling 30-mile race

tling season concluded, the mileage and cleva- been a long time since

was uphill, presenting an
estimated 17,000 feet of
elevation change in the
race

“It was extremely hilly

not many places you
actually could take off
and run,” he said.

After a while, the down-
hills became just as bad
as the uphills, straining
different muscle groups.

He also learned that
those on the trail with
him weren’t your normal
talked
with one person who'd
100-mile
run the previous week-

athletes. Powers

completed a

end
“I was like “You did
what?” I'm like, ‘what
have 1
into?

gotten myself

Powers said
Powers™ strength came
in performing the differ-
ent obstacles be it
W-foot walls,
-pound sand-

scaling ¢

raising
bags on pulleys, carrying
sandb:
or hanging obstacles. But
by the end, the eight-
foot walls scemed like
15 feet, Powers said. He
didn’t make it over all of
them. The penalty was
performing 30 burpees.
Powers had to lean on

ags, rope climbing

his support system to
dig deep to finish the
extreme endurance test
His wife, Amy, made the
trip with him and provid-
ed what turned out to be
crucial vocal support

“I probably would not
without
being

have finished
her being there,
able to see her at certain
locations throughout the
race,” he said. “She was
able to walk around and
talk to me and encourage

me.
Powers placed among
the top two-thirds of all
“but I finished,
and that was my goal.”
The male
the race completed the

finishers,

winner of

course in seven hours

Pushing himself to the limit

and 45 minutes, whild]
the female winner fin-
ished in eight hours and
48 minutes

“My second lap w
hours,”

it
Power:

cig

noted

When it was over, Pow-}
ers said he felt “a littlg]
bit of everything at that
point.” There,
was no celebration
5 he said. “Iy
a couple

however,)

“Lord, no,”

was a 200d hug

of pictures and ‘How can

I get in the car and g¢

back to the motel?™™
Powers

said he slepy
“like a rock that night’
and did not want (o move
once morning came. Hel
could hardly walk tha
day.

It took a toll on my
body,” he said

Aches and pains aside,
Powers called the Spar-
tan Ultra “an amazing|
experience.”

“I learned a lot of real
ly, really valuable lesson
about goals and support
groups, and there are sc
many people who helped
me along the way in thi:
thing,” Powers said

In the aftermath of thj
race. he’s hoping obsta]
cle-course
pique  the
some of his wrestlers and
JCCHS students. Powers’
car-old son is cvenf

racing  will
interest  of

doing  obstacle-coursg]
races. The coach plans tc
continue on with short
¢

length obstacle-course]
races.

As for another go ai
the 30-mile run course
in Vermont, Powers will
pass

“That’s what I told
some people as 1 wa
running,” he said. “T wa
like, get thi;
medal, and I'm done with
this course’ As far a
going back to Killing]
ton and doing that again,|
nah, I've got a check in
that box.

I'm here tc
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Return a
‘different’
feeling’
for Garcia

Spaniard hopes to beat
distractions that come
as reigning champiom

JOHN BEDNAROWSKI

sportseditor@mdjonline.com

AUGUSTA — Sergio Garcia enjoyed his
practice round Monday and found himself
reflecting on last year’s final-round 69,
which secured his first green jacket.

“It was amazing,” the 38-year-old
Spaniard said. “Lots of memories. A
lot of things come back — the positions
of where you were, the clubs that I hit.”

Garcia, though, said the best part was
not the memories, but the response he got
from the fans as the defending champion.

“It was a different feeling,” he said.
“The receptions that I got on every tee
and every green were special.”

When the tournament tees off Thurs-
day, Garcia will try to become only the
fourth player to become a back-to-back
champion, joining Jack Nicklaus, Nick
Faldo and Tiger Woods. Between now and
then, he said there are only two things
to do — host the annual Champions
Dinner tonight and then get ready to
play Thursday.
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Ryne Dennis
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Augusta feels like the right place

Ryne Dennis

UGUSTA-Sundays
at my grandpar-
ents’ house were

always the same.

Grandma sat on the left
side of the couch, Grandpa
on the right, and we’'d
gather in their small liv-
ing room and chat.

Subjects varied.

They’d ask how Little
League baseball was
going or if I was making
straight A’sin school.

My answer to the first
question was always more
positive than the second.

Invariably, the sub-
ject of small talk always
came back around to what
was on the television.

My grandparents never
missed a golf towrnament,
and you knew what you
were going to be watching
on Sunday afternoons.

Grandpa sat there,
pack of Red Man beside
him at times, and
explained the game.

He’d point at the tele-
vision with his middle
finger, a digit that turned
into his pointer afterlos-
ing his index finger in a
factory incident, and tell
you exactly what club a
player was going to use
before the announcer did.

He explained to me
how match play worked
and what on earth it
meant to win 3&2.

He told me what the
announcer meant by an
up-and-down, that a
green inregulation is good
and that a coin on the
green wasn’tloose change
that I could pick up.

Like everyone, the
Masters was his favorite.

When the Masters fell
on Easter Sunday, he was
glued to the TV. Because
of him, we all were.

He's thereason I fell in
love with the tournament.

Tuesday marks one year
since he passed away.

He was out of it at this
time last year, but he
made it to the Monday
after the Masters, giv-
ing me hope that he knew
what was happening.

Now here I am, one
year later, at Augusta
National for the first time.

[ have been on the Bulldog
beat, so to speak, follow -
ing the four former Georgia
players as they have been
hot and cold this weekend.

I've stood at Amen
Comer then watched Brian
Harman nearly ace No. 16.

I caught Bubba after
good and bad rounds, his
sarcastic interviews nearly
identical after both.

I've admired azaleas
and dogwoods, rubbed
my hand along the flaw-
less grass and enjoyed
pimento cheese, egg salad,
ham and cheese onrye and
Masters Club sandwiches.

Growing up, Grandpa told
mehow he and Grandma
went out to a few practice
rounds and once sat out in
the rain and waited for the

See DENNIS, B2
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The 2008 Red Devils a special group to me

t was with mixed emo-
Itions that I looked for-
ward to the
Loganville-Buford baseball
game at Red
Devils Field
last Friday
evening. And it
had nothing to
do with the
enormity of the showdown
between two powerhouse
programs battling for re-
gion supremacy.

Rather, I wavered between
excitement, nostalgia, and
denial when I pondered the
ceremony planned prior to
the first pitch.

Loganville used the occa-

sion to honor members of
the 2008 team that won the
school’s first-ever state
baseball championship. It’s
been a decade since that un-
forgettable moment when a
walk-off home run signaled
the beginning of a peren-
nial powerhouse.

The Red Devils have added
two more championships
since then, but for me, none
was as special as that first
one. That’s because my con-
nection with the team began
more than a decade before
they became state champs.

Most of the players on the
2008 squad were some of my
son’s best friends growing

up. He played with and
against them during his
recreation baseball career,
from T-ball through pony
league.

They went to the same
schools starting from
kindergarten through
eighth grade and attended
each other’s birthday par-
ties and sleep-overs. And
they pushed each other to
give their best on the base-
ball diamond.

Drew Payne, the hero of
Loganville’s opening-game
win over Griffin in the state
finals best-of-three series,
was among my son’s best
friends, and his Dad and I

usually partnered to coach a
team.

When we transitioned
from coach-pitch to kid-
pitch, Drew immediately
emerged as one of the
league’s best pitchers. That
he was a lefty made him
even more effective.

In what turned out to be
his final high school pitch-
ing appearance, Drew held
Griffin, an offensive jugger-
naut that was averaging
eight runs a game, to a sin-
gle run and four hits while
striking out six.

I was relieved to see my
inept coaching didn’t stunt
his development.

Of course, the moment
Red Devils fans remember
most fondly was the end of
Game 2, in which Blake Mc-
Cullers clinched the title
with a walk-off home run. It
was a fitting conclusion to a
grade-school career that
began the same way.

In my first game asa T-
ball coach, we faced off
against the Giants at the for-
mer recreation fields adja-
cent to the old middle
school.

I'm standing in the out-
field when the first batter
steps up and launches a ball
high and deep over the
See Johnson » Page B3
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Ryne Dennis
The Oconee Enterprise, Watkinsville

Second Place

Jeremy Johnson
The Oconee Enterprise,Watkinsville

Third Place
Greg Finan Jr.

The Dahlonega Nugget

‘ Outside
‘ the Box

Winning SMS titles
meant the world

Malcom Bridge boys coach
Randy Cain made an interesting
on-the-record comment to me
Friday night following the
Lightning’s Northeast Georgia
Athletic Association champi-
onship victory, and in an odd way
it provided a bit of nostalgia.

Cain was honest, saying, and
I’ll paraphrase somewhat, that he
was aware of how a middle
school championship is perceived
by many—and in a way it might
have been a shot, reasonably so,
at us at the newspaper—to not be
as important as other champi-
onships.

He followed that comment,
however, with the statement that
took me back 20 years.

“But for a kid who’s 13 years
old, there’s nothing bigger.”

Oh, coach. You don’t know
who you’re talking to.

I was the son of a middle school
coach.
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First Place (at right)
Len Robbins

The Clinch County News, Homerville

Second Place

Chris Bridges

Barrow News-Journal, Winder

Third Place
Shane Scoggins

Franklin County Citizen Leader, Lavonia

Humanity shines under Frzday Night Lights'

My wife and I have
developed a custom after
home games of our local
high school football team.

We come home, sit
in the living room, and
discuss what we just
witnessed. I do the radio
broadcast for our team,
and don't always get to
see what happens away
from the ball. She fills in
the details, particularly
every movement of our
oldest son, from pre-game
warm-ups to after-game
handshakes. I then answer
any technical questions
she has — most often the
difference between a field
goal and an extra point,
which she finds perplexing.
We wait for our son to come
home, and then interrogate
him about his point of view
from the field.

This past Friday was a
little different. Her report
ended up being more
substantial.

First, some background.
We were playing one of
our closest, oldest rivals.
The game isn't always
competitive between these
two, but the favored team
would hate to lose to this
particular opponent, and it
would make the underdog's

Len Robbins

lrobbins@theclinchcountynews.com

entire season if they won.
Think Georgia/Georgia
Tech.

My wife opened with:

"T wish the world could be
more like Friday nights in
Homerville."

"Huh," was my
intelligent reply.

"I used to think that
team sports divide us more
than it unites us, but I
didn't see that out there
tonight."

I asked her to explain.
She did.

She detailed how she
saw people from all walks
of life, every demographic
imaginable, every color of
skin, every socioeconomic
status — the richest of the
rich, the poorest of the poor
— cheer, laugh, eat, high-
five, clap, and bond.

"I thought to myself, this
is the power of the common
enemy," she said. "Then I
realized I was wrong when
our stands fell silent when

one of their players was
injured. When he got up,
our side, and their side,
both cheered with collective
relief."

She saw it again
at halftime, when the
opposing crowd gave
our band's soloist a
standing ovation. And
another thunderous
ovation when our school
recognized former players,
cheerleaders, coaches and
band members on the field
for the 30th anniversary of
our school's "Triple Crown"
— state championships in
football, boys basketball,
and baseball during the
1988-89 school year.

"They didn't have to
do that," she said of the
Atkinson County fans. "And
I didn't expect them to. But
they did."

She told me about how
our German exchange
student, who had never
played, or maybe even seen,

American football, until he
came here two months ago,
was called into the game to
kick an extra point. After
he made it, an older man
came down to the fence
next to the sideline, got the
young man's attention, and
congratulated him, saying
something to the effect of
"I'm proud of you."

"There were a million
things that could have
divided the people in that
stadium, must less sitting
on different sides of the
field and wearing different
uniforms and colors," she
said. "But for the people
in that stadium, from
what I saw, there was
an unwritten, unspoken
understanding that being
human is the first and
greatest team we are all
on."

Wow, I thought to
myself, taking mental notes
for this column.

"You know, we think
we're on separate teams,
but we're really on one
team. And that one team's
goal should be to love
one another," she said,
concluding her sermon from
the couch.

Amen.

© Len Robbins 2018
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Derrick Davis
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Third Place
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First Place (at left)
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Second Place

Emmalee Molay
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Dalton

Third Place

Joshua Jones
Athens Banner-Herald
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Third Place
Randy Parker
The Daily Tribune News,
Cartersville
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Second Place
Brett Fowler
The Walton Tribune, Monroe

Third Place

Brett Fowler
The Walton Tribune, Monroe
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First Place (at right)

Karen Attaway
Smoke Signals, Big Canoe

Second Place

Joe Parker
Appen Media Group,
Alpharetta

Third Place
Smoke Signals, Big Canoe
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Public comments slam
spaceport proposal

i = 2

Some elected officials support Camden County project

First Place (at left)
Mary Landers

Savannah Morning News

Second Place

Isabel Hughes
Gwinnett Daily Post,
Lawrenceville

Third Place

Ross Williams

Marietta Daily Journal

By Mary Landers

mary.landers@savannahnow.com

More than15,000 people
and organizations com-
mented to the Federal
Aviation Administration
about its draft

Environmental Impact
Statement on Spaceport
Camden, a proposedrocket
launch facility in Camden
County.

“The number of com-
ments received is greater
than previous EISs, in

which we received a few
hundred,” FAA spokes-
man Hank Price wrote in
an email. For compari-
son, the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers’ environ-
mental impact statement
on the deepening of the

Savannah harbor drew
about 1,100 comments
when it was released in
2010. The Spaceport
Camden EIS evaluates the
potential environmental

See SPACEPORT, As
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A SunLight Project Special Report

Gangs Behind Bars

Crimes don't stop just because gang members are arrested
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First Place (at left)
Terry Richards

The Valdosta Daily Times

Second Place
John Bailey
Rome News-Tribune

Third Place

Rebecca Leftwich

Rome News-Tribune
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Coming
First Place (at right) togCIhCI’

Daniel Evans

Man’s short time in
Hogansville leaves
lasting impression

LaGrange Daily News

Second Place

>Y DANIEL EVANS
Daniel Evans IR

) Many questions remain
LaG range Dal Iy NeWS about a man who was hit and
killed by a train near Ho-
gansville last week, but one
thing is clear — in the hours
. before his death, he received
Thlrd Place help from local residents.

Sadly, it wasn't enough to

Daniel Evans save David Josh Pursley’s life,
but those who interacted with
LaG range Da.||)’ News him say the time greatly im-
pacted their own perspective
on life.

Pursley, 38, died after being
struck by a train on the night
of Sept. 21, after two days of

HOGANSVILLE A
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First Place (at right)
David Clemons

The Walton Tribune, Monroe

Second Place

Mark Stokes

The Press-Sentinel, Jesup

Third Place
Eve Copeland and Stuart

Taylor
The Tifton Gazette

City, Glass part ways now

By David Clemons
dvdd demons@waltontribune

MONROE — Although he
retains the title of public
safety director through
year’s end, Keith Glass’ last
day on the job is Sunday.

Glass — a nearly 25-year
employee of the city
signed an 11-page “Retire

Safety director will be adviser until years end

ment, Separation and Re
lease Agreement”™ on Sept.
17. That was six days after
he sent out a brief state
ment saying he would retire
at the end of the year

But he’ll be turning in all
city equipment — including

his badge — except a city-is
sued cellphone on Monday,
when Assistant Chiefs R.V.
Watts (police) and Bill
Owens (fire) assume leader
ship of their respective de
partments on an interim

basis.

Between Sunday and Dec.
31, Glass’ duties as public
safety director “shall be lim
ited to an advisory role only,
and he shall not be responsi
ble for day-to-day oversight

See City » Page A8
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Watkinsville
First Place (at right) |fires 32-yeal'
Michael Prochaska pOliCC chief

The Oconee Enterprise,
Under Watkinsville Police Chief  [METU[111]

Lee O'Dillon’s

Watkinsville et o of [P

ev
Aug. 3:

witnessed chil \ Police Chief Lee
i O'Dillon is
suspended.

into a crib and

after  unsuc- Aug. 5:

cessfully tr Georgia Police

ing to reach the Officers Standards

Second Place Department of 0"Dillon and Training Council
Family  and

: . is contacted.
Children's Services, they left the
children in the custody of the |Aug. 5:

:
I I |t offender P,
ill Helton o TR

the parent.
Only after a civilian called the

|
dren  nailed | i w0

Professional
R ” o p & N Standards Unit
conee County Sheriff’s Office 5
Y . agrees 1o assist.
[ribune & Georglan, St. was the paren arrsid and ch. [(GREEH
dren taken into protective custody Sgt. Lopatin

Of the seven employees under R

M O’Dillon’s leadership, only Sgt REreiationt
arys William Horton had read the Child
Abuse Protocol Aug. 31:

At its Oct. 17 meeting, the
Watkinsville City Council voted
3-1 to fire O'Dillon. Councilman
Dan Matthews abstained, and
Councilwoman Connie Massey | Sept. 6:

e cast the dissenting vote Horton is
Third Place
the past four to five years and get- wrongdoing is found.
ting to know him, T wasn’t 100
percent convinced by what I was | Sept. 12:

c
Tla Lyn n Ivey told and heard,” Massey said in a .U"'K'rl'l'ulleu Bailey

written letter delivered to The submits s resigna-

Acting Police Chief
William Horton is
suspended.

Oconee Enterprise this week tion to spend more
O’Dillon, who had been the

Morgan County Citizen, |.he's s

Watkinsville for 32 Oct. 17:

32 years, was sus

time with his family.

pended Aug. 3 when Shearon pre- Watkinsville

sented him with a memorandum

. ac
Council votes 3-1 to
adison titled “loss of confidence in your G e

ability to command.”

“I have become increasingly | et 47:

concerned about your man

one abstention.

ment of the police department,” e
e e Watkinsville Mayor

Shearon wrote. “Any improve- :
P Dave Shearon

ments implemented have been
announces a

done grudgingly and under duress

forthcoming Public

from my office. In fact, the more | Q. g i
Y Safety Commission.

have observed the operation of the
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Will DeKalb complete sewer
assessments on time?

BY HORACE HOLLOMAN

horace@dekalbchamp.com

In June 2020, the consent
decree DeKalb County signed
with the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and
the Georgia Environmental
Protection Division (EPD) will
expire.

Before the expiration date,
DeKalb County officials must
fulfill certain obligations such
as clean, repair, enlarge and
maintain its sanitary sewer
pipes so sewer overflows are
reduced and eliminated.

The president of the South
River Watershed Alliance
(SRWA) said DeKalb County
won't be able to complete one
of its tasks before the deadline
ends.

In an interview with
The Champion, Jacqueline
Echols, president of the
SRWA, said DeKalb County
won't complete its sewer
assessments program by June
of 2020.

“I'm not adversaries with
DeKalb County. That's not my
intention. My only concern
is that we do the right thing.
This is about protecting the
environment,”Echols said.

Echols said she was told
by a“reliable source”that the
sewer assessment program is
31 percent complete.

“With such a small
percentage of the priority
sewer area completed, it is
not possible to complete this
requirement by June 2020,
Echols said in a letter to the

EPA and EPD.

The Priority Sewer
Assessment and
Rehabilitation Program is a
requirement of the consent
decree that requires the
county to “provide for the
identification, delineation,
assessment, prioritization, and
rehabilitation of Priority Areas”

DeKalb County officials
held a public meeting prior
to a board of commissioners
meeting to discuss consent
decree updates.

According to the county,
DeKalb fell behind on its
consent decree obligations
due to failing to address
high personnel turnover
and having seven different
watershed directors overa 10-
year period.

v

DeKalb County officials
2020.

DeKalb had emerged as an
urbanized juggernaut, but county
departments were mired in post-
World War Il operational mindsets.

DeKalb CEO Michael Thurmond

maintenance contracts.
“The mass turnover of
[personnel] exposed the
absence of a discreet but
critical fail-safe. Written
standard operating

The county also failed
to properly classify sanitary
sewer overflows and failed to
develop or continue critical

procedures were all but
nonexistent. DeKalb had
emerged as an urbanized
juggernaut, but county
departments were mired in
post-World War Il operational
mindsets. Ground zero in this
public debacle was the much-
maligned Department of
Watershed Management,”said
DeKalb County CEO Michael
Thurmond in an opinion
piece for the Atlanta Journal
Constitution.

The Champion contacted
DeKalb County officials and
asked what the approximate
level of completion for
the Priority Areas Sewer
Assessment and Rehabilitation
Program is.

County officials responded,
“In 2017, critical positions

say they are working to fulfill the obligations of the consent decree which ends June

were filled, nearly 100 percent
of all priority pipes were
assessed and $28 million was
invested in sewer upgrades.
The county cleaned 220 miles
of sewers, removed 5.1 tons
of debris, completed 1,821
stream crossing inspections,
replaced 3,000 manhole
covers, held the first consent
decree public update and
hosted 280 other events”
Echols said the county will
not tell her a percentage of
completion for the program.
“You never get a definitive
answer from them,”Echols
said. “They use words like
‘substantially’ complete.
If you're looking for a
percentage, it’s not going to
happen.”

First Place (at left)
Horace Holloman

The Champion, Decatur

Second Place
Horace Holloman

The Champion, Decatur

Third Place
Enoch Autry
Sylvania Telephone
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North End task
force is told to

. : hoost retail, avoid
s (f:h:'ﬁ'::g gentrification

Springs Publishing BY JOHN RUCH

johnruch@reporternewspapers.net

The city’s North End Revitalization
Task Force kicked off its brainstorm
for redevelopment of northern Roswell
Road on May 16 at Pontoon Brewing —
the sort of hip, trendy business leaders

g want to see proliferate in the area of to-
APPen Medla GrOUP day’s aging shopping centers and apart-
ment complexes.

A city-hired facilitator sketched out
a tentative schedule of public meetings

Second Place
Patrick Fox

Th"'d Place for the task force, starting July 11 and

running to year’s end, when a report is

Joe Parker expected. And Mayor Rusty Paul, who

" convened the task force, spoke in de-

APPen Media Group tail about its challenging concept — at-

tempting to boost higher-end retail,
which hinges on a wealthier customer
base, without displacing the working-
class residents of the city’s perhaps most
diverse area. In his most nuanced and
strongest public statements so far, Paul

See NORTH on page 12
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Jan Skutch
Savannah Morning News

Second Place

Marietta Daily Journal

Third Place

Marietta Daily Journal

Division A
Community Service

Man involved in shooting
had lengthy court record

Cooper,now 20, in jail
pending additional
charges

By Jan Skutich

jan.skutch@savannahnow.com

A Savannah man involved
in Friday’s shooting in which
a bystander was killed was
recently released from
prison and had been in court
systems since he was 12.

Chantz Alexander Cooper,

now 20, was
released from
state prison
in June for
obstruct-
ing three law
enforcement
officers in
the Baldwin County juvenile
detention facility.

Cooper was involved
with the juvenile court
system since May 2011,
most recently involved in

gang-related activity stem-
ming from two assaults on
his fellow student at the
Ombudsman Alternative
Learning School on
Brampton Road, Chatham
County Juvenile Court
records obtained by the
Savannah Morning News
showed.

Cooper is in custody at
the Chatham County jail

See COOPER, A4
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Jim Zachary

The Valdosta Daily Times

Second Place

The Newnan Times-Herald

Third Place
The Newnan Times-Herald

Chairman:
SGMC culture
must change

BY THOMAS LYNN
tom lynn@galinew

VALDOSTA — The
chairman of South Geor
gia Medical Center's gov
erning body said Monday
the culture at SGMC must
change or there will be
consequences,

The Joint Commission,
that accredits hospitals,
told the Hospital Authority
during a teleconference
it must focus on improv
ing these cultural issues
within a 45-day deadline
imposed last week.

The Hospital Authority
of Valdosta and Lowndes
County met at noon for
the conference call with
Dr. Ana Pujols McKee
chief medical officer
with the Joint Commis
sion, which aceredits and
certifies about 21,000 hospi
tals and health-care organi
zations across the UU.S

The Joint Commission
issued a preliminary deni
al of accreditation effective
Sept. 17 "due to existence
at the time of survey of
a condition, which in the
Joint Commission’s view,
poses a threat to patients
or other individuals
served,” according to an
emalil from Katie Looze
Bronk, communications

and media relations, Joint
Commission

Joint Commission
accreditation and certifi-
cation is considered to be
a basic standard for hos
pitals

The Monday meeting
immediately went into
executive session for an
hour and a half. During the
session, only board mem
bers and some staff were
permitied in the discussion
with the Joint Commis
sion

Chairman Sam Allen
gave a brief statement after
the executive session ended
around 1:30 p.m

Allen said the board's
main concern is the guali
ty of health care provided
hy the hospital

"Also, the culture of
this organization has to
change,” Allen said. “One
of (the) things that we are
dedicated to is making sure
that we support our staff.
There are a number of
things that this board has
to do, and we will imple
ment those things,"

He said the hospital au
thority has already moved
forward on some items
the commission asked the
board to implement.

See SGMC on 6A




Troup

STEPPING
DOWN

Pugh resigns as
superintendent of TCSS

DANIEL EVANS

The Troup County School System
accepted Superintendent Cole Pugh's
resignation Monday night. Pugh had
served as the superintendent of the
Troup County School System since
2011, when he moved from Fort Worth,
Texas.

Board members Alfred McNair, Joe
Franklin, Cathy Hunt, Allen Simpson,
Kirk Hancock and Brandon Brooks
voted unanimou 's
resignation in a sps
before Monday’s board wor

ay
The special called meeting started at
5 p.m. and the board immediately
into executive session, a per
lasted 16 minutes. The public portion of
the meeting lasted less than a minute.

“We have two items to come out of
our discussion. The first item is to en-
tertain a motion to hereby accept Dr.
Pugh’s resignation, effective today, and
to authorize the board to move into a
resignation agreement,” Hancock, the
board chairman said.

The second item was to authorize Dr.
Roy Nichols as the interim superinten-
dent for the school m. Nichols w:
approved unanimor a ia
meeting ended.

The regularly-scheduled board meet-
ing started five minutes later and be-
gan with Hancock introducing Nichols,
who served as superintendent of Troup
County School System from 1999 to

PUGH

Nichols to serve as interim superintendent

STEPPING IN:

BAKER ELLIS AND
DANIEL EVANS

The new interim superin-
tendent for the Troup County
School System will be a familiar

) hols served as Troup
County Schools Superintendent
from 1999-2004 before leaving
to take a position at the Uni-
versity of West Georgia, where
he became an educational lead-
ership professor and the de-
partment c} in that field of
study. He left UWG in 2007 to
become the superintendent of
the Mobile County School dis-
trict in Mobile, Alabama, and
served there until his retire-
ment in 2011. During his tenure
in Mobile, Nichols was seen as a
steady hand, guiding a troubled

school district through chal-
lenging times. He moved back
to LaGr: after his retirement
in 2011, where he has been ever
since. Since moving back to La-
Gran; hols has spent time
engaging in other activities out-
side of the school sys
he was contacted one week ago.

“I knew that the board was
about to make a change. I was
called a week ago Mon:
asked if I would come in and
have a conversation with them,”
Nichols said after Monday's
board meeting. “When I retired
from Mobile in 2011, we inten-
tionally came back here. This is
what we consider home,” Nich-
ols said. “Tt my home sys-
tem, and I was not going to let it
flounder. They [the board] said

NICHOLS

Division C
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rst Place (at left)

Daniel Evans
LaGrange Daily News

Second Place
The News Observer, Blue Ridge

Third Place

Eve Copeland and Stuart Taylor
The Tifton Gazette
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First Place (at right)
Monroe County Reporter, Forsyth

Second Place
David Maxwell
Donalsonville News

Third Place
The Covington News

MONROE COUNTY SCHOOLS

Substitute’s
molestation
conviction was
from previous
teaching post

How was
he hired?

By Will Davis
publisher@mymcr.net

One week after
first being disclosed
by The Reporter,
Monroe County

schools haven'’t clari-

fied how they hired
a substitute teacher
who had been con-
victed of offering
oral sex to a 13-year-
old boy when he last

worked as a sub.
The Reporter
has obtained the
119-page crimi-
nal file of Javis
Jabon Stewart, the
35-year-old who
had been working
in Monroe County
classrooms as a
sub since November.
It shows Stewart
had passed notes
to a 18-year-boy in
his class when he
taught at Appling
Middle School in
Macon in April

See MOLESTER « Page 7A
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Daily Post picks Ozment,
Vassell as top players

*Sports, 1B
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Sheriff Conway joins Trump at White House
Sanctuary cities discussed at roundtable event <

for vid
Nielsen, U, ary cities” Trump said at the roundtable o
Attomey Gen

eral Jeff Ses
sions and U.S.

By Isaser Huahes say no.
sabel hughes “When the president calls, you
@rwinneiaatypostcom pond,” Conway told the thousands of criminal aliens out

of our prison:

When Gwinnett County Sher

Enforee ment

ctor
Thomis Homan  have been commited by “crimi
to “discuss the threat of the very  nal aliens.

nd Security Kirsen lawless, in many cases, sanctu “Sanctuary cities release See CONWAY, Page 7A|

because they feel
Jdiscussion focusing on the topic
o Cinetuary ciieetne coutdnt Ho

Suspected

car thief
captured
after chase

Man allegedly attempts
to run down officer

By IsaseL HuGHES
isabel hughes@gwinnetzdailypost com

A 23-year-old
car from a park;
Thursday mom

f
to run over a police officer during
pursuit

Brian Ngo, of Lawrenceville, was
amested on West Pike

Police pilots Cpl. Michael Duncan and George A. McLain received the Purple Heart Award at the Gwinnett Chamber Valor Awards|
on Wednesday afternoon. (Photos: Anthony Stalcup)

G O ‘ s >
e S Gwinnetts finest
Y Public safety officials honored at Chamber’s Valor awards

By IsaseL Huhes
isabel hughes
@gwinnetdailypost.com

From left,
Master Police

They come from different

military personnel, some whose
family members have law

ho became
ply (o belp

olors
beige for the Gwinnett County
Sherifs Off, bl for the

ty Police Depart

They wear diffes

on Wednesday

afternoon.
Their jobs, Boweve, areall

[A Lawrenceville man whowas accused of | ihe sume, Gwinnett police pilot

[stealing a car from a parking lotin Libum | Cpl. Michacl Duncan said honorsd county and ity frst - famlie 10 Dulu'sInfinic and serve the county while also

early Thursday momning allegedly attempt-

o run over a police officer during & All (they re) doing is saving atits 13thannual  Energy Forum.

[pursuit. A resident captured a photo of the | People: Valor Public Safety Awands The event recognizes the
incident at Ga. Highway 120 and Old Nor- | _ On Wednesday, the Gwinnett  which brought more than 200 men and women who put their
cross Road. (Special Photo: Jami Jones) | County Chamber of Commerce  public safety officials and their  lives on the line daily to protect See VALOR, Page 6A

Lawrenceville names police HQ in honor of retiring chief]

[BY Cunr Yeomans
fcurt yeomans@gwinnectdaitypost.com

The Lawrenceville
Police Headay
ters is shown in

¢ served and appropriate.” Mayor
Judy Jordan Joh

nRiNCEVILLE Foucr Lawrenceville Po-

s announced that the Law-
Jrenceville police headquarters As one of the longest sta See JOHNSON, Page 7A
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Gwinnett Daily Post, Lawrenceville

Second Place

Savannah Morning News

Third Place

Marietta Daily Journal
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Division B
Local News
Coverage

First Place (at left)

The Newnan Times-Herald

Second Place
Daily Citizen-News, Dalton

Third Place
Athens Banner-Herald




“ Trojans standing
‘l tallin the trenches
SPORTS, PAGE A7 = :

TIMES-GEORGIAN

Convention keeps Sacred
Harp tradition alive
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Defense begins its case
in murder trial of father

day with Superior Court Judge

Prosecution witness cites hyperthermia {3 yiih Surerior Court Judee

as the cause for twin daughters’ deaths lawver Pamela Stephenson i
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r
ceomsion witsess. 0000 when the did not retr

The murder trial for Asa esand the beginning of defense to the courtre
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Defendant Asa North talks with defense attorney Pameta
Stephenson on Thursday during his trial in Carroll County|
Superior Court.

Bell rings to start new school year
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Sunday
morning
alcohol
set to be
addressed

‘Brunch bill’ would allow
restaurants to serve earlier
BY MICHAEL OHEARN
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Times-Georgian, Carrollton

Second Place
LaGrange Daily News

Third Place
The Moultrie Observer




Division D
ocal News
Coverage

First Place (at right)
The News Observer, Blue Ridge

Second Place

The Walton Tribune, Monroe

Third Place

Pickens County Progress, Jasper

SERVING FANNIN COUNTY, GEORGIA, AND EAST PoLk COUNTY, TENNESSEE

HAPPENINGS REBELS WIN

Welcome magazine features events, Fannin County opens football season
tour of Swinging Bridge M Inside r'm_‘dwl with win over rival Gilmer Bobcats B C1
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FCLC show nears
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